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c H A P. I. 

In which certain per fonage 5 of this delightful hip» 
tory are introduced to the recde/s acquaintance, 

IT was on the great northern road from 
York to London, about the beginning 
of the month Oftober, and the hour of 
eight in the evening, that four travellers 
were by a violent fhowcr of rain driven for 
ihelter into a little public houfe on the fide 
of the hi^-way, diftinguifhed by a fign 
which ^vas faid to exhibit the figure of a 
Black Lion. The kitchen, in which they 

aflembled, was the only room for entertain- 
ment in the houfe, paved with red bricks. 

Vol. I. B re^ 
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2 THE ADVENTURES OF ^ 

remarkably clean, furnifhed with three or 
four Windfor chairs, adorned with fhining 
plates of pewter, and copper fauce-pans 
nicely fcoured, that even dazzled the eyes 
of the beholder j while a chearful fire of 
fea-coal blazed in the chimney. Three of 
the travellers, who arrived on horfeback, 
having feen their cattle properly accom- 
modated in the ftable, agreed to pafs the 
time, until the weather fhould clear up, 
over a bowl of rumbo, which was accord- 
ingly prepared : but the fourth, refufing 
to join their company, took his.ftation at 
the oppofite fide of the chimney, and called 
for a pint of two-penny, with which he in- 
dulged himfelf apart. At a little difl:ance, 
on his left: hand, there was another groupe, 
confifting of the landlady, a decent widow, 
her two daughters, the elder of whom 
feemed to be about the age of fifteen, and 
a country lad, who ferved both as waiter 
and oftler. 

The focial triumvirate was compofed 

of Mr. Fillet, a country pradtitioner in 

fur- 
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forgery and midwifery, capt. Crowe, and 
his nephew Mr. Thomas Clarke, an at- 
torney. Fillet was a man of fome edu- 
cation, and a great deal of experience, 
Ihrewd, fly, and fenfible. Capt. Crow 
had commanded a merchant-fhip in the 
Mediterranean-trade for many years, and 
faved fome money by dint of frugality and 
traffic. He was an excellent feaman, brave, 
aftive, friendly in his way, and fcrupuloiifly 
honeft; but as little acquainted with the 
world as a fucking child ; whimfical, im- 
patient, and fo impetuous that he could 
not help breaking in upon the converfation^ 
whatever it might be, wiph repeated inter- 
ruptions, that feemed to burft from him 
by involuntary impulfe : when he attempted 
to fpeak, he never finifhed his period; but 
made fuch a number of abrupt tranfitions, 
that Ws difcourfe feemed to be an uncon- 
nected feries of unfinifhed fentences, the 
meaning of which it was not eafy to decy- 
pher. His nephew, Tom Clarke, was a 
young fellow, whofe goodnefs of heart even 

B 2 th# 



4 THE ADVENTURES OF 

the exercife of his profeffion had not been 
able to corrupt. Before ftrangers he never 
owned himfelf an attorney, without blufh- 
ing, though he had no reafon to bluih for 
his own praftice ; for he conftantly refufed 
to engage in the caufe of any client whofe 
charafter was equivocal, and was never 
known to aft with fuch induftry as when 
concerned for the widow and orphan, or 
any other objeft that fued in forma pau- 
peris. Indeed he was fo replete with hu- 
man kindnefs, that as often as an afFefting 
ftorv or circumftance was told in his hear- 



ing, it overflowed, at his eyes. Being of a 
warm complexion, he was very fufceptible 
of paflion, and fomewhat libertine in his 
amours. In other relpefts, he piqued 
himfelf OH underftanding the praftice of the 
courts, and in private company he took 
pleafure in laying down the law ; but he 
was an indifferent orator, and tedioufly cir- 
cumftantial in his explanations : his ftature 
was rather diminutive i but, upon the 
whole, he had fome title to the charafter of 

a pret- 
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a pretty, dapper, little fellow. The folitary 
gueft had fomething very forbidding in his 
alpedV, which was contrafted by an habi- 
tual frown. His eyes were fmall and red, 
and fo deep fet in the fockets, that each ap- 
peared like the the undiftinguiftied fnufFof a 
farthing candle, gleaming through the horn 
of a dark Ian thorn. His noftrils were elevated 
in fcorn, as if his fenfe of fmelling had been 
perpetually offended by fome unfavoury 
odours and he looked as if he wanted to. 
fhrink within himfelf, from the imperti- 
nence of fociety. He wore a black periwig 

aa {W-oIt a* ^j'^^ pin inn f nf o rovf ^n^ ^O ^ e TCd 

with an hat flapped, and faftened to his 
head by a'lpeckled handkerchief tied under 
his chin. He was wrapped in a great coat 
of brown frize, under which he feemed to 
conceal a fmall bundle. His name was 
Ferret, and his charader diftinguiflied by 
three peculiarities. He was never feen to 
fmile: he was never heard to Ipeak in 
praife of any perfon whatfoever ; and he 
was never known to give a dire<5l anfwer 

B 3 to 



6 THE ADVENTURES OF 

to any queftion that was afked : but feemed, 
on all occafions, to be actuated by the mod 
perverfe fpirit of contradiftion. 

Capt. Crowe, having remarked that it was 
fqually weather, alked how far it was to the 
next market-town; and underftan ding that 
the'diftance was not lefs than fix miles, faid 
he had a good mind to come to an anchor 
for the night, if fo be as he could have a 
tolerable berth in this here harbour. Mr. 
Fillet, perceiving by his ftile that he was a 
fea-faring gentleman, obferved that their 
landlady was not ufed to Jodge fuch com- 
pany: anr^ pvpreflprl lAoaA. iurpri'/p, thttC 

he who had no doubt endured fo many 
ftorms and hardlhips at fea, (hould think 
much of travelling five or fix miles a horfe- 
back by moon-light. " For my part, faid, 
he, I ride in all weathers, and at all hours, 
without minding cold, wet, wind, or dark- 
nels. My conftitution is fo cafe-hardened, 
that I believe I could live all the year at 
Spitzbergcn. With refpeft to this road, I 
know every foot of it fo exaftly, that FU 

engage 
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engage to travel forty miles upon it blind- 
fold, without making one falfe ftep ; and 
if you have faith enough to put yourfelves 
under my aufpices, I will conduft you fafe 
to an elegant inn, where you will meet 
with the beft accommodation." " Thank 
you, brother, (replied the captain:) we 
are much beholden to you for your cour- 
teous offers but, howfomever> you muft 
not think I mind foul weather more than 
my neighbours. I have worked hard aloft 
and allow in many a taught gale — but this 
here is the cafe, dVe fee; we have run 
down a Iqog/lfeyyreckoning : our beads 
*havc lia^kiiard {jpeU ; and as for my own 
,hap, brother, I doubt my bottom planks 
^ave loft fome of their flieathing, being as 
how, I a'n't i#i to that kind of fcrub^ 

^^Sflpfi doftor, who had praftifed on board 
a man of war in his youth, and was per- 
feftly well acquainted with the captain's 
dialed, jifiured him, that if the bottom 
was damaged, heiifeuld new pay it with an 

B 4 excel- 



8 THE ADVENTURES OF 

excellent falve, which he always carried a- 
bout him, to guard againft fuch accidents 
on the road : but Tom Clark, who feemed 
to have cafl: the eyes of afFeftion upon the 
landlady's eldefl daughter, Dolly, objefted 
to their proceeding farther without reft and 
refrefliment, as they had already travelled 
fifty miles fince morning ; and he was fure 
his uncle muft be fatigued both in mind 
and body, from vexation as well as from a 
hard exercife, to which he had not been 
accuftomed. Fillet * then defifted, faying, 
he was forry to find the captain had any 
caufe for vexation ; but he hoped it was 
not an incurable evil. This expreffion 
was accompanied with a look of curiofity, 
which Mr. Clark was glad of an occafion 
to gratify ; for, as we have hinted above, 
he v/as a very communicative gentleman, 
and the affair which now lay upon his 
ftomach interefted him nearly. " Til af- 
fure you, Sir, (faid he) this here gentle-- 
man, captain Crowe, who is my mother*3 

own brotherj, has been cruelly ufed by fome 

of 
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of his relations. He bears as good a cha* 
rafter as any captain of a fhip on the Royal 
Exchange, and has undergone a variety of 
hardfliips at fea. What d'ye think, now, 
of his burfting all his finews, and making 
his eyesftart out of his head, in pulling his 
Ihip off a rock, whereby he faved to his 
owners" — Here he was interrupted by the 
captain, who exclaimed, " Belay, Tom, 
belay : — ^prithee, don't veer out fuch a deal 
of jaw. Clap a Hopper on thy cable, and 
bring, thyfelf up, my lad.-^What a deal of 
ftufF thou haft pumped up concerning 
burfting and ftarting, and pulling fhips. 
Laud have mercy upon us! — Look ye 
here, brother — ^look ye here — mind thefe 
poor crippled joints : two fingers on the 
ftarboard, and three on the larboard hand : 
crooked, d'ye fee, like the knees of a bi- 
lander. — I'll tell you what, brother, you 

feem to be a — fhip deep laden — ^rich car- 
goes—current fetting into the bay — hard 
gale — ^lee-ihore — all hands in the boat- 
tow round the headland — felf pulling for 

B 5 dear 



lo THE ADVENTURES OF 

dear blood, againft the whole crew. — Snap 
go the finger-braces — crack went the eye- 
blocks. — Bounce day-light — flafh-ftar- 
light— down I foundered, dark as hell- 
whizz went my ears, and my head (pun 
like a whirligig. — That don't fignify — Fm 
a Yorkfhire boy, as the laying is — all my 
life at fea, brother, by reafon of an old 
grandmother and maiden aunt, a couple 
of old ftinking — kept me thefe forty years 
Out of my grand-father's eftate. — Hearing 
as how diey had taken their departure, 
Came afhore, hired horfes, and clapped on 
all my canvas, fleering to the northward, 
to take pofTcflion of my— But it don't fig- 
nify talking — thefe two old piratical — had 
held a palaver with a lawyer — an attorney, 
Tom, d'ye mind me, an attorney — and by 
his afliflance hove me out of my inherit- 
ance : — that is all, brother — hove me out 
of five hundred pounds a year-— that's all 
—what fignifies. — but fuch windfalls we 
don't every day pick up along fhore.— - 
Fill about, brother — ^yes, by the Lord ! 

thofe 
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-^thofe two fmuggling harridans, with the 
aflSftance of an attorney — an attorney, Tom 
—hove me out of five hundred a year/' 
" Yes, indeed. Sir, (added Mr. Clark,) 
thofe two malicious old women docked the 

■' intail and left the eftate to an alien." 

Here Mr. Ferret thought proper to in- 
termingle in the converfadon with a " Pijh^ 
what, do'ft talk of docking the entail? 
Do'ft not know that by the Statute 
Weftm. 2. 13. Ed. the will and intention 
of the donor muft be fiilfilled, and the 
tenant in tail (hall not alien after ifliie had, 
or before." " Give me leave. Sir, (replied 
Tom) I prefume you are a praftitioner in 
the law. Now you know, that in the cafe 
of a contingent remaindery the intail may 
be deftroyed by levying a fine, and iuffer- 
ing a recovery; or otherwife deftroying 
the particular eftate, before the contin- 
gency happens. Yifeoffeesy who poflcfs an 
eftate only during the life of a fon, where 
divers reminder s are. limited over, make a 

feoffinmt in fee to him, by the feoffment all 

B 6 the 



12 THE ADVENTURES OF 

the future remainders are deftroyed. In- 
deed, a perfon iii remainder may have a 
writ of intrufion, if any do intrude after 
the death of a tenant for life ; and the writ ' 
ex gravi querela lies to execute a devifc ir> 
remainder^ after the death of tenant in tail 
without ifiue." — ^' Spoke like a due diC- 
ciple of Geber/' cries Ferret. " No, Sir, 
(replied Mr. Clarke) counfellor Caper is 
in the conveyancing- way — I was clerk to 
ferjeant Croaker." " Ay> now you may 
fet up for yourfelfi (refumed the other) 
for. you can prate as unintelligibly as the 
beftbftiiem." 

" Perhaps (faid Tom) I do not make 
myfelf uriderftood : if fo be as how that is 
the cafe,, let us change the pofition ; and 
fuppofe that this here cafe is a tail after a 
poJftbiUty ofijfue eKtin^t. If a tenant in taily 
afcer a poffibility> make a feoffment of his 
land, he in reverfion may enter for the for- 
feiture. Then we mufl make a diftinftion 
between general tail 2Ladfpecial tail. It is 
ih^.word ^(?^ that malc^s the intail .---^there 
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muft be body in the taily devifed to heirs 
male or female, oiherwife it is a fee-fim- 
ple, becaufe it is not limited of what body. 
Thus a corporation cannot be feized in tail. 
For example : here is a young women— 
What is your name, my dear ? " Dolly>" 
anfwered the daughter, with a curtly. 
« Here's Dolly— I feife Dolly in tail—^ 
Dolly I feife you in /^i/"— " Sha't then/' 
cried Dolly, pouting. " I am feifcd of 
land in fee — I fettle on Dolly in /^i/."— 
Dolly, who did not comprehend the nature 
of the illuftration, underftood him in a li- 
teral fenfe, and in a whimpering tone ex- 
claimed, " Sha't then, I tell thee, curfed 
tuoad!" — Tom, however, was fo tranf- 
ported with his lubjed:, that he took no 
notice of poor Dolly's miftake \ but pro- 
ceeded in his harangue upon the different 
kinds of /^i/i, remainder s^ 2>xAJeifinSy'^\itxi 
he was interrupted by a noife that alarmed 
the whole company. The rain had been 
lucceeded by a ftorm of wind, that howled 
around the houfe with the moft lavage im- 
petus 
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pctudfity; and the heavens were overcaft 
in luch a manner, that not one ftar appear- 
ed i fo that all without was darknefs and 
uproan This aggravated the horror oF 
divers loud fcreams, which even the noife 
of the blaft could not exclude from the 
aftonifhed ears of our travellers. Captain 
Crowe called out, ** Avaft, avaft :" Tom 
Clarke fat filent, flaring wildly, with his 
mouth ftill open; the furgeon himfelf 
feemed ftartled ; and Ferret's countenance 
betrayed evident marks of confufion. The 
oilier moved nearer the chimney, and the 
good woman of the houfe, with her two 
daughters, crept clofe to. the company. 

After fome paufe, the captain ftarting 
up, " Thefe (faid he) be fignals of diftrefs. 
Some poor fouls in danger of foundering. 
—Let us bear up a-head, and fee if we 
can give them any afliftance." The land- 
lady begged him, for Chriftis fake, ^not to 
think of going out J for it was a Ipirit that 
would lead him aftray into fens and rivers, 
and certainly do him a mifchief. Crowe 

feemed 
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fcemed to be ftaggercd by this rcmon- 
ftrance,' which his nephew reinforced, ob- 
ferving, that it might be a ftratagem of 
rogues to decoy them into the fields, that 
they mi^t rob them under cloud of night. 
Thus exhorted, he refumed his feat; and 
Mr. Ferret began to make very feverc 
ftridlures upon the folly and fear of thole 
who believed and trembled at the vifitatioh 
of ipirlts, ghofls, and goblins. He faid, 
he would engage with twelve penny- worth 
.of pholpborus to frighten a whole parifh 
out of their fcnfcs : then he expatiated on 
the pufillanimity of the nation m general ; 
ridiculed the militia, cenfured the govern- 
ment; and dropped fome hints about a 
change of hands, which the captain could 
not, and the doftor would not compre- 
hend. Tom Clarke, from the freedom of 
his difcourfe, concluded he was a minifte- 
rial fpy, and communicated his opinion to 
his uncle in a whifper, while this mifan* 
thrope continued to pour forth his invec- 
tives with a fluency peculiar to himfelf. 

Truth 



.\ 
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Truth is, Mr. Ferret had been a party- 
writer, not from principle, but employ- 
ment, and had felt the rod of power j in 

• order to avoid a fecond exertion of which, 
he now found it convenient to fculk about 
in the country : for he had received inti- 
madon of a warrant from the lecretary of 
ftatc, who wanted to be better acquainted 
'mth his perfon. Notwithftanding the tick- 
lifli nature of his fituation, it was become 
ib habitual to him to think and fpeak in a 
certain manner, that even before ftrangers, 
whofe principles and connexions he could 
not poflibly know, he hardly ever opened 
his mouth, without uttering fome direft or 
implied farcafm againft the government. 
He had already proceeded^ a confiderable 
way in demonftrating, thar the nation was 

' bankrupt and beggared, and that thofe who 
ftood at the helm were fleering full into the 

gulph of inevitable deflruftion ; when his 

. ledture was luddenly fufpended by a violent 
'.knocking at the door, which threatened 

.the whole houfc with immediate demoli- 
tion. 
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lion. Capt. Crowe, believing they fhoiild 
be inftandy boarded, unflieathed his han- 
ger, and flood in a pofture of defence. 
Mr. Fillet armed himlelf with the poker, 
which happened to be red- hot : the oftler 
pulled down a nifty firelock, that hung by 
the roof, over a flitch of bacon. Tom 
Clarke, perceiving the landlady and her 
children diftrafted with terror, condudted 
them, out of meer compaffion, below flairs 
into the cellar ; and as for Mr. Ferret, he 
prudendy withdrew into an adjoining pantry, 

^\xt x^ « p»r(nnage nf-ffl^at impoitance in 

this entertaining hiftory was forced to re* 
main fome time at the door, before he 
could gain admittance, fo muft the reader 
wait with patience for the next chapter, in 
which he will fee the caufe of this dif- 
turbance explained much to his comfort 
and edification. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

In which the hero of thefe adventures makes his 
firji appear ence on thejiage of a5lion. 

'TpHE outward door of the Black Lion 
had already luftained two dreadful 
fliocks \ but at the third it flew open, and 
in ftalked an apparition, that fmote the 
hearts of our travellers with fear and trepi- 
dation. It was the figure of a man armed 
cap-a-pie, bearing on his Ihoulder a bun- 

4U« <lro|>patig witk -vraCci, wllIUl HRcrWarclS 

appeared to be the body of a man that 
feemed to have been drowned, and fifhed 
up from the bottom of the neigboufing 
riven Having depofited his burthen care- 
fully on the floor, he addrefl[ed himfelf to 
the company in thefe words : " Be not 
furprifed, good people, at this unufual ap- 
pearance, which I Ihall take an oppor- 
tunity to explain; and forgive the rude 
and boifterous manner in which I have de- 
manded, and indeed forced admittance. 

The 
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The violence of my intrufion was the cf- 
feft of neceflity. In croffingthe river, my 
Iquire and his horfe were fwept away by 
the ftream; and with Ibme difficulty I have 
been able to drag him afhore, though I ^ 
am afraid my afliftance reached him too 
late : for, fince I brought him to land, he 
has given no figns of life." 

Here he was interrupted by a groan> 

which ifTued from the cheft of the fquircj 

and terrified the fpedators as much as ic 

comforted the matter. After fomc recol- 

leftion, Mr. Fillet began to undrefs the 
bodj, which was laid m a blanket on the 

floor, and rolled from fide to fide by his 
diredtion. A conliderable quantity of wa- 
ter being difcharged from the mouth of 
this unfortunate fquire, he uttered a hide- 
ous roar, and, opening his eyes, flared 
wildly around: then the furgeon under- 
took for his recovery ; and his mafter went 
forth with the oftler in queft of the horfes, 
which he had left by the fide of the river. 

His 
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His back was no fooner turned than Ferret, 
who had been peeping from behind the 
pantry-door, ventured to rejoin the com- 
pany ; pronouncing with a fmile, or rather 
grin of contempt, " Hey-day ! what pre- 
cious mummery is this ? What, are we to 
have the farce of Hamlet's ghoft?" 
" Adzooks, (cried the captain) my kinf- 
man Tom has dropped a-ftern — hope in 
God a-has not bulged to, and gone to bot- 
tom/' *' Pifh, (exclaimed the mifarj- 
thrope) there's is no danger: the young' 
lawyer is only feifin^ Dolly in tail." 

Certain it is, Dolly fqueakcd atthat in- 

ftarit in the cellar; and Clarke appearing 

foon after in fome confufion, declared fhe 
had been frightened by a flafh of lightning: 
but this aflertion was not^confirmed by the 
young lady herfeli^ who eyed him with a 
fuUen regard, indicating difpleafure, though 
not indifference ; and when queftioned by 
her mother, replied, " A-doan't maind 
what a-fays, fo a-doan*t, vor all his goal- 
den jacket^ then." 

In 
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In the mean time the furgeon had per- 
formed the operation of phlebotomy on the 
Iquire, who was lifted into a chair, and 
fupported by the landlady for that pur- 
pofe ; but he had not as yet given any fign 
of having retrieved the ufe of his fenfes» 
And here Mr. Fillet could not help con- 
templating, with lurprize, the ftrangc 
figure and accoutrements of his patient^ 
who feemed in age to be turned of fifty. 
His ftature was below the middle fize : he 
was thick, fquat, and brawny, with a fmall 
protuberance on one fhoulder, and a pro- 
minent belly, which, in confequence of the 
water he had fwallowcd, now ftrutted be- 
yond its ufual dimenfions. His forehead 
was remarkably convex, and fo very low, 
that his black bufliy hair defcended within 
an inch of his nofe : but this did liot con- 
ceal the wrinkles of his front, which were 
manifold. His fmall glimmering eyes re- 
fembled thofe of the Hamplhire porker, 
that turns up the foil with his projedting 
fnout. His checks were fhrivcUed and 
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puckered at the corners, like the feams of 
a regimental coat as it comes from the 
hands of the contrador : his nofe bore a 
ftrong analogy in fhape to a tennis-ball, 
and in colour to a mulberry ; for all the 
water of the river had not been able to 
quench the natural fire of that feature. His 
upper jaw was furnifhed with, two long 
white Ihatp-pointed teeth or fangs, fuch 
as the reader niiay have obferved in the 
chaps of a wolfi or fliU-grown maftifF, and 
an anatomift would defcribe as a preterna- 
tural elongation of the dentes canhti. His . 
chin was fo long, fo peaked, and incur- 
vated, as to form in profile with his im- 
pending forehead the exaft refemblance of 
a moon in the firft quarter. With relpeft 
to his equipage, he had a leathern cap upon 
his head, faced like thofe worn by ma- 
rines, and exhibiting in embroidery the 
figure of a crefcenc. His coat was of 
white cloth feced with black, and cut in a 
very antique fafhion; and, in lieu of a 
waiftcoat, he wore a buff jerkin. His feet 

5 were 
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were cafcd with loofc bufkins, which, 
though they rofe almoft to his knee, could 
not hide that curvature known by the 
appellation of bandy legs. A large ftring 
of bandaliers garniihed a broad belt that 
graced his fhoulders, from whence de- 
pended an inftrument of war, which was 
fomething between a back-lword and a cut- 
lafs ; and a cafe of piftols were ftuck in his 
girdle. Such was the figure which the 
whole company now furveyed with admi* 
ration. After fome paufc, he feemed to 
recover his recollcdtion. He rolled his 
eyes around, and, attentively furveying 
every individual, exclaimed, in a ftrange 
tone, " Bodikins! where's Gilbert?" 
This interrogation did not favour much of 
fenity, cfpecially when accompanied with 
a wild flare, which is generally interpreted 
as a fure fign of a difturbed underftand- 
ing: neverthelefs, the furgeon endea- 
voured to affift his recolleftion*— 
*^ Come, (faid he) have a good-heart. 
--How do'ft do, friend ?'• « Do ! (re- 

replied 
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replied the fquire) do as well as I can:-— 
that's a lie t DO : I might have done better. 
I had no bufinefs to be here.'* " You 
ought to thank God and your matter (re-, 
fumed the furgeon) for the providential 
fifcape you have had." '^ Thank my mat- 
ter ! (cried the fquire) thank the devil ! 
Go and teach your grannum to crack fil- 
berds. I know who Tm bound to pray 
for, and who I ought to curfc the longeft 
day I have to live/' 

Here the Captain interpofing, " Nay, 
brother, (faid he) you are bound to pray 
for this here gendeman as your Iheet- an- 
chor : for, if fo be as he had not cleared 
.your ftowage of the water you had taken in 
at your upper works, and lightened your 
. veins, d'ye fee, by taking away fome of 
your blood, adad! you had driven. before 
the gale, and never been brought up in 
this world again, d'ye fee." "What, 
then you would perluade me (replied the 
patient) that the only way to fave my 
life was to flied my precious blood ? 

Look 
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Look ye, friend, it fhall not be loft blood 
to me. — I take you all to witnefs, that 
there furgeon, or apothecary, or farrier, or 
dog-do6tor, or whatfoever he may be, has 
robbed me of the balfam of life : — ^he has 
not left fo much blood in my body as would 
fatten a ftarved flea.— O ! that there was a 
lawyer here to ferve him with a JiferarU^ 
Then fixing His eyes upon Ferret, he pro- 
ceeded: " An*t you a limb of the law, 
friend ? — No, I cry you mercy, you look 
more like a fhew-man or a conjurer.'*—^ 
Ferret, nettled at this addrefs, anfwered, 
'* It would be well for you that I could 
conjure a little common fenfe into that 
numbfcull of yours." — ^* If I want that 
commodity, (rejoined the fquire) I muft 
go to another market, I trow. — You le- 
gerdemain men be more like to conjure 
the money from our pockets, than fenfe 
into our fculls. — ^Vor my own part, I was 
once cheated of vorty good Ihillings by one 
of your broother cups and balls." In all 
probability he would have defcended to 
Vol. I, C par- 
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particulars, had not he been feizcd with a 
return of his naufea, which obliged him to 
call for a bumper of brandy. This re* 
medy being Iwallowed^ the tumult in his 
ttomach fubfided. He defired he might 
be put to-bed without delay, and that half 
St dozen eggs and a pound of bacon might, 
in a couple of hours, be dreffed for his 
lupper. 

He was accordingly led ofF the fcene bf 
the landlady and her daughter; and Mr. 
Ferret had juH: time to obferve the fellow 
•was a compofition, in which he did not 
Icnow whetlier knave or fool moft predo- 
minated, when the mafter returned from 
the ftable. He had taken off his helmet, 
and now difplaycd a ver}' engaging coun- 
-^enance. His age did not feem to exceed 
thirty: he was tall and feemingly robuft; 
his face long and oval, his nofe aquiline, 
his mouth furniflied with a fet of elegant 
teeth white as the drifted fhow ; his com- 
plexion clear, and his aljpeft noble. His 
chelhut hair loofdy flowed in Ihort natural 

xrurls i 
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curk 5 and his grey eyes flione with fuch 
vivacity, as plainly (hewed that his realbn 
was a litde difcompofed. Such an appear- 
ance prepoffeflcd the greater part of the 
company in his favours he bowed round 
with the moft polite and affable addrefi ; 
enquired about his fquire \ and, being in- 
formed of the pains Mr. Fillet had taken 
for his recovery, infifted upon that gentle- 
man's accepting an handfome gratuity: 
then, in conlideration of the cold bath he 
had undergone, he was prevailed upon to 
take the poft of honour; namely, the 
great chair fronting the fire, which was re- 
inforced with a billet of wood for liis com- 
fbrt and convenience. 

Perceiving his fellow-travellers either 
over-awed into filence by his prefence, or 
ftioick dumb with admiration at his equi- 
page, he accofted them in thele words, 
wliile an agreeable fmile dimpled on his^ 
cheek. 

'* The good company vronders, no doubt, 
to fee a nnan cafed in armour, fuch as 

C X hath 
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hath been for above a whole century dif- 
ufed in this and every other country of 
Europe; and perhaps they will be ftill 
more furprifed, when they hear that man 
profels himfelf a noviciate of that military 
order, which hath of old been diftinguifti- 
ed in Great-Britain, as well as through all 
Chriftendom, by the name of Knights Er- 
rant. Yes, gendemen, in that painful and 
thorny path of toil and danger I have be- 
gun my career, a candidate for honeft fame ; 
determined, as far as in me lies, to honour 
and afiert the efforts of virtue ; to combat 
vice in all her forms, redrefs injuries, chaf- 
tife oppreffion, proteft the helplefs and 
forlorn, relieve the indigent, exert my befl 
endeavours in the caufe of innocence and 

m 

beauty, and dedicate my talents, fuch as 
they are, to the fervice of my country.*' 
** What ! (faid Ferret) you fet up for a 
modern Don Quixote? — The fcheme is 
father too flale and extravagant. — ^What 
^^as an humorous romance, and well-rimed 
^tire in Spain, near two hundred years 

ago. 
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ago, will make but a forry jeft, and ap- 
pear equally infipid and abfurd, when 
really afted from affectation, at this time 
a-day, in a country like England." 

The Knight, eying this cenfor with a 
look of difdain, replied, in a fblemn lofty 
tone : " He that from affeftation imitates 
the extravagancies recorded of Don 
Quixote, is an impoftor equally wicked 
and contemptible. He that counterfeits 
madnejfs, unlefs he diflembles like the elder 
Brutus, for fome virtuous purpofe> not 
only debafes his own foul, but a6ts as a 
traitor to heaven, by denying the divinity 
that is within him — I am neither an affeft- 
ed imitator of Don Quixote, nor, I truft 
in heaven, vifited by that Ipirit of lunacy 
fo admirably dilplayed in the fiditions 
charadter exhibited by the inimitable Cer- 
vantes. I have not yet encountered a 
windmill for a giants nor miftaken this 
public houfe for a magnificent caftie : nei- 
ther do I believe this gentleman to be the 

C 3 con- 
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conftable ; nor that wolthy praftioner to 
be mafter Elizabat, the furgeon recorded 
in Amadis de Gauh^nor you to be the 
enchanter Alquife, nor any other fage of 
hiftory or romance.— I fee and diftinguifh 
objefts as they are difcerned and defcribed 
by other men. I reafon without prejudice, 
can endure contradidion, and, as the com- 
pany perceives, even bear impertinent 
cenfure without pafllon or refentment, I 
quarrel with none but the foes of virtue 
and decorum, againft whoni 1 have de- 
clared perpetual war, and them I will 
every where attacks as tlie natural enemies 
of mankind." *^ But that war (faid the 
cynic) may foon be brought to a conclu* 
fion, and your adventures clofe in Bridc- 
weH, provided yo^ meet with jfbme deter- 
mined conftable, who will feize your wor- 
Ihip as vagrant, according to the ftatute." 
" Beaven and earth ! (cried the ftranger, 
ftarting up and laying his hand to his fword) 
do I live to hear my felf infulted with fuch 

an 
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an opprobrious epithet> and refrain fron^ 
trampling into dufi: the iniblent calum-» 
niator !'^ 

The tone in "which thefe words were 
pronounced, and the indignation that flalh- 
cd from the eyes of the fpeaker^ intimidat- 
ed every individual of the fociety, and re- 
duced Ferret to a temporary privation of 
all his faculties* His eyes retired within 
dieir lockets r his cx>mplexion> which was 
naturally of a copper hue> now fhifted to 
a kaden colour i his teeth began tx> chat- 
ter i and alf his limbs were agitated by a 
fiidden palfy« The Knight obferved "hit 
condition^ and reiumed his leat, faying,, 
^ I was ta hbune i my vengeance muft be 
refervcd for very different objefts. -^ 
Friend^ you have nothing to fear — the 
bidden gud; of paffion is now blown over. 
Recoiled yourfelfy and I will reafon calmly^ 
en the obfervation you have made^" 

This was a very feafonable declaratiott 
to Mr, Ferret,, who opened his eyes, and 
wiped his forehead, while the other pro- 

C 4 ceeded 
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ceeded in thefc terms. " You fay I am 
in danger of being apprehended as a 
vagrant : I am not fo ignorant of the laws 
of my country, but that I know the de- 
fcription of thofe who fall within the legal 
meaning of this odious term. You muft 
give me leave to inform you, friend, that I 
am neither bearward, fencer, ftroUer, 
gipfey, mountebank, nor mendicant; nor 
do I praftife fubtle craft to deceive and 
impofc on the King's lieges ; nor can I be 
held as an idle diforderly perfon, travcU 
ling from place to place, collefting monies 
by virtue of counterfeited pafles, briefs, 
and other falfc pretences. — In what relpeft 
therefore am 1 to be deemed a vagrant ? 
Anfwer boldly, without fear or fcruple.'* 
To this interrogation the mifanthrope re- 
plied, with a faultering accent, *^ If not a 
vagrant, you incur the penalty for riding 
armed in affray of the peace." " But, in- 
Aead of riding armed in affray of the peace, 
(refumed the other) I ride in prefervation 
of the peace i and gendemen are allowed 

by 
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by the law to wear armour for their de-r 
fence. Some ride with blunderbufles, fome 
with piftols, fome with fwords, according 
to their various inclinations. Mine is to 
wear the armour of my forefathers : per- 
haps I ufe them for exercifc, in order to 
accuftom myfelf to fatigue, and ftrengthen 
my conftitution: perhaps I aflume them 
for a frolick." 

*' But if you fwagger armed and in dif- 
guife, aflault me on the highway, or put 
me in bodily fear, for the fake of the jeft, 
the law will punilh you in earneft," (cried 
the other.) " But my intention (anfwered 
the Knight) is carefully to avoid all thofe 
occafions of offences/* " Then (faid Fer- 
ret) you may go unarmed, hke other fober 
people." " Notfo, (anfwered the Knight) 
as I propofe to travel all times, and in all 
places, mine' armour may guard me againft 
the attempts of treachery : it may defend 
me in combat againft odds, fliould 1 be 
affauked by a multitude of plebeians, or 

C 5 have 
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have occafion to bring malefaftors to 
juftice/* *' What, then (exclaimed the 
jphilofopher) you intend to co-operate with 
the honourable fraternity of thief-takers ;** 
*' I do purpofe (faid the youth, eying him 
with a look of itieffable contempt) to aft 
as a coadjutor to the law, and even to re- 
medy evils which the law cannot reach ; 
to deteft fraud and treafbji, abafe info- 
Ience> mortify prkie, difcbut-age flander, 
difgntce immodefly, and fligmatize ingra«> 
dtude : but the in&mous part of a thief- 
tatcher's chara6ter I dilclaim. I neither 
ftflbciate wiA robbers aad pickpockets, 
knowing kheth to be fiicbi that, in being 
mtruftcd with their fecnets, I may the 
h>ore efieftually betray them 5 nor (hall 1 
fever pocket the reward granted by the 
legiflature to thofe by whom robbers arc 
brought to conviftion : but I fliall always 
think it my duty to rid my country of that 
pernicious Vefmin, which preys upon the 
boweh of the commonwealth —i not but 

that 
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chat aa incorporated company of licenieci 
diicves might, under proper regulations^ 
fae of fervicc to the community," 

Ftrrct> emboldened* by the paflive tame^ 
ne& \rtth which the ftranger bore his laft: 
ttBc£dca\y began to think he had nothing, 
of Hedor but his outfide>. and gave a. 
fix>le to alL the acrimony of his party- ran^ 
cour* Hearing the Knighc mention x. 
company of licenfed thieves, '* What elfe: 
(cried he) is the majority of the nation ?' 
What is your Handing army at home, that 
cat up their fellow-fubjefts ? • What arc 
your mercenaries abroad, whom you hire. 
to fight their owa quarrels ? What is your 
milida, that wife meafure of this fagaciou3. 
m— ry, but a larger ^ng of petty thieves,, 
who ileal iheep and poultry through mere 
idlenefsi. and were they confronted with, 
an. enemy, would fteal themfelvcs away? 
What is your •^.. . . . but a knot of thieves,, 
who pillage the nation under colour of 
law, and enrich themfclves with the wreck. 
irf! diOf countiy ? When you confider the 

C 6t- enormous^ 
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<uiormous debt of an hundred millions, 
the intolerable load of taxes and impofi- 
tions under which we groan, and the 
manner in which that burthen is yearly ac- 
cumulating, to fupport two German elec- 
torates, without our receiving any thing in 
return but the fhews of triumph and 
Ihadows of conqueft : I fay, when you rc- 
£e6t on thefe circumftanccs, and at the 
fame time behold our cities filled with 
bankrupts, and our country with beggars i 
can you be fo infatuated as to deny that 
our m — ^y is mad, or worfc than mad; 
our wealth exhaufted, our people mifera- 
ble, our credit blafted, and our ftate on 
the brink of perdition ? — This profped^ 
indeed, will make the fainter impreflion, 
if we recolleft that we ourfelves are a pack 
of fuch profligate, corrupted, pufillanimou^ 
rafcals, as deferve no falvation." 

The ftranger, raifing his voice to a 
loud tone, replied, " Such, indeed, are 
the infinuations, equally faife and infidu- 
ous, with which the defperate emiffaries 

of 
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of a party endeavour to poiifbn the minds 
of his Majefly's fubjefts, in defiance of 
common honefly and common fenle. But 
he muft be blind to all perception, and 
dead to candour, who does not fee and 
own that we are involved in a juft and nc- 
ceifary war, which has been maintained on 
truly Britifti principles, profecuted with vi- 
gour, and crowned with luccejfs ; that our 
taxes are eafy in proportion to our wealth ; 
that our conquefts are equally glorious and 
important 5 that our commerce flouriihes, 
our people are happy, and our enemies re- 
duced to delpain— -Is there a man who boafts 
a Britilh heart, that repines at the fucceft 
and profperity of his country ? Such there 
are, O'fliame to patriotifm, and reproach 
to Great-Britain !' who a6t as the emifla- 
ries of France both in word and writings 
who exaggerate our neceffary burthens, 
magnify our dangers, extol the power of 
our enemies, deride our vidtories, exte- 
nuate our conquefts, -condemn the mea- 
fores of opr ^Qvemmenti and flatter the 
w . ^ . feeds 
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ieeds of difiatisfaftioa through the hndk 
Such domcflid traitors are doubly the ob* 
jedfcs of dfeteftarionj firft, in perverting^ 
truth J, and^. (econdly> in propagating falfe^ 
hood, to the prejudice of that communigr 
of which they have profeflcd theniielvei 
membert}.. One of thefe is well known bjic 
dbe name of Ferrety, an old>. rancorous^ in^ 
corrigible inftruitient of fedition :. happy it 
is for him> that he has never fitUen in mf 
way I for^ notwithftanding the nnasdms of 
£)rbearance idilch I have adoptedj the tn^ 
digoation whidi the character of that caitiff 
infpires, would probably impel me Go ibmeL 
ft& of violence/and I Ihoulfi crufh him 
Uke an ungrateful viper>, that gnawed the 
bofom whick wormed it into life !" 

Tfae& tafl wordfi were pronounced with a 
wiklne& of bokj that, even bordered upOnu 
frenzy. The mifanthrope once more re« % 
tired to die pantry for (heker^ and the reft 
of tJK guefh Were ei^vidently difc^ocerted.^. 

Mr. Fillet^ in <mler to change the con^ 
,trerfat]Qfi| which was. likely to produce k^ 

riouai' 
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rious confequcnces, exprefled uncommoa 
fatisfaftion at the remarks which the 
Knight had made, fignified his approba- 
tion of the honourable office he had under- 
taken ; declared himfelf happy in having; 
feen ilich an accomplifhed cavalier; and 
obfervcd, that nothing was wanting to ren- 
der him a complete knight- errant^ but 
£>me celebrated beauty^ the miftrels of his. 
hearty whole ideas might animate his breads 
imd ftrengthen his arm to the utmoU ex.- 
ertion of valour : he added, that love wai 
the foul of chivalry. The ftrartger ftarted 
it tWs difcourfe. He turned his eyes oa 
the furgeon with a fixed regard : his coun- 
tenance chahged : a torrent of tears gulhed 
down his cheeks : his head liink upon his 
bofbm : he heaved a profound ligh ; and 
remained m lilence with all the external 
n^arks of unutterable forrow. The com- 
pany were in fome meafure infefted by his 
de^wndence ; concerning the caufc of 
>vhich, however, they would not venture % 
to inquire. 
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By this time the landlady, having dif^ 
pofed of the fquire, defired to know, with 
many curtfies, if his honour would not 
chufe to put off his wet garments j affuring 
him, that fhe had a very good feather-bed 
at his fervice, upon which many gentle- 
volks of the virft quality had lain ; that the 
Iheets were well aired; and that Dolly 
fliould warm them for his worfhip with a pan 
of coals. This holpitable offer being repeat- 
ed, he feemed to wake from a trance of 
griefi arofe from his feat, and, bowing 
courteoufly to the company, withdrew. 

Captain Crowe, whofe faculty of Ipeech 
had been all this time ablbrbed in amaze- 
ment, now broke into the converfacion 
with a volley of interjeftions : " Split my 
fnatchblock ! — Odd's firkin ! — Splice my 
old fhoes !— -I have failed the fait feas, 
brother, fince I was no higher than the 
Triton's tafFril — eaft^ wefl, north, and 
fouth, as the faying is — Blacks, Indians, 
Moors, Morattos, and Seapoys i — but, 
fmite my timbers ! fuch a man of war."— . 

Here 
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Here he was interrupted by his nepheyr 
Tom Clarke, who had difappeared at the 
Knight's firft entrance, and now produced 
himfelf with an eagernefs in his look, 
while the tears ftarted in his eyes. — " Lord 
blefs my foul! (cried he) I know that 
gendeman, and his fci*vant, as well as I 
know my own father. — I am his own god- 
fon, uncle : he ftood for me when he was 
a boy-r-yes, indeed. Sir, my fether was 
fteward to the eftate — I . may fay I was 
bred up in the family of Sir Everhard 
Greaves, who has been dead thefe two 
years — this is the only fon. Sir Launcelot j 
the beft-natured, worthy, generous gen-* 
tleman — I care not who knows it : I love 
him as well as if he was my own flelh and 
blood.''— 

At this period Tom, whofe heart was 
of the melting mood, began to fob and 
weep plenteoufly, fbm pure affedion, 
Crowe, who was not very fubjeft to thefe 
tendernefles^ damned him for a chicken- 
hearted lubber; repeating, with much 

peeviih- 
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pcevifhnefi, " What do'ft cry for ? What 
do'ft cry for, noddy ?*' The furgeon^ inv* 
patient to know the ftory of Sir Launcelo^ 
which he had heard imperfeftly recounted^ 
begged that Mr. Clarke would compofe 
himielf^ and relate it as circumilaaitially zi 
his memory could retain the particulars i, 
and Tom, wiping Ws eyes> promifcd tx^ 
^ve him that fatisfaftion j which the rea* 
der, if he be fo minded^ may partakfi ioi 
the next chapter.. 

CHAP. IIL 

IVhlih tbi reader^ 9ft perufaly maj V9\/l^ M9tr0 

ckaptdr At laji^ 

*T* H E Doftor prefcribed s repetaiur of 
the julep, and mixed the ihgredientl 
Jecnndm artem^ Tom Clarke hemmed 
thrice, to dear his pipes i while the reft 
of the company, including Dotty and her 
mother, who had by this time adminifter- 
cd to the knight, compofed themfelves 
ioto carue^ and hufeed attention. Them 

tho* 
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tfie young kwycr began his narration to 
this efFeft : — " I tell ye what, gemmen, I 
don't pretend in this here cafe to flourifli 
and harangue like a ■ h aving never been 
called to— but what of that, d'ye fee ?— 

perhaps I may know as much as ^Fafts 

are fa6b, as the laying is. — I ffiall tell> 
repeat, and relate a plain ftory — matter^ 
of fa6t, d'ye fee, without rheroric, oratory^ 
omamenty or embellifhment ; without re- 
petition, tautology, circumlocution, or go- 
ing about the bufti: fafts which I (ball 
aver, pardy on the teftimony of my owa 
knowledge, and pardy from the informa- 
tion of refponfible evidences of good re- 
pMt^e and credit^ any circuaiftance knowa 
to the contrary notwithftandii^ : — for, as 
the law iakbj if fo be a» how there is am 
fxcepHoH to evidence, that exception is in its 
nature but a deni^ of what is taken to be 
good by the other party, and exceptio in nm 
ixceptisy firmat regulam^ d'ye fee.* — But,, 
howlbmever, in regard to this here affair,, 
.we need not be fo fcrup(^ou3 as if we 

were 
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were pleading before a judge Jedentt 



luria"- 



. Ferret, whofe curiofity was rather more 
eager than that of any other perfon in this 
audience, being provoked by this pream- 
ble, daflied the pipe he had juft filled in 
pieces againft the grate ; and, after having 
pronounced the interjedlion pijh^ with an 
acrimony of afpeft altogether peculiar to 
himfelfi " If (faid he) impertinence and 
folly were felony by the ftatute, there 
would be no want of unexceptionable evi- 
dence to hang fuch an eternal babbler." 

** Anan, babbler ! (cried Tom, reddening 
with paflion, and ftarting up) I'd have you 
to know. Sir, that I can bite as well as 
babble; and that, if I am fo minded, I 
can run upon the foot after my game with- 
out being in fault, as the faying is ; and, 
which is more, I can fhake an old fox by 
the collar." . 

How far this young lawyer might have 
proceeded to prove himfelf ftaunch on the 
perfon of the mifanthrope, if he had not 

been 
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been prevented, we fhall not determine ; 
but the whole company were alarmed at 
his looks and his expreffions. Dolly's roly 
cheeks ajQTumed an afh-colour, while ftie 
ran between the dilputants, crying, " Naay, 
naay — ^vor the love of God doan't then, 
doan't!'* But captain Crowe exerted a 
parental authority over his nephew, faying, 

Avaft, Tom, avaft ! Snugg's the word 

—we'll have no boarding, d'ye fee. — Haul 
forward thy chair again, take thy berth, 
and proceed with thy ftory in a direct 

courfe, without yawing like a Dutch 
yanky." 

Tom, thus tutored, recoUefted himfelf, 
refumeo^is feat, and, after fome paufe, 
plunged at once into the current of narra- 
tion. " I told you before, gemmen, that 
the gentleman in armour was the only fon 
of Sir Everhard Greaves, who poffeffed a 
free eftate . of five thoufand a year in our 
county, and was refpefted by all his 
neighbours, as much for his perfonal merit 
as for his family-fortune. With refpeft to 

his 
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fon Launcelot, whom you have feen, I can 
remember nothing until he returned from 
the univerfity, about the age of feven- 
teen, and then I myfelf was not more than* 
ten years old. The young gemman was 
at that time in mourning for his mother; 
though God he knows. Sir Everhard had 
more<:aufe to rejoice than to be afflifted at 
her death: — for, among friends, (here he 
lowered his^ voice, and look round the 
Idtchen) fhe was very whimfical, expenfive, 
and ill-tempered, and, I'm afraid, a little 

—upon the flighty order * a little 

touched or foj — but mum for that — the 
lady is now dead ; and it is my maxim, de 
mortuls ml njfi boriUm. The young fquire 
was even then very handfome, and looked 
remarkably well in his weepers: but he 
had an aukward air and fliambling gait, 
(looped mortally, and was fo fhy and filent, 
that he would not look a ftranger in the 
face, nor open his mouth before con^pany. 
Whenever he fpied a horfe or carriage at 
the gate, he would make his efcape into 
3 the 
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the garden, and from theijce into the park ; 
Vhere many's the good time and often he 
has been found fitting under a tree, with a 
book in his hand, reading Greek, Latin^ 
and other foreign linguas. 

Sir Everhard himfelf was no great fcho- 
lar, and my father had fbi^ot his claflical 
learning ; and fo the redior of the parifh 
was defired to examine young Launcelot. 
It was a long time before he found an op- 
portunity : the fquirc always gave him the 
flip. At length the parfon catched him ifc 
bed of a morning, and, locking the door, 
to it they went tooth and naik What 
pafTed betwixt them the Lord in heaven 
knows ; but, when the D odor came forth, 
he looked wild and haggard as if he had 
ieen a ghoft^ bis face as white as . paper, 
and his lips trembling like an afpen-leaf. 
*^ Parfon, (faid the knight) what is the 
matter ? — ^how do'fl: find my fon ? I hope 
he won't turn out a ninny, and difgrace his 
family." The Dodtor, wiping the fweat 
£-om his forehead, replied, with ibme hefi- 

tation% 
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tation, " he could not tell — he hoped the 
beft — the fquire was to be fure a very ex- 
traordinary young gentleman'* But the 

father urging him to give an explicit an- 
fwer, he frankly declared, that, in his opi- 
nion, the fon would turn out either a 
mirror of wifdom, or a monument of folly : 
for his genius and difpofition were altoge- 
ther preternatural. The knight was forely 
vexed at this declaration, and fignified his 
dilpleafure by faying, the doftor, like a 
true prieft, dealt in myfteries and oracles, 
that would admit of different and indeed 
contrary interpretations. He afterwards 
confulted my father, who had ferved as 
fteward upon the eftate for above thirty 
years, and acquired a confiderable fhare of 
his favour. " Will. Clarke, (faid he, with 
tears in his eyes) what (hall I do with this 
unfortunate lad ? I would to God he had 
never been born ; for I fear he will bring 
my grey hairs with forrow to the grave. 
When I am gone, he will throw away the 
eftate, and bring himfelf to infamy and 

ruin 
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ruin by keeping company with rooks and 
beggars. — O Will ! I could forgive extra- 
vagance m a young man; but it breaks 
my heart to fee my only fon give fuch re- 
peated proofs of a mean fpirit and fordid 
diipofition V 

Here the okl gendeman fhed a 6aod of 
tears^ and not without fome fhadow of 
reafon. By this time Launcelot was grown 
fo rcferved to his father, that he feldom 
faw him, or any of his relations, except 
when he was in a manner forced to appear at 
table, and there his bafhfulnefs feemed every 
day to increafe. On the other hand, he 
had formed fome very ftrange connexions. 
Every morning he vifited the ftable, where 
he not only converfed with the gi*ooms 
and helpers, but fcrapec^ acquaintance with 
the horfes : he fed his favourites with his 
own hand, ftroaked, careffed, and rode 
them by turns; till at laft they grew fo 
familiar, that, evi n when they were i t grafs, 
and faw him at a diftance, they would tofs 
their manes, whinny like fo many colts at 

Vol. I. D fight 
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fight of the dam, and galloping up to the 
place where he ftood, fmell him all over. 
Y ou muft know that I myfelf^ though 
a child, was his companion in all thefe ex- 
curiions. He took a liking to me on ac^ 
count of my being his godfon, and gave 
me more money than I knew what to do 
with : he had always plenty of cafh for the 
afking, as my father was ordered to fupply 
him liberally, the knight thinking that a . 
command of money might help to raife 
his thoughts to a proper confideration of 
his own importance. He never could en- 
dure a common beggar, that was not ei- 
ther in a ftate of infancy or of old age : 
but, in other refpefts, he made the guineas; 
fly in luch a manner, as looked more lik€ 
madnefs than gen^rofity. He had no com* 
munication with your rich yeomen ; but 
rather treated them and their families with 
ftudied contempt, becaufe forfooth they 
pretended to afliime the drefe and manners 
of the gentry : they kept their footmen, 
their ikddle -horfcs, and chaifes : dieir wives 

and 
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and daughters appeared m their jewels, 
their filks, and their fatins, their negligees 
and trollopees : their clumfy (hanks, like 
fo many fhins of bee^ were cafed in filk- 
hofc and embroidered flippers : their raw 
red fingers, grofs as the pipes of a cham- 
ber-organ, which had been employed in 
milking the cows, in twirling the mop or 
churn-ftaff, being adorned with diamonds, 
were taught to thrum the pandola, and 
even to touch the keys of die harpfichord : 
nay, in every village they kept a rout and 
fet up an ailembly; and in one place a 
hog-butcher was matter of the ceremonies. 
I have heard Mr. Greaves ridicule them 
for their vanity and aukward imitation i 
and therefore, I believe, he avoided all 
concerns with them, even when they en- 
deavoured to engage his attention. It was 
the lower fort of people with whom he 
chiefly converfed, fuch as ploughmen, 
ditchers, and other day-labourers. To 
every cottager in the parifli he was a 
bounteous benefaftor. He was, in the 

D 2 literal 
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literal fcnfc of the word, a careful overfeer 
of the poor; for he went from hbufe to 
houfe, induftriouQy inquiring into the dif- 
trefles of the people. He repaired their 
huts, cloathed their backs, filled their bel- 
lies, and fupplied them with neceflaries 
for exercifing their induftry and different 
occupations. 

ril give you one inftance now, as a 
fpecimen of his charafter. He and I ftrol- 
li)ig one day on the fide of a common, favf 
two boys picking hips and haws from the 
hedges, one feemed to be about five, and 
the other a year older : they were both bare- 
foot and ragged ; but at the lame time fat, 
fair, and in good condition. *' Who do you 
belong to?" (faidMn Greaves.) To Mary 
Stile, (replied the oldeft)-the widow ihat 
rents one of them houfen/* ** And how 
do'ft live, my boy ? Thou looked frefli and 
jolly j" refumed the fquire. " lived well 
enough till yefterday,'* anfwered the child. 
*' And pray what Jiappened yefterday, my 
boy ?" continued Mr. Greaves. ^' Hap- 
pened I 
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pened ! (faid he) why, mammy had a 
coople of little Welch keawes, that giVn 
milk enough to fill all our bellies j mam- 
my's, and mine, and Dick's here, and 
my two little fifters at hoam : yefterday 
the fquire feized the keawes for rent, Gctl 
rot'un ! Mammy's gone to bed lick and 
fulky : my two fifters be crying at hoam 
yor vood; and Dick and I be come hither 
to pick haws and bullies." 

My godfather's face grew red as fcarlet : 
he took one of the children im either hand, 
and leading them towards the houfe, 
fbvtnd Sir Everhard talking with nrty father 
before the gate. Inftead of avoiding the 
old gendcman, as ufual, he brufhed up to 

him with a Ipirit he had never Ihewn be- 
fore, and prefenting the two ragged boys, 
" Surely, Sir, (faid hie) you will wot 
countenance that ruffian your fteward, 
in oppreffing the widdw and the fatheriefs. 
On pretence of diftrainihg for the rent 'of 
a cottage, he has robbed the mother of 
thefe and other poor infknt-orphans of two 

D 3 cows» 
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cows, which afforded them their whole 
fuftenance. Shall you be concerned in 
tearing the hard-earned morfel from the 
mouth of indigence ? Shall your name, 
which has been fo long mentioned as a 
blefling, be now detefted as a curfe by the 
poor, the helplefe, and forlorn ? The fa- 
ther of thefc babes was once your game- 
keeper, who died of a confumption caught 

in your fervice. You fee they are almofl 

naked — I found them plucking haws and 
floes, in order to appeafe their hunger.—- 
The wretched mother is ftarving in a cold 
cottage, diftrafted with the cries of other 
two infants, clamorous for food; and 
while her heart is burfting with anguifli 
and defpair, (he invokes heaven to avenge 
the widow's caufe upon the head of her 
unrelenting landlord !" 

This unexpefted addrefs brought tears 
into the eyes of the good old gentleman. 
** Will. Clakcj (laid he to my father) how 
durft you abufe my authority at this rate ? 
You who know I have been always a pro- 
testor. 
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te6tor, not an oppreflbr of the needy and 
unfortunate. I charge you, go imme- 
diately and comfort this poor woman with 
immediate relief: inftead of her own cows, 
let her have two of the beft milch cows of 
my dairy : they (hall graze in my parks in 
fummer, and be foddered with my hay in 
winter. — She fhall fit rent free for life; 
and I will take care of thefe her poor or- 
phans." 

This was a very afFefting fcene. Mn. 
Launcelot took his father's hand and kriTed 
it, wMe the tears ran down his checks ; ' 
and Sir Everhard embraced his fon with 
great tcndernefs, crying, " My dear boy ! 
God be prailed for having given you fuch 
a feeling heart/' My father himfelf was 
moved, thof a praftitioner of the law, and 
confequently ufed to diftreffes. — He de- 
clared, that he had given no diieftions to 
diftrain ; and that the bailiff mull have 
done it by his own authority. — "If that 
be the cafe (faid the young fquire) let 

D 4 the 
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the inhuman rafcal be turned out of our 
fervice." 

Well, gemmen, the children were im- 
mediately cloathed and fed, and the poor 
widow was almoft diftrafted with joy. The 
eld knight, being of a humane temper 
himfclf, was pleafed to fee fuch proofs of 
his fon's generofity : he was not angry at 
Jiis fpending his money, but at Iquandcr- 
ing away his time among the dregs of the 
people. For you muft know, he not only 
made matches, portioned poor maidens^i 
and fet up young couples that came toge- 
ther without money y but he mingled in: 
every ruftic diverfion, and bore away the 
prize in every conteft. He excelled every 
fwain of that diftridt in feats of ftrength 
and aftivityj in leaping, running, wreft- 
ling, cricket, cudgel-playing, and pitch- 
ing the bar ; and was confefled to be, out 
of fight, the bcft dancer at all wakes and 
holidays : happy was the country-girl who 
could engage the young fquire as her 

partner ! 
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partner ! To be fore it was a comely fight 
for to fee as how the buxom cotintry- 
lafles, frelh and fr^ant, and bluftiing Uke 
the rofe, in their beft apparel dight> their 
white hofe, and clean iftiort dimity petti- 
coats, their gaudy gowhs bf printed cdt*. 
ton; their top-knots, kiflSng-ftrin^, ahd 
ftomachers, bedizened with bunches 6( 
ribbons of various colours, green, pitik^ 
and yellow; to fee them crowned with 
garlands, and aflembled on May-day, to 
dance before fquire Launcdot, as he madfe 
his morning's progrefs dirough the village. 
Then all the young peafants made thrfr 
appearance with cockades, fuited to tlfe 
fancies of their feveral fwect* hearts, and 
boughs of flowering hawthorn. The chil- 
dren (ported about the flocks of frifking 
lambs, or the young fry fwarming under 
the funny bank of (bme meandering river. 
The old men and women, in their holiday- 
garments, ft:ood at their doors to receive 
their benefadtor, and poured fordi bleflings 
on him as he paflcd: the children welcoired 

D 5 him 



S8 THE ADVENTURES OF 

him with their (hrill ihouts ; the damfels 
with fbngs of praife ; and the young men 
with the pipe and tabor marched before 
lum to the May-pole^ which was bedecked 
with flowers and bloopn. There the rural 
dance began: a plentiful dinner^ with 
oceans of good liquor^ was befpoke at the 
White Hart: the whole village was re- 
galed at the fquire's expence; and both 
the day and the night was (pent in mirth 
and pleafure. Lord help you ! he could 
not reft if he thought there was an aching 
heart in the whole parifh. Every paultry 
cottage was in a little time converted into 
a pretty fnug, comfortable habitation, with 
a wooden porch at the door, glais cafe- 
ments in the windows, and a litde garden 
behind well ftored with greens, roots, and 
iallads. In a word, the poor's rate was 
reduced to a meer trifle, and one would 
have thought the golden age was revived 
in Yorkfhire. 

But, as I told you before, the old knight 
CQuld not bear to fee his only fon fo whqlly 

attached 
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attached to thefe lowly pleafurcs, while he 
induftrioufly (hunned all opportunities of 
appearing in that fuperior fphere to whichr 
he was defigned by nature and by fortunes 
He imputed his condu6l to meannels of 
Ipirit, and advifed with my father touching 
the propereft expedient to wean his aflFec- 
tions from fiich low-born purfuits. My 
father counfelled him to fend the young 
gendeman up to London, to be entered as 
a ftudent in the Temple, and recommend- 
ed to the fuperintendance of fome perlbn 
who knew the town,, and might engage 
him infenfibly in fuch amufements and 
connexions, as would foon lift his ideas 
above the humble objefts on which- they 
had been hitherto employed. This ad- 
vice appeared fo falutary, that it was fol- 
lowed without the leaft hefitation. The 
young fquire himfelf was perfeftly well fa- 
tistied with the propofal, and in a few day^ 
fct out for the great city : but there was 
not a dry eye in the parifh at his departure, 
although he prevailed upon his father to 

D 6 pay 
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pay in his abfence all the penfions he had 
granted to thofe who could not live on the 
fruit of their own induftry. In what manner 
he fpent his time at London, it is none of 
my bufineft to inquire -, thof I know pretty 
well what kind of lives are led by gem- 
mem of your Inns of Court.— I myfelf 
once belonged to Serjeant's Inn, and was 
perhaps as good a wit and a critick as any 
Templar of them all. Nay, as for that 
rhatter, thof I defpife vanity, I can aver 
with a fafe confcience, that I had once the 
honour to belong to the foiety called tbe 
Town : we were all of us attorney's clerks, 
gemmcn, and had our meetings at an ale- 
houfe in Butcher-row, where we regulated 
the diverfions of the theatre. 

But to return from this digreflion : Sir 
Everhard Greaves did not feem to be very 
well pleafed with the conduft of his fon at 
London. He got notice of fome irregula- 
rities and fcrapes into which he had fallen ; 
and the fquire feldom wrote to his father, 
except to draw upon him for money, 

which 
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which he did fo faft, that in eighteen 
months the old gemman loft all patience. 

At this period fquire Darnel chanced to 
die, leaving an only daughter, a minor, 
heirels of three thoufand a year, under the 
guardianlhip of her uncle Anthony, whofe 
brutal charafter all the world knows. The 
breath was no Iboner out of his brother's 
body than he refolved, if poflible, to fuc- 
ceed him in parliament as reprefentative 
for the borough of Aflienton. Now yoii 
muft know, that this borough had been 
for many years a bone of contention be- 
tween the families of Greaves ^d Darnel; 
and at length the difference was compro- 
mifed by the interpofidon of friends, on 
condition that Sir Everhard and fquire 
Darnel fhould alternately reprefcnt the 
place in parliament. They agreed to this 
compromife for their mutual convenience ; 
but they were never heartily reconciled. 
Their political principles did not tally; 
and their wives looked upon each other as 

rivals 
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rivals in fortune and magnificence : fb that 

there was no intercourfe between them, 

thof they lived in the fame neighbourhood. 

On the contrary, in all difputes, they con- 

ftandy headed the oppofite parties. Sir 

Everhard underftanding that Anthony 

Darnel had begun to canvafs, and was 

putting every iron in the fire, in violation 

and contempt of the ^^//«iyJz/»/7/> before 

mentioned, fell into a violent paflion, that 

brought on a fevere fit of the gout, by 

which he was difabled from giying perlbnal 

attention to his own intereft. My father, 

indeed, employed all his diligence and ad- 

drefs, and fpared neither money, time, 

nor conftitution, till at length he drank 

himfelf into a confumption, which was the 

death of him. But, after all, there is a 

great difFerence between a fteward and a 

principal. Mr. Darnel attended in propria 

perjona^ flattered and careffed the women, 

feafted the eleftbrs, hired mobs, madfe 

proceflions, and fcattered about his money 

in 
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in fuch a manner, that our friends durft 
hardly Ihew their heads in public. 

At this very crifis our young fquire, to 
whom his fether had written an account of 
the tranfaftion, arrived unexpeftedly at 
Greavefbury-hall, and had a long private 
conference with Sir Everhard* The news 
of his return fpread like wild-fire through 
all that part of the country : bonfires were 
made, and the bells fct a-ringing in fevc- 
ral towns and fteeples s and next morning 
above feven hundred people were aflem- 
bled at the gate, with mufic, flags and 
dreamers, to welcome their young fquire, 
and accompany him to the borough of 
Aftienton. He fet out on foot with this 
retinue, and entered one end of the town 
juft as Mr. DarneFs mob had come in at 
the other. Both arrived about the lame 
time at the market-place j but Mr. Dar- 
nel, mounting firft into the balcony of the 
town-houfe, made a long fpeech to the 
people in favour of his own pretenfions, 
not without fome invidious reflexions 

glanced 
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gknced at Sir Everhard, his competitor. 
We did not much mind the acclamations 
of his party, which we knew had been 
hired for that purpofe: but we were in 
fome pain for Mr. Greaves, who had not 
been ufed to Ipeak in public. He took 
his turn, however, in the balcony; and, 
uncovering his head, bowed all round with 
the moft engaging courtefy. He was 
dreffed in a green frock trimmed with 
gold, and his own dark hair flowed about 
his ears in natural curls, while his fece was 
overfpread with a blufh, that improved the 
glow of yoyth to a deeper crimfon, and I 
dare fay fet many a female heart a-palpi- 
tating. When he made his firfl: appear- 
ance, there was juft (uch a humming and 
clapping of hands as you may have heard 
when the celebrated Garrick comes upon 
the ftage in King Lear, or King Richard, 
or any other top charafter. But how agree- 
ably were we difappointed, when our young 
gentleman made fuch an oration as would 
not have difgraced a Pitt, an Egmont, or 

a Mxuray! 
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a Murray ! While he (poke, all was hufh- 
ed in' admiration and attention — you could 
have almoft heard a feather drop to the 
ground. It would have charmed you to 
hear with what modefly he recounted the 
fcrvices which his father and grandfather 
had done to the corporation; with what 
eloquence he expatiated upon the (hame- 
ful infraftion of the treaty fubfifting be- 
tween the two falimies; and with what 
keen and Ipirited ftrokes of fadre he retort- 
ed the iarcafms of Darnel. He no fooner 
concluded his harangue, than there was 
llich a burft of applaufe as feemcd to rend 
the very Iky. Our mufick immediately 
ftruck up J our people advanced with their 
enfigns, and, as every man had a good 
cudgel, broken heads would have enfued, 
had not Mr. Darnel and his party thought 
proper to retreat with uncommon difpatch. 
He never offered to make another public 
entrance, as he faw the torrent ran fo vio- 
lently againft him 5 but fat down with his 

lofs. 
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lols, and withdrew his oppofition, though 
at bottom extremely mortified and in- 
cenfed. Sir Everhard was unanimoufly 
clefted, and appeared to be the happieft 
man upon earth j for, befidcs the plcafure 
arifing from his viftory over this compe- 
titor, he was now fully fatisfied that his 
fon, inftead of diigracing, would do hor 
nour to his family. It would have moved 
a heart of ftone, to fee with what a tender 
tranlport of paternal joy he received his 
dear Launcelot, after having heard of his 
deportment and fuccels at Aflienton-j 
where, by the bye, he gave a ball to the 
ladies, and difplayed as much elegance 
and politenefs as if he had been bred at the 
court of Verfailles. 

This joyous feafon was of fhort dura<- 
tion: in a little time* all the happineis 
of the family was overcaft by a fad inci- 
dent, which hath left fuch an unfortu- 
nate impreffion upon the mind of the young 
gendeman, as, I am afraid, will never be 

effaced*. 
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-effaced. Mr. Darnel's niece and ward, 
the great heirefs, whofe name is Aurelia, 
was the nnoft celebrated beauty of the 
whole country — if I faid the whole king- 
dom, or indeed all Europe, perhaps I 
Ihould barely do her juftice. I done pre- 
tend to be a limner, gcmmen j nor does it 
become me to delineate fuch excellence : 
but furcly I may prefume to repeat from 
the play -, 

^^01 ihe is all that painting can ex* 
prefs, 

** Or youthful poets fancy, when they 
love !" 

At that time (he might be about feven- 
tcen, tall and fair, and fo exquifitely 
Ihaped — ^you may talk of your Venus de 
Medicis, your Dianas, your Nymphs, 
and Galateas j but if Praxiteles, and Rou- 
billace, and Wilton, were to lay their 
heads together, in order to make a com- 
plete pattern of beauty, they would hard- 

ly 
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ly reach her model of perfedtion. — As 
for complexion, poets will talk of blending 
the lily with the rofe, and bring in a parcel 
of fimilies of cowflips, carnations, pinks, 
and daifies. — There's Dolly, now, has got 
a very good complexion : — indeed, fhe*s 
the very pidlure of health and innocence. 

—You are, indeed my pretty lafsj 

' hut parva componere mcgnis. — Mifs Darnel 
is all amazing beauty, delicacy, and dig- 
nity ! Then the foftnels and expreflion of 
her fine blue eyes j her pouting lips of coral 
hue \ her neck, that rifes like a tower of 
poliflied alabafter between two mounts of 
fnow. — I tell you what, gemmen, it don*t 
fignify talking : if e*er a one of you was ta 
meet this young lady alone, in the midfl: 
of a heath or common, or any unfrequented 
place, he would down on his knees^ and 
think he kneeled before fome fupernatural 
being. Til tell you more: Ihe not only 
refembles an angel in beauty, but a faint in 
goodnefs, and an hermit in humility j — fo 
void of all pride and afFeftation i fo fofi:,. 

and' 
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and fweet, and afFable, and humane! 
Lord ! I could tell fuch inftances of her 
charity ! — 

Sure enough? fhe and Sir Launcelot 
were formed by nature for each other: 
howfoever, the cruel hand of fortune hath 
intervened, and fevered them for ever. 
Every foul that knew them both, faid it 
was a thoufand pities but they ftiould 
come together, and extinguifh in their 
^ happy union the mutual animofity of die 
two families, which had fo often embroil- 
ed the whole neighbourhood. Nothing was 
heard but the praifes of mifs Aurelia Dar- 
nel and Mr. Launcelot Greaves ; and no 
doubt the parties were prepoffefled, by diis 
applaufe, in favour of each other. At 
length, Mr. Greaves went one Sunday to 
her parifli-church ; but, though the greater 
part of the congregation watched their 
looks, they could not perceive that (he took 
the leaft notice of him ; or that he feemed 
to be ftruck with her appearance. He 
afterwards had an opportunity of feeing her, 

more 
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from the box, and the ladies fcreamed pi- 
teoufly for help. Mr. Greaves chanced to 
be a-horfe back on the other fide of an in- 
clofure, when he heard their fhrieks ; and 
riding up to the hedge, knew the chariot, 
and faw their difafter. The horfes were 
then running full fpeed in fuch a direftion, 
as to drive headlong over a precipice into a 
ftone quarry, where they and the chariot, 
and the ladies, muft be dafhed in pieces. 
You may conceive, gemmen, what his 
thoughts were when he faw fuch a fine 
young lady, in the flower of her age, juft; 
plunging into eternity ; when he faw the 
lovely Aurelia on the brink of being pre- 
cipitated among rocks, where her delicate 
limbs muft be mangled and tore afunder ;, 
when he perceived that, before he could 
ride round by the gate, the tragedy would 
be finiftied. The fence was fo thick and 
high, flanked with a broad ditch on the 
outfide, that he could not hope to clear it, 
although he was mounted on Sdpio, bred 
out of Mifs Cowjhp^ the fire Mul^y and 

7 His 
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his grand/ire the £tmous Arabian Mufiafba. 
^^eipio was bred by my father, who would 
not have taken a hundred guineas for him 
from any other perfbn but the young fijuire. 
-—Indeed, I h^ye heard my poor &ther 
fay"— 

By this time Ferret's impatience was be- 
come fo outrageous, that he exclaimed in a 
furious tone, ^^Damn your Either, and his 
horie, and his ccdt Into the bargain !" 

Tom made no reply, but began to ftrip 
with great expedition. Captain Crowe 
was fo choaked with paflion, that he could 
litter nothing but disjointed fentences.: he 
rofe from his feat, brandiftied his horie* 
whip, and feizing his nephew by the collar^ 
cried, " Odd*s heartlikins ! firrah, I have 
a good mind — Devil fire your running 
tackle, you land-lubber! — ^can't you deer 
without all this tadcing hither and thither, 
and the Lord knows whither? — 'Noint 
my block ! 'Id give thee a rope's end for 
ithy fupper, if it wa'n't"— — ' 

Dolly had conceived a fneaking kindnefi 
yoL. L E fjr 
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for the young kwyer, and thinking him in 
danger of being roughly handled, flew to 
Ills relief. She twifted her hand in Crowe's 
neckclothj without ceremony, crying, 
^' Sha't then, I tell tfiee, old codger. — 
Who kears a vigforthyvooliftitantrums i* 
While Crowe looked black in the fece^ 
tod ran the rifquc of flrangulation under 
the gripe of this amazon, Mr. Clarke 
"having (Ufcngaged himfelf of his hat; wig, 
coat, and waiftcoat, advanced in an elegant 
attitude of manual oflTence towards the 
fxufanthrope, who fiiatched up a gridiron 
from the chimney-corner, and Di&ord 
/cemedrto -chp her footy wings in expefta- 
tion of batrie. — But as the reader may have 
more than once already curfed the uncon-* 
fcionable length of diis chapter, we muft 
poftpone to the next opportunity the inci- 
dents that fucceeded this denunciation of 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

In which it apfftm^t that the Kmght^ when beariify 
/it in forjleepifigi was nH eafilj difturhed* 

|N an probability'the kitchen of the Black 
lioDj from a domeftic temple of lb-* 
Ciet^j and good-fellowfhip, would have 
been converted into a fcene or ftage of fan- 
guinary difpute, had not Pallas or Difcrc- 
^h intcrpofed in the perfon of Mr. Fillet, 
and with the afliftance of the holller, dif-* 
4utned the combatants not only of their 
arms, but alfo of their refentment. The 
impetuoftty of Mr. Clarke was a little 
checked at fight of the gridiron, which 
Ferret brandifhed with uncommon dexte- 
rity; a circumflance from whence the 
company were, upon reflexion, induced 
CO bdieve, that before he plunged into the 
fea of polidcs, he had occafionally figured 
ia the chai'after of that facetious droll, who 
<■// E 2 accum* 
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accompanies your itinerant ^phyficians, 
tinder the familiar appellations of Merry- 
Andrew, or Jack-Pudding, and on a 
wooden ftage entertains the populace with 

a folo on tjie falt-box, or a fonata on the 

• 

tongs and gridiipon. Be that as it may, thd 
young lawyer feengied to be a little difcom- 
pofed at the gkncing-^ this extraordinary 
weapon of offence, which the fair hands of 
DoUy had fcoured, until if^ihone as bright 
as the IhieH df Achilles j or-as the emblem 
of good old E(f^^ih fare, which hangs by 
a red ribbon r(n«n^ die neck of that 
thrice-honoured fagC/s head, -in ^velvet 
bonnet cafed, who prefides by ^rotation 
at the genial board, diftinguiflied by the 
title of the %eef-ftake C?//^; where the deli- 
cate rumps irrefiftibly attradbthe ftrangq:^s 
eye, and, while they feem to cry '* Come 
cut me — come cut me," conftrain, hy 
wonderous fympaihy, -cjtch mouth ta over- 
flow : where the obli^ng and humourous 

Jemmy B ^t, the gentle Billy H . . d, 

replete widii Jb^umap kindnefs, and the ge.* 
I .peroiu 
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nerous Johnny B d, relpefted and be- 

Ibved by all the world, attend as the priefts 
and minifters of Mirth, good Cheer, and 
Jollity,- and affiftwkh culinary art^ the raw, 
unpraftifcd, aukwar d gueft*- 

But, to return from this digreflive fimile : 
the hoftler no fooner ftept between thole 
menacing ant^gomfts^ than Tom Clarke 
very quiedy refumed his cloaths, and-Mr. 
Ferret refigned the gridh-on without further 
queftion* The doftor did not find it quite 
lb eafy to releafe the throat of Captain 
Crowe from die mafculine graip of the 
virago Dolly, whole fingers could not be 
dilengaged until the honed feaman was al^ 
moft at the laft gafp. After fome paufe, 
during which he panted for breath, and 
untied his neckcloth, " Damn thee, for a 
brimftone galley (cried he); I was never 
lb grappled withal fince I knew a card from 
a compafs. — ^Adzooks ! the jade has fb 
taughtened my rigging, d*ye fee, that I — 
Snatch my bowlings, if I come athwart 
thy hawfer. Til turn thy keel upwards — or 

E 3 may* 
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mayhap fct thee a-driving under thy bare 
poles — I will — ^I will, you hell-fire faucy 
—I will/* 

Dolly made no reply; but feeing Mr. 
Clarke fit down again with great com- 
pofure, took her ftation likewifc at the 
oppofite fide of the apartment. Then 
Mr. Fillet requefted die lawyer to pro- 
ceed with his ftory, which, after three 
hems, he accordmgly profecuted in thefe 
words. 

** I told you, gemmem, tliac Mf* 
Greaves was mounted on Scipio, when 
Tie faw mifs Darnel and her mother in 
danger of being hurried over a precipice. 
Without refleftiflg a moment, he gave 
Scipio the fpur, and at one Ipring 
he cleared five and twenty feet, over 
hedge and ditch, and every obftruftion. 
Then he rode full Ipeed, in order to 
turn the coach-horfes \ and, finding them 
quite wild and furious, endeavoured to 
drive againft the counter of the hither 
horfe, which he miffed, and ftaked poor 

Scipio 
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Scipio on the pole of the coach. The 
(hock was fo great, that the coach-horfcs 
made a full ftop within ten yards of the 
quarry, and Mr. Greaves was thrown for- 
wards towards the coach-box, which, 
mounting with admirable dexterity,, he 
leized the reins before the horfes could re- 
cover from their fri^t. At that inftant 
the coachman came running up, and loofed 
them from the traces with the utmoft dlf- 
patch. Mn Greaves had now time to 
give his attention to th^ ladies, who were 
almoil diftrafted with fear. He no fooner 
opened the chariot-door than Aurelia, with 
a wildnels of look, Iprung into his arms ; 
anc^ daiping him round the neck, fainted 
away. I leave you to guefs, gemmem, 
what were his feelings at this inftant. The 
mother was not fo difcompofed but that 
£he could contribute to the recovery of 
her daughter, whom the young fquijc 
ftill lupported in his embrace. At leijgth 
Ihe retrieved the ufe of her fenfes, and 
perceiving the fituation in which Ihc wasy 

E 4 the 
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the blood revifited her face with a redou- 
bled glowjr while fhc defired him to fet 
her down upon the turf. 

" Mrs. Darnel, far from being fliy of 
referved in her compliments of acknow- 
ledgments, kifled Mr. Launcelot without 
ceremony, the tears of gratitude running; 
down her cheeks : (he called him. her dear 
fon,. her generous deliverer, who, at the ha- 
zard of his own life, had faved her and her 
child from the moft difmal fate that could 
be imagined. Mr. Greaves was fo much 
tranfported on this occafion, that he could 
not help difdofing a paflion, which he 
had hitherto induftrioufly concealed. 
" What I have done (faid he) was but si 
common office of hunrianity, which I 
would have performed for any of my fel- 
low-creatures r huty for the prefervation 
of mifs Aurelia Darnel, I would at any^ 
time facrifice my life witk pleafure/" 
The young lady did not hear this declara- 
tion unmoved : her face was again flufhedy 
and her eyes Iparklcd with pleafiiic : nor 

was. 
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was the youth's confeflion dMagreeable 
to the good lady hei^ mother/ who at 
one glance perceived all the advantages 
of fuch an- union between the two fami* 
lies* 

*^Mr. Greaves propofed to fend- the? 
coachman to his father's ftable ^or a pair 
of jfober horfcs, that could be depend- 
ed upon^ to draw the ladies home to their 
own habitation.; ^ but they declined the^ 
offer, and «ko&^ tc^* walk, as the diftance 
was not ^at. He then infifted upon 
hi&^ being their conduftor; and/ each tak« 
Hig him under the arra> fiif^orted them, 
toi^their own gate; where fuch an appari- 
tion filled: all thedomeftics with aftonifh- 
ment.' Mj^s. Darnel, takmg htm by the 
hand, led him into the houfe, where Ihe 
welcomed him with anothejf affedionate 
embrace^ and indulged him^ with an am* 
brofial 'ki& of Aureli%/ faying, "But fon 
you, we had bodi been by this time in 
eternity. — Sure if was heaven that feni 
you as an angel to^our affiibnce !" She 

E 5 kindly 
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kindly inquired if he had himfelf fuftain* 
ed any damage in adminiftering that def- 
pcrate remedy to which they owed their 
lives. She entertained him with a fmaU 
collation -, and^ in the courfe of the con- 
verfadon, lamented the animofity wUch 
had fo long divided two neighbouring £i- 
miUes of fiich influence and charafter. 
He was not flow in fignifying his approb- 
badon of her remarks^ and exprefling the 
mod eager defire of feeing all thofe un-^ 
happy differaices removed: in a woid, 
they parted with mutual -fatisfa£tion» 

^ Jufl: as he advanced from the outws^tl 
gate, on his cetum to Qreavefbury-haU, 
he was me£ hy Anthony Darnel on hotfer- 
tiack, who riding up to him with maiks 
of furprize and refentment^ faluted him 
with " Your fcrvant. Sir., — Have you 
any commands for me ?'* The oAer re- 
plying with an air (^ indiflerence, "None 
at all/' Mr. Darnel afloed, wliat had pro^ 
cured him the honour of a vifit. The 
young gemleman^ pQiscciving hy the inan^ 
3 ner 
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ner in which he Ipofce, that the old quarrel 
was not yet extinguifhed>, anfwered, with 
equal diiciain^ that the vifit was not in- 
tended for him ; and that, if he wanted to 
knQw the caufe ^it, he might inform him- 
felf by his own fervants. " So I fhall 
(cried the uncle of Aurelia) ; and pcr- 
h^s let you know my fentiments of the 
matter—'' ** Hereafter as it may be/* 
fiid die youth j who, turning out of the 
aTcnue,. walked home, and made his fa- 
ther acquainted with the particulars of this 
adventure. 

" The old gentleman chid him for hFs 
ra(hne6s but feemed. pleafed with the 
fiiccefe of his attempt, and ftill more fo, 
when he underftood his fentiments of 
Aurefia> and the deportment of the la- 
dies. 

'* Next day the fon fent over a fcrvant 
widl a compliment, to' enquire about their 
health ; and the meflenger, being feen by 
Mr. Darnel, was told that the ladies 
were indilpded, and did not chufe to be 

E 6. troubled 



S4 TITE ADVENTURES O^F 

tBoublcd with mcflagcs. The mother was 
really fcized with a fever ^ produced by 
the agitation of her. fpirits, which every 
day became more and more violent, until 
the phylicians delpaired of her life. Be- 
lieving, that her exid approached,, fhe fcnl 
a trufty fervant to Mr. Greavjqp, defiring 
that fhe, might fee him without delay; 
and he immediately fet out with the mef- 
fcnger, who introduced him in the dark. 
He found the old lady in.bed, almoft 
exhaufted, and the fair Aurelia fitting by 
her, overwhelmed with grief, her [lovely 
hair in the utmoft diforder, and her 
charming eyes inflamed with weepings 
The good lady beckoning Mr. Launcelot 
to approach^ and directing all the attenT 
dants to quit, the room, except a favourite 
maid, from whom I learned the ftory^^ 

ftie took him by the hand, and fixing 
her eyes upon him with, all the fbndnefs 
of a mother, fhed fome tears,, in filencCj^ 
while the fame marks of forrow trickled 
down his cheeks.. After this afieding 

paufc,, 
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paufe, "Mjr dear fon (faid fhe), Ohf 
that I could have lived to fee you fo in* 
deed ! you find me haftening to the goal 
of life."— 

Here the tender-hearted Aurelia, being 
unable to contain, herlelf longer, broke 
out into a violent paflion of gne^ and 
wept aloud. Thd mother, waiting pa« 
tiently till fhe had thus given vent to her 
angulfh, calmly intreated her to refign her- 
lelf fubmifiiyely to the will of heaven : then 
tummg to Mr. Launcelot^ '* I had in- 
dulged (faid fhe). a fond hope of feeing 
you allied to my family^ — ^This is no time 
for me to infift upon the ceremonies and 
fi>rms of a vain world* — ^Aurelia looks up* 
on you with the eyes of tender prepoflcf^ 
fion." No fooner had fhe pronounced 
thefc words than he threw himfelf on his? 
knees before the young lady> and, pref- 
fing her hand to^ his lips, breathed the 
ibftefl expreffions which the moft delicate 
Ipve could fuggefl. " I know (refumed 
die mother), that your paffion is mutually^ 

fincere ^ 
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fincece; and I fhould die fatisfied, if I 
thought your union would not be ''op- 
pofed : but that violent man> my brother* 
in-law, who is Aurelia's fole guardian, 
will thwart her wilhes with every obftacle 
that brutal refentment and implacable 
malice can contrive. Mr. Greaves, I have 
long admired your virtues, and am confi* 
dent that I can depend upon your honour. 
— ^You (hall give mt your word, that^ 
when I am gone, you will take no Heps in 
this affair without die concurrence c^ your 
£ither ; and endeavour, by all fair and ho* 
nourable means, to vanquifti the prejv-* 
dices, and obtain the confent of her uncle t 
the reft we mud leave to the diipen&tioiii 
of Providence." 

** The fquire promifed, in die moft: 
folemn and fervent manner, to obey all 
her injunftions, as the laft diftates of au 
parent whom he (hould never ceafe Co* 
honour^ Then flie favoured them bodi 
with a great dfeal of falutary advice^ 
touching dieir coodufii before and after 

marriage j: 
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marriage ; and preiented him with a ring^ 
as a memorial of her affection : at the 
&me time he pulled another oflF his finger> 
and made a tender of it as a pledge of hia 
love to Aurelia^ whom her mother per-* 
mitted to receive this token. Finally, he 
tock a laft farewel of the good matron^ 
and returned to his father with the particu-* 
lars of this interview. 

" In two days Mrs. Darnel departed 
this life, and Aurelia was removed to the 
houfe of a relation, where her grief had 
like to have proved &tal to her conftitu* 
tioB. 

'^ In the mean time, the mother was 
no iboner committed to the earth, than 
Mr. Greaves, mindful of her exhortations^ 
b^an to take meafures for a reconcilia-% 
tion with the guardian. He engaged (eve- 
^ gentlemen to interpoie their good 
offices i but they always met with the 
mpfl: mortifying repulle : and at lafl Axtr* 
ihony Darnel declaredj^ th^t his hatred to 
the houfc of Greaves was hereditary, ha-> 

bitual^ 
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bitual, and unconquerable. He fwore he 
would fpend his heart*s blood to per- 
petuate the quarrel; and thaty fooner 
than his niece fhould match with young 
Launceloty he would facrifice her with his 
own hand. The young gentleman, find- 
ing his prejudice fo rancorous and invin- 
cible, left off making any further ad- 
vances ; and, fince he found it impoflible 
to obtain his confent, refolved to cultivate 
the good graces of Aurelia, and wed her 
m defpite of her implacable guardian;: 
He found means to eftablifh a Kterary 
correfpondence with her, as foon as her 
grief was a little abated ; and even to 
effeft aft interview, after her return to her 
own houfe: but he (bone had reafon 
to repent of this indulgence. The* 
uncle entertai^ied fpies upon the young 
lady, who gave him air- account of this 
meeting; in confcquence of which flic 
was fuddenly hurried to fome diftant part 
©f the country, which wc never could 
difcover^ 

^*^It. 
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•* It was then we thought Mr. Laun- 
celot a little difordered in his brain, hb 
grief was fo wild, and his pafEon fo im- 
petuous. He refiricd all fuftenance, ne- 
gledted his perfon, renounced his amufe- 
ments, rode out in the rain, fometimes 
bare-headed, ftrolled about the fields all 
night, and became fo peevilh, that none 
of the domeftics durft fpeak to him, 
without the hazard of broken bones. 
Having played thefe pranks for about 
three weeks, to the unlpeakable chagria 
of his father, and the aftonifliment of all 
that knew him j he fuddenly grew calnrr, 
and his good humour returned. But this, 
as your fea-faring people fay, was a de- 
ceitful calm, that foon ulhered in a dread-* 
fill ftorm. 

" He had long fought an opportunity 
to tamper with fome of Mr. DarneFs fer- 
vants, who could inform him of Ae place 
where Aurelk was confined i but there 
was not one about the family who could 
give him that litisfadion ; for the perfons 

who 
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who accompanied her^ remained as a 
watch upon her motions, and none of the 
other domeftics were privy to the tranf- 
adlion. All attempts proving fruiclefs> he 
could no longer reftrain his impatience j 
but throwing himfelf in the way of the 
unclcj upbraided hini in fuch harfh terms^ 
that a formal challenge enfued. They 
agreed to decide their difference with- 
out witnefiess^ and one morning, before 
fun-rife, met on that very common where 
Mr. Greaves had faved the life of Aurelia* 
The firft piftol was fired on each fide with- 
out any efFedt j but Mr. Darnel's fecond 
wounded the young fquire in the flank j: 
neverthelefs, having a piflol in referre, he 
dedred his antagonifl: to afk his life. The 
other, inftead of fubmitting, drew his 
fword i and Mr. Greaves, firing his |)iece 
into the air, followed his example. The 
conteft then became very hot, thqOgh of 
ihort continuance. Darnel beingaifarm- 
^ at the firfl onfet, our young fquire gave 
Wm back the fword, which he was bafe 

enough 
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enough to uie a iecond time agamfl: his 
conqueron Such an inftance of repeated 
ingratitude and brutal ferocity divefted 
Mr. Greaves of his temper and forbearance* 
He attacked Mr. Anthony with great fury, 
and at the firil: longe ran him up to the 
hilt, at the fame time feizing with his left 
hand the fliell of his enemy's fword, which 
he broke in difdain. Mr. Darnel having 
£Ulen, the other immediately mounted his 
horfe, which he had tied to a tree before 
the engagement ; and riding full fpeed ta 
Aflienton, fent a forgeon to Anthony's 
ailiftance. He afterwards ingenuoufly con- 
iefled all thefe particulars to his father^ 
who was overwhelmed with confternation^^ 
for the wounds of Darnel were judged 
mortal 3 and as no perfbn had feen the 
particulars of the duel, Mr. Launcelot 
might have been convidted of murder. 

" On thefe confiderations, before a 
warrant could be ferved upon him, the old 
knight, by dint of the moft eager intrea- 
tieS| accompanied with marks of horror 

and 
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and defpair, prevailed upon his fon w 
wididraw himfelf from the kingdom, unti> 
fiich time as the ftorm fhould be over- 
blown. Had his heart been unengaged,. 
he would have chofe to travels but at 
this period, when his whole foul was en— 
groflcd and fo violently agitated by his*, 
paffion for Aurelia, nothing but the fear 
of feeing the old gentleman run diftraftedy- 
would have induced him to defift froni: 
the purfuit of that young lady, far lefsr 
quit the kingdom where fhe refided. Well 
tiien, gemmem, he repaired to Harwichi- . 
v^iere he embarked for Holland,^ from? 
whence he proceeded to Bruffek, where 
he procured a paflport from the French* 
kingi, by^ virtue of 'which he travelled to 
Marfcilles, and there took a tartan fop 
Genoa. The firft letter fir Everhard re- 
ceived from him was dated at Florence. 
Mean while the furgeon's prognoftic was 
not altogether verified. Mr. Darnel did 
not die immediately of his wounds j but he 
lingered a long timr?^ as it were, in the arms 

of 
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^f death, and even partly Tccovcred : yet 
in all probability^ he will never be wholly 
j-eftored to the enjoyment of his health ; 
^nd is obliged every fummer to attend the 
hot well at BriftoL As his wounds began 
irto heal, his hatred to Mr. Greaves feem- 
red to revive with augmented violence.; 
vand he. is now, if poflible, more than ever 
detesniined. againfi: all reconciliation. Mr. 
Launcelot) after having endeavoured to 
amufe his imagination with a fuccefllon of 
curious objefbs, in a tour of Italy, took 
up his refidence at a town called Pifa, and 
there fell into a deep melancholy, from 
which nothing could roufe him but the 
xicws of his father's death. 

^' The old gentleman (God reft his 
Jbul) never held up his head after the de- 
parture, of his darling Launceloti and the 
rdangero^i^ condition of Darnel kept up liis 
.apprehenfion.: this was reinforced by tlic 
. obftinate fUence of the youth, and certain 
accounts of his difordered mind, which he 

xiud received from fome of thofc perfons 

who 
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who take pkalure in communicating difa^ 
greeablc tidings. A complication of all 
thefe grievances, co-operating With a 
feverc fit of the gout and gravel, pro- 
duced a fever, which in a .few days 
brought fir Everhard to his long home » 
after he had fettled his affairs with heaven 
and earth, and made his peace with God 
and man. Til aflfure you, gemmem, he 
made a moft edifying and chriflian end : 
he died regretted by all his neighbours ex- 
cept Anthony, and might be faid to be 
embalmed by the tears of the poor, to 
whom he was alwavs a bounteous bene- 
fc^or. 

" When the fon, now fir Launcelot, 
came home, he appeared fo meagre, wan, 
and hollow-eyed, that the fervants hardly 
knew their young matter. His firfl cape 
was to take poflTeflion of his fortune, and 
fettle accounts with the fleward who had 
fucceeded *my father. Thefe affairs being 
difcuffed, he fpared no pains to get intel- 
ligence concerning miis Darnel -, and fbqa 

ieamed 
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learned more of that young lady than he 
defired to know 5 for it was become the 
common talk of the country, that a 
match was agreed uj>on between her and 
young fquire Sycamore, a gentleman of a 
very great fortune. Thefe tidings were 
probably confirmed under her own hand, 
in a letter which (he wrote to fir Launcclot. 
The contents were never exaftly known but 
to the parties themfelves: neverthelefs, the 
•^ffefts were too vifible; for, from that 
blefled moment, he fpoke not one word to 
any living creature for the Ipace of three 
days : but was feen fometimes to flied a 
flood of tears, and fometimes to burft out 
into a fit of laughing. At laft he broke 
filence, and feemed to wake from his dif- 
order. He became more fond than ever 
•of the exercife of riding, and began to 
amufe himfelf again w 1th a6ts of benevo- 
lence. One inftance of his generofity and 
juftice deferves to be recorded in brafs or 
marble: you muft know, gemmen, the 
jredor of the par ilh was lately xiead, and 
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fir Everhard had promiii^ the prefentation 
to another clergyman. In die mean time, 
fir Launcebt xhanciag one S^inday to ride 
through ii lanej perceived a horfe faddled 
and bridled, feeding on the fide of a fence 4 
andcailinghis eyes aroxuid« beheld on the 
other fide of the hedge an objeft lying ex- 
tended on the ground, which he took to be 
the body of ^ murdered traveller. He 
forthwith alighted ; and, leaping into the 
field, defi:ried a man at fiiU length wrapped 
in a great coat, and writhing in agony. 
Approaching nearer, he found it was a 
clergyman, in his gown and caflbck. When 
he inquired into the cafe, and offered his 
affiftance, the flranger rofe up, thanked 
him for his courteiy, and declared that he 
was now very well. The knight, who 
thought there was fomething myfterious in 
this incident, exprefled a defire to know 
the caufe of his rolling in the grafe in that 
manner 5 and the clergyman, who knew 
his perfon, made no fcruple in gratifying 
kis curiofity. " You muft know, fir, 

laid 
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feid he, I ferve the curacy of your own 
parifli, for which the late incumbent payed 
me twenty pounds a year ; but this fum 
being fcarce fufficient to maintain my wife 
and children, who are five in number, I 
agreed to read prayers in the afternoon at 
another church about four miles from 
hence ; and for this additional duty I re* 
ccive ten pounds more : as I keep a horfc, 
it was formerly an agreeable exercife ra- 
ther than a toil 5 but of late years I have 
been afflided with a rupture, for which I 
confulted the moft eminent operators in 
the kingdom ; but I have no caufe to re- 
joice in the efFefts of their advke, though 
one of them affured me I was completely 
cured* The malady is now more trouble- 
fome than ever, and often comes upon me 
fo violently while I am on horfeback, that 
I am forced to alight, and lie down upon 
the ground, until the caufe of the diforder 
can for the time be reduced." 

Sir Launcelot not only condoled with 
him upon his misfortune, but defired him 

Vol. I. F to 
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xo throw up the fecond cure, and he would 
pay him ten pounds a year out of his own 
pocket. Your generofity confounds me, 
good fir: (cried the clergyman) and yet, 
I ought .not to be furprifed at any inftance 
of benevolence in fir Launcelot Greaves ; 
but I will check the fulnefe of my heart% 
I ftiall only obferve, that your good inten-* 
^:ion towards me can hardly take effeft. 
The gentleman, who is to fucceed the 
]ate incumbent, has given me notice to 
<iuit the premifes, as he hath provided a 
friend of his own for the curacy/' "What I 
(cried the knight) does he mean to take 
your bread from you, without affigning 
any other reafon ?'* " Surely, fir, replied 
the ecclefiaftic, I know of no other reafon. 
I hope my morals are irreproachable, and 
that I have done my duty with confcienti- 
ous regard : I may venture an appeal to 
the pariftiioners among whom I have lived 
thefe feventeen years. After all, it is na- 
tural for every man to favour his own 
fiends in. j)refcrence to ftrangers. As for 

we. 
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me, I propofe to try my fortune in tho 
great city ; and I doubt not but providence 
will provide for me and my little ones/* 
To diis declaration Sir Launcelot made no 
reply j but riding home fet, on foot a &ri6t 
enquiry into the charafter of this man, 
whofe name was Jenkins. He found thai 
he wa? a reputed fcholar, equally remark-^ 
able for his modcfty and good life j that he 
vifited the fick, aflifted the needy, com- 
promifed diJputes among his neighbours, 
and (pent his time in fuch a manner as 
would have done' honour to any ohriftiatt 
divine. Thus informed, the kttight fent 
for the gentleman to whom the living had 
been promifed, and accoiled him to this 
cfFeift : " Mr. Tootle, I have a favour to 
afk of you. The perfon who ferves the cure 
of this pariih is a man of good charaAer^ 
beloved by the people, and has a large h^ 
mily. I ihall be obliged to you if you 
will continue him in the curacy." The 
other told him he was forry he could not 
comply with his requeft, being that he hael 

F 2 already 
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already promifed the curacy to a friend of 
his owiu" " No matter: (replied Sir 
Launcelot) fince I have not intcrcft with 
you, I will endeavour to provide for Mr. 
Jenkins in fome other way." 

The fame afternoon he walked over to 
the curate's houfe, and told him that he 
had ipoken in his behalf to Dr. Tootle, 
but the curacy was pre-engaged. The 
good man having made a thoufand acknow- 
ledgments for the trouble his honour had 
taken; I have not intereft fufiicient to 
make you curate, (faid the knight) but I 
can ^vc you the living itfel^ and that you 
fhall have." So faying, he retired i leav- 
ing Mr. Jenkins incapable of uttering one 
fyllable, fo powerfully was he flruck with 
this unexpefted turn of fortune. The 
prefentation was immediately made out ; 
and in a few days Mr. Jenkins was put in 
poffeflion of his benefice, to the inexpref* 
fible joy of the congregation. 

Hitherto every thing went right, and 
every unprejudiced perfon commended the 

knight*s 
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knight's condu6t: but, in a little time, his 
generofity feemed to overleap the bounds 
of difcretion ; and even in fonme cafes might 
be thought tending to a breach of the 
king's peace. For example, he compelled, 
vi £s? armiSy a rich farmer's fon to marry 
the daughter of a cottager, whonvthe young 
fellow had debauched. Indeed, it feem* 
there was a promife of marriage in the 
cafe, though it could not be legally afcer- 
tained. The wench took on difmally; and 
her parents had recourfe to Sir Launcelot, 
who, fending for the delinquent, expoftu- 
latcd with him fevercly on the injury he 
had done the young woman, and exhorted 
him to fave her life and reputation by per- 
forming his protnife j in which cafe he (Sir 
Launcelot) would give her three hundred 
pounds to her portion. Whether the far- 
mer thought there was fomething intereft- 
ed in this uncommon offer, or was a little 
elevated by the confcioufnefs of his father's 
wealth ; he rcjefted the propofal with ruftic 
. difdainj and faid, if fo be as how the wench 

F 3 would 
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would fwear the child to him, he \TouId 
fettle it with the parifh : but declared, that 
no Iquire in the land fliould oblige him to 
buckle with fuch a cracked pitcher. This 
refolution, however, he could not main- 
tain : for, in lefs than two hours, the rec- 
tor of the parifh had direftion to publifh 
the banns, and the ceremony was perform* 
ed in due courfe. 

Now, though we know not precifely 
the nature of the arguments that were ufed 
with the farmer, we may conclude they 
were of the minatory Ipecies j for the young 
fellow could not, for fome time, look any 
perfon in the face. The knight afted as 
the general redrefler of grievances. If a 
woman complained to him of being ill 
treated by her hufband, he firft inquired 
into the foundation of the complaint i and 
if he found it juft catechifed the defendant. 
■If the warning had no efFeft, and the man 
proceeded to frefh afts of violence 5 then 
his judge took the execution of the law in 
Jbis own hand, and horfewhipped the party. 

Thus 
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Thus he involved himfclf in feveral law- 
iiiits, that drained him of pretty large fum^ 
of money* He feemed particularly in- 
eenfed at the leaft appearance of oppref- 
fion; and fupported divers poor tenants 
againfl: the extortion of their landlords. 
Nay, he has been known to travel two 
hundred miles as a volunteer, to offer his 
afliftance in the caufe of a perfon, who he 
heard was^ by chicanery and opprefiion 
wronged o£ a confiderable eftate* He ac- 
cordingly took her under his proteftion, 
relieved her diftrefles, and was at a vaft 
expcnce in bringing the £uit to a determi- 
nation; which being un&vourable to his 
client, he refolved to bring an appeal into 
the houfe of lords,, and certainly would 
have executed his purpofe, if the gende- 
woman had not died in die interim. 

At this period Ferret interrupted the 
narrator, by obferving that the faid Greaves 
was a common nuilance, and ought to be 
profecuted dn the ftatute of barretry^. 
*^ No,, fir, (refumcd Mr. Clarke), he can*. 

F 4. not; 
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not be convi6kcd of barretry, unlefs he is 
always at variance with forne perfon or 
other, a mover of fuits and quarrels, who 
difturbs the peace under colour of law. 
Therefore he is in the indiftment ftiled. 
Communis malefaStor^ calumniator ^ Jemina- 
tcr litium. " Prithee, truce with thy defi-^ 
nitions, (cried Ferret) and make an end of 
thy long-winded ftory. Thou haft no title 
to be fo tedious, until thou comeft to have 
a coif in the court of common pleas." 

Tom fmiled contemptuous, andhad juft 
opened his mouth to proceed, when the 
company were difturbed by a hideous re- 
petition of groans, that leemed to ifllic 
from the chamber in which the body of 
the fquire was depofited. The landlady 
£iatched th^ candle, and ran into the room, 
followed by the dodtor and the reft j and 
this accideilt naturally fulpended the narra- 
tion. In like manner we fhall conclude the 
chapter, that the reader may have time to 
breathe, and digeft what he has already 
heard. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V, 

In which this recapitulation draws to a elofcw 

Ty HEN the landlady entered the roon» 
from whence the groaning proceed- 
ed, fhe found the fquire lying o» his back 
under the dominion of the night-mare^ 
■which rode him io hard, that he not only 
groaned and fnorted, but the fweat rani 
down his face in ftreams. The perturba- 
tion of his brain, occafioned by this preP 
fiire, and the fright he had lately under- 
gone, gave rife to a very terrible dream,; 
in which he fancied himfelf apprehended 
for a robbery. The horror of the gallows- 
was ftrong upon him, whenr he was fud- 
denly awaked by a violent fhock from the 
doftor; and the company broke in upoff 
his view, ftill perverted by fear, and be- 
dimmed by flumber. His dream was noW 
realifed by a full perfoafion that he wa^ 
fijrroundcd by the conftable and his gang. 

F J The 
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The firft objcft that prefcnted itfelf to his 
difordered view was the figure of Ferret, 
who might very well have pafTed for the 
finifher of the law : againft him therefore the 
firft effort of his deipair was direfted. He 
ftarted upon the floor ; and feizing a cer- 
tain utenlil. that ihall be namelefs^ Jauncfa- 
td it at the mifanthrope with fuch violence^ 
tb^2 . had he not cautioufly flipped his head 
afide^ it is fuppofed that aftual fire would 
have been produced from the colUfion of 
two fuch hard iubftances. All future mif- 
chief was prevented by the ftrength and 
agility of captain Crowe, who, Ipringing, 
upon the aflailant, pinioned his arms to his 
£des^ crying, ^* O damn ye, if you are for 
running a-head, I'll foon bring you to your 
bearings." .The fquire thus refl:rained> 
foon recoUedted himfelfi and gazing upon 
every individual in the apartment, 
** Wounds ! (faid he) Tve had an ugly 
dream« I thought, for all the world, they 
were carrying me to Newgate s and that 

there 
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there was Jack Ketch coom to vetch me- 
before my taim.*' 

" Ferret, who was the perfon he hadi 
liius diftinguifhed, eying him with a look: 
of the moft emphatic malevolence, told: 
him, it was very natural for a knave to^ 
dream of Newgate ; and that he hoped to 
fee the day when this dream would be found 
a true prophecy, and the commonwealth, 
purged of all fuch rogues and vagabonds:. 
but it could not be expefted that the vuU 
gar would be honed and confcientious^ 
while the great were diftinguifhed by pro- 
fligacy and corruption. The fquire was. 
difpoied to make a praftical reply to this, 
infinuation, when Mr.. Ferret prudendy 
withdrew himfelf from the fcene of alter- 
catiorv The good woman of the houfe: 
perfiiaded his antagonift to take out his- 
nap, alluring him that the eggs and bacon^ 
with a mug of excellent ale, fhould ba 
forthcoming in due fcafon,. 

The aflfair being thus fortunately ad^ 
jufted, the guefts returned to the kitchen,^, 

F 6: and! 
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and Mr. Clarke refumed his ftory to this 
cffedt. *« You'll pleafe to take notice, 
gemmen, that befides the inftanccs^ I have 
alledged of Sir Launcelot's extravagant be- 
nevolence, I could recount a great many 
others of the fame nature, and particularly 
the laudable vengeance he took of a coun- 
try lawyer.— Pm forry that any fuch mif- 
creants fhould belong to the profeflion. 
He was clerk of the aflize^ gemmen, in a 
certain town, not a great way diftant,. and 
having a blank pardon left by the judges 
for fome criminals> whofe cafes were at- 
tended with favourable circumftances, he 
would not infert the name of one who could 
not procure a guinea for the fee : and the 
poor fellow^ who had only ftole an houiv- 
glafs out of a fiioemaker's window, was 
adhially executed after a long refpite:; 
during which he had been permkted to go 
abroad, and earn his fubfiftence by his 
daily labour. 

" Sir Launcelot, being informed' of 
this barbarous 9/9: of avarice^ and having 

fome 
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fbme ground that bordered on the lawyer's 
cftate, not only rendered him contemptible 
and infamous, by expofing him as often as 
they met on die grand jury, butalfo, being 
veiled with the property of the great tythes, 
proved fuch a troublefomc neighbour, 
ibmedmes by making wafte among his 
hay and corn, fometimes by inftituting 
fuits againft him for petty trefpafles, diat 
he was &irly obliged to quit his habitation> 
and remove him into another part of the 
kingdom. All diefe avocations could not 
•divert Sir Launcelot from the execution of 
a wikl fcheme, which has carried his ex. 

travagance to fuch a pitch, that i am 
afraid if a ftatute — ^you underftand me, 
gemmen, were fued, the jury would — I 
don't choofe to explain myfelf further on 
this circumftance. Be that as it may, the 
fervants at Greaveibury-hall were not a 
little confounded, whea their mailer took 
down from the family armoury a compleat 
fuit of armour, whiclt had belonged to his 
great grandfather^ Sir Marmaduke Greaves^ 

a great 
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a great warrior,, who loft his life in the fer- 
vice of his king^ This armour being, 
feoured, repaired,, and altered, fo as to fit- 
Sir Launcelot, a certain knight, wKom I 
don't choofe to name,, becaufe I believe he 
cannot be proved compos meniisy came down 
Jfeemingly on a vifit, with two attendants j, 
zadiy ott the evje of the feftivai of St.. 
George,, the armour being carried into the: , 
chapel,. Sir Launcelot (Lord have mercy 
upon us !) remained all night in that difinali 
place> alone and without light, though it: 
was confidently reported all. ov6r the couni*^ 
try, that the place was haunted by the Ipirk 
of his great great uncle, who, being lunatic^ 
had cut his throat from ear to ear, and waS:, 
found' dead on the communion table.** 

It was obferved, that while Mr. Clarke, 
had rehearfed this circumftance, . his' eyes 
began to ftare, and his teeth to chatter i, 
while Dolly, whofe looks were fixed inva- 
nably on this narrator,, growing pale, and; 
iitching her joint^ftool nearer the chim-- 
•»^yi exclaimed, in a fiightencd tone,, 

." Moother^* 
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^* Moodier, moother, in the neame of God^, 
look to 'un ! how a quakes f as Tm a pre- 
cious faoul, a looks as if a faw fomething/' 
Tom forced a (mile, and thus proceeded :: 
While Sir Launcclot tarried within the 
chapel, with the doors all locked, the 
other knight (talked round and round it on^ 
the outfide,. with his (word drawn, to the 
terror of divers perlbns who were prefcnt 
at the ceremony. As foon as day broke, 
he opened one of the doors, and, going in 
to Sir Launcelot, read a book for fome 
time, wjiich we did luppofe to be the con- 
fiitutions of knight-ermntry t- then we heard 
a loud flap which echoed through the whole 
chapel, and the flranger pronounce with an 
audible and folemn voice, '^ In the name 
of God, St.u Michael, and St. George, I 
dub thee knight — be faithful, bold, and 
fortunate.'' You cannot imagine, gem- 
men, what an efFe6l: this ftrange ceremony 
tad upon the people who were aflembled. 
They gazed at one another in filent horror; 

and, when Sir Launcclot came forth com* 

plctcly 
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plctely armed, took to their heels in a body; 
and fled with the utmoft precipitation. I 
myfelf was overturned in the crowd ; and 
this was the cafe with that very indi- 
vidual perfon who now ferves him as a 
fquire. He was fo frightenedj that he 
could not rife, but lay roaring in fuch a 
manner, that the knight came up, and gave 
him a thwack mth his launce acrois the 
fhpulders, which roufed him with a ven- 
geance* For my own part, I freely own 
I was not altogether unmoved at feeing 
fuch a figure come flalking out of a church 
in the grey of the mornings for it recalled 
to my remembrance the idea of die ghoft 
in Hamle^ which I had feen* a£bed in 
Drury-lane, when I made my firft trip to 
Ix>ndon ; and I had not yet got rid of the 
impreflion. 

" Sir Launcelot, attended by the other 
knight, proceeded to the ftablej from 
whence, with his own hands, he drew forth 
one of his beft horfes, a fine mettlefome for- 
xclj, who had got blood ia him, ornamented 

with. 
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with rich trappings. In a trice the two 
knights, and the other two ftrangers, who 
now appeared to be trumpeters, were 
mounted. Sir Launcelot's armour was 
lacquered black ; and on his Ihield was re- 
prefented the moon in her firft quarter, 
with the motto impleat orbem. The trum- 
pets having founded a charge, the ftranger 
pronounced with a loud voice, " God pre- 
ierve this gallant knight in all his honour- 
able atchievements; and may he long con^ 
tinue to prefs the fides of his now adopted 
fteed, which I denominate Bronzomarte, 
hoping that he will rival in fwiftnefs and 
fpirit Bayardo, Brigliadoro, or any other 
fteed of paft or prefent chivalry ! After 
another flourilh of the trumpets, all four 
clapped fpurs to their horfcs. Sir Launce- 
lot couching his launce, and galloped to 
and fro, as if they had been mad, to the 
terror and aftonilhment pf all the fpefta- 
tors. What Ihould have induced our 
knight to choofe this here man for his 
(quire, is not eafy to determine j for, of all 

the 
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the fervants about the houfe^ he was the 
lead likely cither ta pleafe his mafter, or 
engage in fuch an undertaking. His name 
is Timothy Crabfliaw, and he adled iit 
the capacity of whipper-in to Sir Ever- 
hard. He afterwards married the dau^- 
ter of a poor cottager, by whom he has fe- 
veral children, and was employed about 
the houfe as a ploughman and carter. To 
be fure the fellow has a dry fort of humour 
about him : but he was univcrialljr hated 
among the fervants for his abufive tongue 
and perverfe difpofition, which 6&ea 
J>rought him into trouble ; for though die 
fellow is as ilrong as an elephantj, he has no 
more courage naturally than a chicken— I 
fay naturally, becaufe, Jfincc his being z, 
member of knight-errantry, he has done 
fome things that appear altogether incredi- 
ble and praeternatural. 

Timothy kept fuch a bawling, after 
he had received the blow from Sir Laun«^ 
celot, that every body on the field thought 
fome of his hones were broken ^ and his. 

wife^ 
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wife, with fiye bantlings, came fiiivelling to 
the knight, who ordered her to fend the 
hufband direftly to his houfe. Tim. ac- 
cordingly went thither, groaning piteoufljr 
all the way, creeping along with his body 
bent like a Greenland canoe. As foon as 
he entered the court, the outward door was 
fhuti and Sir Launcelot coming down 
ftairs with a horfewhip in his hand, aflced 
what was the matter with him that he com- 
plained fo difmally ? To this queftion he 
replied, *^ that it was as common as duck- 
weed in his country, for a man to complain 
when his bones were broke/' " What 
Ihould have broke your bones ?" faid the 
knight. " I cannot guefs, (anlwered the 
other) unlefs it was that delicate fwitch 
that your honour in your mad pranks 
handled fo dextroufly upon my carcafe/** 
Sir Launcelot then told him, there was 
nothing fb good for a bruife as a fweat> 
and he had the remedy in his hand. Ti- 
mothy eying the horfewhip alkance, ob* 
fcrved that there was another ftill more 

fpeedy i 
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Ipeedy ; to wit, a moderate pill of lead, 
with a fufficientdofe of gunpowder." **No, 
rafcal, (cried the knight) that muft be 
referved for your betters." So faying, he 
employed the inftrument fo efFeftually, that 
Crabftiaw foon forgot his (raftured ribs, 
and capered about with great agility. 
When he had been difciplined in this man- 
ner to fome purpofe, the knight told him 
he might retire j but ordered him to return 
next morning, when he fhould have a re- 
petition of the medicine, provided he did 
not find himfelf capable of walking in an 
creft pofture. The gate was no fooner 
thrown open, than Timothy ran home with 
all the ^cd of a grey- hound, and cor- 
refted his wife, by whofe advice he had 
pretended to be fo grievoufly damaged in 
his perfon. No body dreamed that he 
would next day prefenthimlelf atGreavef- 
bury-hall ; Reverthclefs, he was there very 
early in the morning, and even clofetted an 
whole hour with Sir Launcelot. He came 
out making wry faces, and feveral times 

flapped 
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flapped himfelf on the fore-head, crying, 
*^Bodikins! thof he be creazy, I an't, that 
I an't !" When he was afked what was 
the matter, he faid, he believed the devil 
had got in him, and he fliould never be 
his own man again. That fame day the 
knight carried him to Aflienton, where he 
-belpoke thofe accoutrements which he now 
wears -, and while thefe were making, it 
was thought the poor fellow would have 
run diftraiSted. He did nothing but growl, 
and curfe, and fwear to himfclfi run back- 
wards and forwards between -his own hutt 
and Greavefbury-hall, and quarrel with 
the horfes in the ftable. At length his wife 
and family were removed into a fnug farm- 
houfe that happened to be empty, and 
care taken that they fliould be comfortably 
•maintained. 

** Thefe precautions being taken, the 
kmght, one morning, at day-break, 
mounted Bronzomarte, and Crabfliaw as 
his fquire, afce«jded the back of a clumfy- 
cart-horfe, called Gilbert, This again 

was 
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was looked upon as an inllance of infanity 
in the faid Crablhaw; for, o£ all the 
horfes in the ftables, Gilbert was the moft 
ihibbom and vicious, and had often like 
to have done a mifchief to Timothy while 
he drove the cart and plough. When he 
was out of humour, he would kick and 
plunge as if the devil was in him. He once 
thruft Crablhaw into the middle of a quick- 
fet- hedge, where he was terribly torn.; 
another time he canted him over his head 
into a quagmire, where he ftuck with 
his heels up, and muft have perifhed if 
people had not been pafling that way ; a 
third time he feized him in the liable with 
his teeth by the rim of the belly, and 
fwung him off the ground, to the great 
danger of his life; and TU be hanged if it 
was not owing to Gilbert that Crabfhaw 
was now thrown into the riven 

Thus mounted and accoutred, the knight 
and his fquire fet out on their firft excur- 
lion. They turned off from the common 
highway, and travelled all that day with- 

3 out 
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•out meeting any thing worth recounting : 
but, in the morning of the fecond day, 
they were favoured with an adventure. 
The hunt was upon a common, through 
which they travelled, and the hounds were 
in full cry after a fox, when Timothy, 
prompted by his own mifchievous dilpofi- " 
tion, and neglefting the order of his mailer, 
who called aloud to him to defift, rode up 
to the hounds, and crofled them at full 
gallop. The huntfman, who was not far 
•ofi7 running towards the fquire, beftowed 
upon his head fuch a memento with his 
pole, as made the landfcape dance before 
his eyes ; and in a twinkling he was fur-. 
rounded by all the fox-hunters, who plied 

their whips about his cars with infinite agi- 
lity. Sir Launcelot advancing at an eafy 
pace, inftead of affifling the difaftrous 
Iquire, exhorted his adverfaries to punilh 
him feverely for his infolence, and they 
were not flow in obeying this injunftion* 
Crabfhaw finding Jiimfelf in this difagree- 
able £tuation, and diat there was no fuc« 

cour 
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cour to be expeded from his mafter^ on 
whofe prowefe he had depended, grew 
defperate; and, clubbing his whip, laid 
about him with great fury, wheeling about 
Gilbert, who was not idle i for he, having 
received fome of the favours intended for 
his rider, both bit with his teeth, and 
kicked with his heels ; and at lall made 
his way through the ring that incircled 
him, though not before he had broke the 
huntfman's leg, lamed one of the beft 
horfes on the field, and killed half a fcore 
of the hounds. 

The fquire feeing himfelf clear of the fray, 
did nottarry to take leave of his mafler, but 
made the mofl of his way to Greaveft)ury- 
hall, where he appeared hardly with any vef- 
flige of the human countenance, fo much 
had he been defaced in this adventure. He 
did not fail to raife a great clamour againU 
Sir Launcelot, whom he curfed as a cow- 
ard in plain terms, fwearing he would never 
fcrve him another day: but whether he 
altered his mind on cooler refleftion, or 

2 was 



SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES- Mf 

was kftured by his wife, who well under* 
ilood her own intereft^ he rofe with the 
cock, and went again in queft of Sir 
JLauncelot, whom he found on the eve of 
a very hazardous enterprize. In the midft 
of a lane the knight happened to meet with 
n party of about forty recruits, command^ 
ed by a ferjeant, a coiporal, and a drum^ 
mer, which laft had his drum flung at hit 
back; but feeing fucb a ftrange figure 
mounted on a high-4>irited horfe, he wat 
feized with an inclination to divert hU 
•company. With this view he braced hia 
drum, and hanging it in his proper polition, 
^gan to beat a point of war, advancix^ 
pnder the very nofe of Bronzomartei 
while the corporal exclaimed, ^' Danm 
my eyes, who have we got here ? old king 
Stephen, from the horfe arnpoury, in the 
Tower j or the fellow that rides armed at 
my lord mayor's Ihew." The knight's 
fteed feemed at lead as well pleafed with 
the ibund of the drum as were the recruits 
chat foUowed it ; and iignified his &tis&c« 

Vol. I. G cioa 
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tion in fomc curvetings and caprioles, 
which did not at all difcompofe the rider,, 
who, addreffing himfelf tx) the ferjeant, 
" Friend, faid he, you ought to teach 
your drummer better manners. I would 
chaftifc the fellow on the fpot for his info- 
knee, were it not out of the refpeft I bear 
to his m^efly's fervice." ** Relped mine 
a ■ ! (cried this ferocious commander) 
what, d'ye think to frighten us with your 
pewter pifipot on your fcuU, and your 
lacquered potlid on your arm ? get out of 
the way and be damned, or I'll raife with 
my halbert fiich a clutter upon your tar- 
get, that you'll remember it the long^ 
day you have to live." At that inftant, 
Crabftiaw arriving upon Gilbert, '* So 
rafcal, faid Sir JLauncelot, you arc return- 
ed. Go and beat in that fcoundrel's drum- 
head.'' 

••* The fquire, who faw no weapons of 

offence about the drummer but a fword, 

which he hoped the owner durft not draw ; 

and being refohred to exert himfelf in mak- 

7 ing 
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mg atonement for his defertion, advanced 
to execute his matter's orders : but Gilbert, 
who liked not the noife^ reftifed to proceed 
in the ordinary way. Then the fquire 
turning his tail to the drummer, he ad- 
vanced in a retrogade motion, and with 
one kick of his heels, not only broke the 
drum into a thoufand pieces, but laid the 
drummer in the mire, with fiich a blow 
upon his hip-bone, that he halted all the 
days of his life. The recruits, perceiving 
the difcomfiture of their leader, armed 
themielves with ftones ; the ferjeant raifed 
his halbert in a pofture of defence, and im- 
mediately a fevere adkion enfued. By this 
tioie, Crabfhaw had drawn his fword, and 
begun to lay about him like a devil incar- 
nate i but, in a little time, he was faluted 
by a volley of ttones, one of which knocked 
out two of his grinders, and brought him 
to the earth, where he had like to have^ 
ibuod no quarter ; for the whole company 
crowded about him, with their cudgeU 
braodilhed ; and perhaps he owed his pre-. 

G ^ fcrvatiojt 
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feivadon to their prefling fb hard that thef 
iundered one another horn ufing their wea* 
ipom. Sir Launceloc, feeing with indigna- 
tion the tinworthy treatment his iquire had 
received^ and fcorning to flain his launce 
"widi the blood of [debeian% inftead of 
couching it in the reft> ieized it by the 
middle^ and fetching one blow at the ier* 
jeant^ broke in twain the halbeit whidi 
he had railed as a quarter-ftaff £br hisde* 
fence. The fecond ftroke encoumsred h|s 
pate, which being the hardeft part abooc 
hun, iuftained tiit Ihock without damage i 
^but the third, lighting on his ribs, he ho* 
noured the giver with immediate proftra* 
don. The general being thus overthrown. 
Sir Launcelot advanced to the relief of 
Crabfhaw, and handled his weapon (6 ef- 
fefhially, diat die whole body of the ene« 
my wcrt difabled or routed, before one 
cudgel had touched thecarcale of the £illen 
fquire. The corporal, idlead of ftanding 
by his commanding officer, had overleaped 
the hedge, and run to the conftable of an 

adjoining 
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fl/^oining village for affiftancer^ Accord- 
ingly, before Crabfhaw could be properly 
remounted^ the peace officer arrived with 
his pofle ; and by the corporal was charged 
with Sir Launcek>t and his fquire, as twa 
highwaymen. The conftable, aftoniftied 
at die martial figure of die knight, and in- 
timidated at fight of the havock he had 
made,, contented himfelf with ftanding at a 
diftance, di(playing the badge of hisoffice^ 
tod reminding the knight that he reprefent- 
«d his majefty'a perfom. Sir Launceloci 
ieebg the poor man in great agitation, af- 
&red him that his defign. was^ to enforcCj. 
hot violate the laws of his country; and^ 
idiat he and his fquire would attend him ta 
flie nesct- juffice of the peace ; but, in the 
mean time, he, in his turn,, charged the 
peace-officer with the ferjeant and the 
drumme^. who had begun the fray. The 
juftice had * been a pettifogger, and was a- 
IJrcophant to a nobleman in the neighbour^ 
hood, who had a poft at court. He there- 
fore thought he ihould oblige his patron^ 

G i by 
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by ihewing his relpcft for the military ; and 
treated our knight with the mod boorifh 
infolence j but rcfiifcd to admit him into 
his houfe, until he had furrendered all his 
weapons of offence to the conftable. Sir 
Launcelot and his Iquire being found the 
aggrefiR)rSj the juftice inlifted upon making 
out their mittimus^ if they did not find bail 
immediately; and could hardly be pre- 
vailed upon to agree that they ihould re- 

main at the houie of the condabie, who, 
being a publican, undertook to keep them 
in fafe cuftody, until the knight could write 
to hisileward. Mean while he was bound 
over to the pcuce; and the ferjeant with his 
drummer were told they had a good adlion 
againft him for affault and battery, either 
by information or indidlment. They were 
not, however, fo fond of the law as the 
juftice feemed to be. Their fentiments 
liad taken a turn in favour of Sir Launcelot 
during the courfe of his examinadon, by 
which it appeared that he was really a gen- 
tleman of faihion and fortune i and they 

refolved 
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rcfblved to compromife the affair without 
the intervention of his worfhip. A ccord^ 
ingiy, the ferjeant repaired to the conftable's 
houfe, where the knight was lodged ; and 
humbled himfelf before his honour, pro- 
tefting with many oaths, that if he had 
known his quality he would have beaten 
the drummer's brains about his ears, for 
prefuming to give his honour or his horfe 
the leaft difturbance; thof the fellow, he 
believed, was fufficiently puniibed in being 
a cripple for life. Sir Launcelot admitted 
of his apologies ; and taking compaffion on 
Ae fellow who had fufFered fo feverely for 
his folly, refolved to provide for his main^ 
tenance. Upon the reprefentation of the 
parties to the juftice, the warrant was next 
day difchargcd ; and the knight returned 
tjo his own houfe, attended by the ferjeant 
and the drummer mounted on horfeback^ 
Ae recruits being left to the corporal's 
charge. 

. *^ The halberdeer found the good effedts 
of Sir Launcelot's liberality i and his com* 
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panion being rendered unfit for his majef* 
ty'sfervice by the heels of Gilbert, is now 
entertained at Greavefbury-haU, where he 
will probably remain "for life. As for 
Crabfhaw, his matter gave him to under- 
ftand, that if he did not think him pretty 
well chaftifed for his prefumption and flight 
by the difcipline he had undergone in the 
lafl: two adventures, he would turn him out 
of his fervice with dilgrace. Timothy 
faid he believed it would be the greatefl: 
fevour he could do him to turn him out of 
a jfervice in which he knew he fhould be 
rib-roafled every day, and niurdered at 
laft. — In this fituation were things at 
<5rcavefhury-hall about a monthago, when 
I crofled the country to Ferry-bridge, 
where I met my uncle: probably, this i& 
the firft incident of their fecond excurfion ; 
for the diftance between this here houfe and 
Sk Launcelot's eftate, does not exceed 
fourfcore or ninety miles/' 
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In'^which the reader will perceive that in fome cafes 
* madnefs is'catching% 

Vf: R. Clarke having made an cad of his 
• narrative, the furgeon thanked hioi 
for the entertainment he had received \ and 
Mr. Ferret, fbrugged up his fhoukiers in 
filept; djHipprojbation. As for captain Growe^ 
"who ,uied at fuch. pauies to pour, in a 
hroadfide of difmenpbered remarks, link^ 
ed ftigether like chain-Ihot, he fpoke not 
a fyllable for fome time ; . but lighting a 
freljb pipe at the candle,, began to roll fuch. 
voluminous clouds of fmoke as in an in- 
ftant filled the whole apartnjent,. and ren^ 
dered himfelf invifihle to the whole com- 
pany. Though he thus fhrouded himfelf 
from their view,, he did not long remain 
concealed from their. hearing. They firft 
perceived. a flxaoge difTonant .cackle, ;which 
. ^' G 5 the 
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the doftor knew to be a fea-kugh, and 

this was followed by an eager exclamation 

of " Rare paftime, ftrike my yards and 

top-mafts! — IVe a good mind— why 

Ihouldn't— many a lofing voyage Fve— 

fmite my taffrel but I wool — '' By this 

time^ he had relaxed fb much in his flimi- 

gationj^ that the tip of his nofe and one eye 

re- appeared ; and as he had drawn his wig 

forwards ib as to cover his whole forehead, 

the figure that now fahited their eyes was 

much more ferocious and terrible dian the 

fire-breathing ChhnaBra of the ancients* 

Notwithftanding this dreadful appearance, 

there was no indignation m his heart f but, 

on the contrary, an agreeable curiofityj^ 

which he was determined to gratify* Ad- 

drefling himfelf to Mr. Fillet, '' Prithee, 

doctor (laki he) can*ft tell, whether a man, 

without being rated a lord o^ baron, or 

what d'ye call um, d'ye fee, mayn't take 

to the highway in the way of a frolick^ 

d'ye fee ? — adad ! for my own part, bro^ 

(her, Tm refolved as haw to cruife a bit 

in 
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in the way of an arrant— if ib be as I can't 
at once be commander, mayhap I may be 
bore upon the books as petty officer or the 
like, d^efee." 

"Now, the Lord forbid ! (cried Clarke 
with tears in his eyes) Td rather fee you 
dead than brought to fuch a dilemma/' 
*' Mayhap, thou would'ft (anfwered the 
uncle) i for then, my lad, there would be 
ibme picking— aha! do'ft thou tip me 
the traveller, my boy" — Tom aflured 
him he fcorned any fuch mercenary views. 
** I am only concerned (faid he) that you 
ihould take any ftep that might tend ta 
the difgrace of yourfelf or your family j 
and I fay again I had rather die than live 
to fee you reckoned any otherwife than 
compos." — " Die and be damned ! you 
ihambling, half-timber*d fon of a 
(cried the^holeric Crowe) do'it talk to 
me of ke^ng a reckoning and compafs i 
—I could keep a rekoning, and box my 
compafs, long enough before thy keel- 
ftone was laid— Sam Crowe is not come 

Q 6 here 
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here to aflc thy counfei how to fteer his 
courfc'* — ^^Lond, fir, (refumed the ne- 
jAcw) confider what people will fay — all 
the world will think you mad" — " Set thy 
heart at eafe, Tom, (cried the feaman) Til 
have a trip to and again in this here 
channel. Mad! what then^ 1 think for 
my p^ one half of the nation is mad 
—and the other not very found — I don't 
ice why I han't as good a ri^t to be mad 
as another man — but, doftor, as I was^ 
&ying, I'd be bound to you, if you would 
direA me where I can buy that fame 
tackle that an arrant muft wear* As for 
the matter of the long pole headed with 
iron, I'd never defire a better than a good 
boat-hook; and I could make a fpecial 
good target of that there tin fconce that 
holds the candle — mayhap any blackfmith 
will hammer me a/fcull-cap, d'ye fee, out 
of an old brafs ketde : and I can call my 
horfe by the name of my fhip, which was 
Muftyr 

The furgeon was oneof thofe wags who 
! caa laugh inwardly, without exhibiting the 
' ^ Jcaft 
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lead outward mark of mirth or fatis&6tion» 
He at once perceived the amufement 
which might be drawn from this ftrange 
difpolicion of the failor, together with the 
moft likely means which could be ufed to 
divert him from liich an extravagant pur- 
fuit. He therefore tipped Clarke the 
wink with c*ie fide of his face, while 
the other was very gravely turned to the 
captain, whom he addreffed to this efFeft :* 
•* It is not far from hence to ShefEeW,* 
where you might be fitted completely in 
balf-a-day — then you muft wake your 
armour in church or chappel, and be 
dubbed. Ajs for this laft ceremony, it 
may be performed by any pcrfon whatfb* 
ever^ Don Quixote was dubbed by his 
landlord > and there are many inftances on 
record, of errants obliging and compelling 
die next perfon they met to crofs their 
ftioulders, and dub them knights. I my- 
felf would undertake to be your godfather; 
and I have intereft enough to procure the 
keys of the parifti-church that ftands hard 
byi befides, diis is the eve of St. Martin, 

who 
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who was himfelf a knight-errant, and 
therefore a proper patron to a noviciate. 
I wifh we could borrow Sir Launcelot's 
armour for 4:he occafion." 

Crowe, being ftruck with this hint, 
ftarted up, and laying his fingers on his 
lips to enjoin filence, walked off fofdy on 
his tiptoes, to liften at the door of pur 
knight's apartment, and judge whetlier 
or not he was afleep. Mr. Fillet took. 
^his opportunity to tell his nephew, that 
it would be in vain for him to combat 
this humour with reafon and argument, 
but the mofl: efFeftual way of diverting 
him from the plan of knight-errantry 
would be, to frighten him heartily while 
he fhould keep his vigil in the church. 
Towards the accomplilhment of which 
purpofe he craved the afliftance of the 
mifanthrope as well as the nephew. Clarke 
fcemed to relilh the fcheme:. andobferved 
that his uncle, though endued with cou- 
rage enough to face any human danger, 
had at bottom a ftrong fund of fuperftidon, 

which 
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which he had acquired^ or ac lead im« 
proved, in the courfe of a fca-life. Ferret, 
who perhaps would not have gone ten 
paces out of his road to fave Crowe from 
the gallows, nevertheleis, engaged as an 
auxiliary, merely in hope of feeing a fel- 
low-creature miferable ; and even under- 
took to be the principal agent in this ad- 
venture. For this office, indeed, he was bet- 
ter qualified than they could have imagined t 
in the bundle which he kept under his 
great coat, there was, together with divers 
ndlrums, a finall vial of liquid phoipho^ 
nis, fufficient, as he had already obferved, 
to fiighten a whole neighbourhood out of 
their fenfes. In order to concert the pre-, 
vious meafures, without being overheard, 
thele confederates retired with a candle 
and lan^orn into the ftablej and their 
backs were fcarce turned, when captain 
Crowe came in loaded with pieces'^of the 
knight's armour, which he had conveyed 
from the apartment of Sir Launcelot^ 
whom he had left i^ afleep. 

Under- 
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■ Underftanding that the reft of the com-;-- 
yany were gone out for a moment, he 
aoiild not refill the inclination he felt of 
communicating his intention to die land*- 
lady> who,> with her daughter, had been* 
too much engaged in preparing Crablhaw's 
flipper, to know the puiport of their con--* 
yerfarion- The good woman, being in- 
formed of the captain's defign to Tcmam 
alone all night in the church, began to* 
oppofe it with all* her rhcotrick. She 
ikid it was letting his Maker at. defiance^:, 
and a wilful running into temptation. She: 
affured him all the country knew.that the: 
church was haimted by Ipirits and hobgob* 
lins: that lights had been feen in eMerjp- 
corner of it; and a tall woman in white 
had one night appeared upon the top pf 
the tower: that dreadful Ikrieks were oftea. 
heard to come from the fouth aile, where- 
a murdered man had been buried: that 
flie herfelf had feen the crofs on the fteeple 
all a-fire ; and. one evening as fhe piffed 
[^a-horfe back- dofe by the ftile at the en- 
trance 
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trance into the church-yard, the hotfe 
itood ftiUj fweating and trembling, and 
had no power to proceed until Ihe had rC'^ 
^ated the Lord's Prayer, 

Thefe remarks made a ftrong impref^ 
fion on the imagination of Crowe, who 
afkcd, in fome confufion, if fhe had got 

» 

that fame prayer in print. She made na 
anfwer ; but reaching the prayer - book 
from a fhelt^ and turning up the leafi put 
it into his hand : then the captain, having 
adjufted his fpe(5tacles, began to read or 
rather ipell aloud with- equal eagernefs and 
ibkmnity. He had refrelhed his memory 
fb well as to remember the whole j whea 
the dodor, returning with his compa- 
nions, gave him to underftand that h^ 
had procured the key of the chancels 
where, he might watch his armour as well 
as in the body of the church ; and that he 
was ready to conduft him to the fpot^ 
Crowe was not now quite fo forward as he 
had appeared before to atchieve this ad- 
venture. He began to ftart olgeftions 

with 
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with refpeft to the borrowed amrour : he 
wanted to ftipulate the comforts of a can 
of flip, and a candle's end, during his 
vigil ; and hinted fomething of the damage 
he might fuftaui from your malicious imps 
of darknefs. 

The dodbor told him, the conftitutions 
of chivalry abfolutely required that he 
fhould be left in the dark alone, and 
fafting, to fpend the night in pious medi- 
tations; but if he had any fears which 
difturbed his confcience, he had much 
better dcfift, and give up all thoughts of 
knight-errantry, which could not confift 
with the leaft Ihadow of apprehenlion. 
The captain, (lung by this remark, re- 
plied not a word ; but gathering up Ac 
armour itito ^ bundle, threw it on his 
hack, and fet out for the place of proba- 
tion, preceded by Claike with the Ian- 
thorn. When they arrived at the churchy 
Fillet, who had procured the key from 
the fexton, who was his patient, opened. 
the doori and condu&ed our novice into 

the 
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the middle of die chancel, where the ar- ' 
mour was depofited. Then bidding Crowe 
draw his hanger, conunitted him to the 
protedlion of heaven, affuring him he 
would come back, and find him either 
dead or alive by day-break, and perform 
die remaining part of the ceremony. So 
laying, he and the other aflbciates (hook 
him by the hand and took their leave, 
after the furgeon had tilted up the lan^ 
ihorn, in order to take a view of his 
vifage, which was pale and haggard. 

Before the door was locked upon him, 
he called aloud, ^^ Hilloa ! doftor, hip— 
arK)ther word, d'ye fee — " They forthwith 
returned, to know what he wanted, and 
&iind him already in a fweat. " Heark 
ye, brother (faid he, wiping his fiice) I 
do fuppofe as how one may pafs away the 
time in whittling the black joke, or 
finging black-ey'd Sufan, or fome fuch 
forrowful ditty." " By no means, (cried 
the doftor) fuch paftimes are neither fuit- 
able tot the place, nor the occafionj which 

ia 
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IS altogetiber a religious cxercife. If yotr 
have got any pfalms by heartv you may 
ling aftave or two, or repeat the doxo«* 
logy. — " Would 1 had Tom L^averick 
hcpc, (replied our novitiate) he would 
jQng you* anthems like a fea-mew— -a had 
been a clerk a-fhore — many*s the time 
and often IVe given him a rope's ond for 
finging plalms in the larboard watchr-* 
would I had hired the foa of a Wtch to 
have taught me a caft of his office — but it' 
cannot be holp, brother — if we can*t ga 
large, we muft haul upon a wind, as the 
£tying is — ^if we can't fing, we muft pray.*** 
The company again left him to his de-^ 
votion> and returned to the public houi^ 
in order to execute the eifential part oB 
Aeir projed. 
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C H A P« VII. 

In which the knight re fumes his importance. 

piLLET having borrowed a coupl« of 
Iheets from the landlady, drcfled the 
mifanthrope and Tom Clarke in ghoftly 
apparel, which was re-inforced by a few 
drops of liquid phbfphoms, from' Ferret's 
phial, rubbed on the fore-heads of the two 
adventurers. Thus equipped, they return-: 
cd to the church with their conduftor, 
who entered with them foftly at an aifle 
which was oppofite to a place where the 
novice kept watch. They ftole unper- 
ceived through the body of the church ; 
and though it was fo dark that they could 
not diftinguilh the captain with the eye, 
they heard the found of his fteps, as he 
walked backwards and forwards on the 
pavement with uncommon expedition, 
and an ejaculation now anti then efcape in 

a murmur from his lips. ^ ' ' '' 

I The 
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The triumvirate having taken their 
ftation, with a large pew in their front, 
the two ghofts uncovered their heads, 
which, by help of the pholphorus, exhi- 
bited a pale and lambent flame, extremely 
difmal and ghaftly to the view i • then 
Ferret, in a fqueaking tone exclaimed, 
" Samuel Crowe ! Samuel Crowe !" The 
captain hearing himfelf accofled in this 
manner, at fuch a time, and in fuch a 
place, replied, "Hilloah:" and turning 
his eyes towards the quarter whence the' 
voice feemed to proceed, beheld the terri- 
ble apparition. This no fooner faluted his 
view, than . his. hair briftled up, his knees 
began to knock, and his teeth to chatter, 
while he ciied aloud, "In the name of 
God, where ar-e you bound, ho ?'* To thjs 
hail, the mifanthrope anfwered, " We are 
the fpirits of thy grandmother Jane and 
thy aunt Bridget/' 

At meptipn . of thefe names, Crowe's 
terrors began to give way. to his refent- 
ment, and he pronounced in a quick tone 

bf 



SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. f4j 

•ffurprize, mixed with indignarion, "What 
d'ye want ? what d'ye want ? what d'ye want, 
ho ?'' The Ipirit replied, " We are fent to. 
warn thee of thy fate." *^From whence, 
ho?" cried the captain, whofe choler 
had by this time well nigh triumphed over 
his fear. ** From heaven," faid the 
voice. ** Ye lie, ye b — s of hell ! (did 
our novice exclaim) ye are damned for 
heaving me out of my right, five fathom 
and a half by the lead, in burning brim- 
ftone. Don't I fee the blue flames come 
out of your hawfeholes — mayhap you may 
be the devil himfclf for aught I know- 
but I trull in the Lord, d'ye fee — I never 
difrated a kinfman, d'ye fee; fo don't 
come along fide of me — put about on 
th*other tack, d'ye fee — you need not 
clap hard aweather, for you'll foon get to 
hell again with a flowing fail." 

So faying, he had recourfe to his Pater-* 
nofl:er ; feut perceiving the apparitions ap- 
proach,' lie thundered out, " Avaft, — 

waft — fheer oflT, ye babes of hell, or I'll 

be 
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be foul of your forelights." He accord- 
ingly fpning forwards widi his banger, 

and very probably would^ have fet the 
fpirits on dieir way to the other worlds 

had not he fallen over a pew in the dark> 
and intangled himfelf fo much aaiong the 
benches, that he could not immediately 
recover his footing. The triumvirate took 
this opportunity to retire; and fuch was 
the precipitation of Ferret in his retreat,, 
that he encountered a poft» by which his 
right eye fuftained confiderable damage : a 
circumftance which induced him to in- 
veigh bitterly againft his own folly, as 
well as the impertinence of his compa- 
nions, who had inveigled him into ilich a 
troublefome adventure. Neidier he nor 
Clarke could be prevailed upon to revifit 
the novice. The doftor hirnfolf thought 
his difeafe was defperate; and, mount- 
ing his horfe, returned to his own habita- 
tion. 

Ferret, finding all the beds in the public 
houfc were occupied, compofcd himfelf to 

deep 
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fleep in a Windfor-chair at the chimney 
comer 5 and Mr. Clarke, whofe diipofition 
was extremely 4nmorous, refoived to renew 
his praftices on the heart of Dolly. He 
had reconnoitered the apartments in which 
the bodies of the knight and his fquire 
were depofited, and difcovered clofe by 
the top of the ftair-cafe a fort of a clofet or 
hovel juft large enough to contain a truckle- 
bed, which, from fome other particulars, 
he fuppofed to be the bed-chamber of hi& 
beloved Dolly, who had by this time re- 
tired to her rcpofe. Full of this idea, and 
inlligated by the daemon of defire, Mr. 
Thomas crept foftly up ftairs ; and lifting 
the latch of the clofet-door, his heart began 
to palpitate with joyous expeftation : but 
before h« could breathe the gentle efRifions 
of his love, the fuppofed damfel ftarted up, 
and feizing him by the collar with an 
Herculean gripe, uttered, in the voice of 
Crabftiaw, " It wa'nt't for nothing that I 
dreamed of Newgate, firrah ; but I'd have 
thee to know, an errant fquire is. not to be 
Vol. L H robbed 
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robbed by fuch a peddling thief as thee— 
here Til howld the vaft, an the devil were 

in thy doublet ^help! murder! vire! 

help!" 

It was impoffible for Mr. Clarke to dif- 
engage himfelf, and equally imprafticable 
to fpcak in his own vindication j fo that 
here he ftood trennbling and half throttled, 
until the^ whole houfe being alarmed^ the 
landlady and her oftler ran up Hairs with a 
candle. When the light rendered objefts 
vifible, an equal aftoniftiment prevailed on 
all fides: Crabftiaw was confounded at 
fight of Clarke, whofe perfon he well knew; 
and releafing him inftantly from his graip, 
" Bodikins ! (cried he) I believe as how 

this hawfe is haunted rwho thought to 

meet with Meafter Laayer Clarke at mid- 
night, and fo far from hoam." The land- 
lady could not comprehend the meaning of 
this encounter ; nor could* Tom conceive 
how Crabfliaw had tranfported himfelf 
hither from the room below, in which he 
faw him quietly repofcd. Yet nothing was 

more 



SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 147 

more eafy than to explain this myftery : the 
apartment below was the chamber which 
the hoftefs and her daughter referved for 
their own convenience; and this particular 
having been intimated to the fquire while 
he was at fupper, he had i\iGgned the bed 
quietly, and been conduced hither in the 
abfence of the company. Tom, recoiled^ 
ing himfelf as wi^ll as he could^ profefled 
himfelf of Crabfhaw's opinion, that the 
houfe was haunted, declaring.that he could 
not well account for his being there in the 
dark; and leaving thofe that were afiembled 
to difcufs this knotty point, retired down 
flairs, in hope of meeting with his charmer^ 
whom accordingly he found in the kitchen 
juft rifen, and wrapped in a loofe dilhabille* 
The noife of Crablhaw's cries had a- 
wakened and aroufed his mafter, who, 
rifing fuddenly in the dark, fnatched up 
his (word ftiat lay by his bed-fide, and 
haftened to the fcene of tumult, where all 
their mouths were opened at once, to ex- 
plain the caufe of the difturbance, and 

H z make 
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:inake an apology for breaking his honour^B 
jeft. He faid nothing i but taking the 
4:andle in his hand, beckoned to his fquire 
.to follow him into his apartment, refolving 
to arm and take horfe immediately, Crab- 
ihaw underftood his meaning ; and whiic 
he fhuffled on his cloaths, yawning hide- 
oufly all the while, wilhed the lawyer at the 
^evil for having vifited him fo unfeafon- 
ably i and even curfed himfelf for the noife 
he had made, in confequence of which he 
forefaw he fhould now be obliged to 
^forfeit his night^s refl;, and travel in /the 
dark, expofed to the inclemencies of* the 
weather. ^' Pox rot thee, Tom Clarke, 
ibr a wicked laager ! f ffiid he to himfelf) 
liadft thou teen'Irffi'g^d#'1f a^^^ 
I fhould this night have flept in peVccJ -Slat 
1 Ihould — an I would there was a bliftcr 
-on this plaguy tongue fi{ mine for making 
fuch a hoUowballoo j that I do — five gal- 
lons of cold water has my poor belly been 
drenched with fince night fell ; fo as my 
j-eins and my liver are all one as if they were 

turned 
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turned into ice, and my whole harflet 
fliakea and fhivers like a vial of quick- 
filver. I have been dragged, half df own* 
cd like a rotten ewe^ from the bottom of- 
a river; and who knows but I may be 
next dragged quite dead from the bottom^ 
of a coal-pit — if fo be as I am, I fhall ga 
to hell to be fure> for being confarned like 
in my own moorder ; that I will : fo I 
wUl : for a plague on ic, I had no bufinefs 
witfe the vagaries of this crazy-pated meaf- 
ftr ormine, a pox on him, fay I/" 

Ht had juft finiflied this foliliquy as He 
entef^ed th^* apartment of his mafter, who 
deilred to. know what was become of his 
ari«0;ur» ^Timothy, underftanding that it 
hjjd*-]&een left in the room when the knight 
urtdreffed, began to fcratch his head in? 
great perplexity 5 and at laift declared it was- 
bb opinion that it muft have been carried* 
off by witchcraft. Then he related his ad- 
venture with Tom Clarke, who he faid was > 
conveyed to his bedfide he knew not how ; . 

H 3 and^ 
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how J and concluded, with affirming they 
were no better than Papilhes, who did not 
believe in witchcraft. Sir Launcelot could 
not help fmiling at his fimplicity; but 
affuming a peremptory air, he command- 
ed him to fetch the armour without delays, 
that he might afterwards faddle the horfes, 
in order to profecute their journey. Ti-. 
mothy retired in great tribulation to the 
kitchen, where finding the mifanthrppe, 
whom the noife had alfo difturbed, and 
ftill impreflcd with the notion of his being 
a conjurer, he offered him a (hilling if he 
would caft a figure, and let him know 
what was become of his mafter's armour. 

Ferret, in hope of producing more mif- 
chief, informed him without hefitarion, 
that one of the company had conveyed 
it into the chancel of the church, where he 
would now find it depofited ; at the fame 
time prefenting him with the key, which 
Mr. Fillet had left in his cuftody. The 
fquire, who was none of thofe who fet hob- 
goblins at defiance, being afraifi to enter 

8 the 
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the church alone at thefe hours, bargained 
with the oftler to accompany and light him 
with a lanthorn. Thus attended, he ad- 
vanced to the place, where the armour lay 
in a heap, and loaded it upon the back of 
his attendant without moleftation, the 
launce being fhouldered over the whole. 
In this equipage they were juft going to 
retire, when the oftler hearing a hoife at 
fome diftance, wheeled about with fiich 
velocity, that one end of the fpear faluting 
Crabfhaw's pate, the poor fquirc meafured 
his length on the ground ^ and cruftiing 
the lanthorn in his fall, the light was ex- 
tinguilhed. The other, terrified at thefe 
efFefts of his own fudden motion, threw 
down his burthen, and would have betaken 
himfelf to flight, had not Crabfhaw laid 
faft hold on his leg, that he might not be 
deferted. The found of the pieces clat- 
tering on the pavement, roufed captain 
Crowe from a trance or flumber in which 
he had lain fince the apparition vaniflied ; 
and he hcdlov«;ed, or rather bellowed^' with 

H 4 vaft 
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vaft vociferation. Timothy and his friend 
were fo intimidated by this terrific ftrain, 
that they thought no more of the armour^ 
but ran home arm in arm, and appeared in 
the kitchen with all die marks of horror 
and confternation* 

When Sir Launcelot came forth wrapped 
in his cloak, and demanded his arms, Crab- 
Ihaw declared that the devil had them in his.. 
pofleflion i and this affertion was confirmed 
by the oftler, who pretended to know the. 
devil by his roar. Ferret fat in his corneri. 
maintaining die moft mortifying filence, 
and enjoying the impatience of the knight, 
who in vain requefted an explanation of 
this myftery. At* length his eyes began 
to lighten, when feizing Crablhaw in 
one hand, and the oftler in the other,, 
he fwore by heaven he would dafh 
their fouls cut, and raze the houfe to the 
foundation, if they did not inftandy dif- 
clofe the particulars of this tranfaftioix* 
The good woman fell on her knees, pro- 
tefting, in the name of the Lord, that flie 

was 
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was innocent as Ae child unborn, thof 
j(hc had lent the captain a Prayer-book to 
learn the Lord^s Prayer, a lanthorn and 
candle to light him to the church, and a 
couple of clean ftieets for the ufe of the 
other gentlemen. The knight was more^ 
and more puzilM by this declaration; 
when Mr. Clarke, Cofning ipto the* 
kitchen, prefented hirtifdf with a low 
obeifance to his eld patron. 

^ Sir Launcclot's anger was immedfately 
converted into furprife. He fet at liberty* 
the Iquire and the oftler; andftretching 
out his hand to the lawyer, '* My good 
friend Claike, (faid he) how came you 
hither ? — Can you folve this knotty point 
which hath involved us all in fuch con* 
fofion?*' 

Tom forthwith began avery circum- 
ftantial recapitulation of what had happen- 
ed to his uncle; in what manner he had 
been difappointed of the eftate; how he 
had accidentally feen his honour, been- 
enamoured of his charafter, and became 

H 5 ambi^ 



15+ THE ADVENTURES OF 

ambitious of following his example. Then 
he related the particulars of the plan 
which had been laid down to divert him 
from his defign, and concluded with afliir- 
ing the knight, that the captain was a 
very honeft man, though he feemed to be 
a litde difordered in his intellefts. " I be- 
lieve it, (replied Sir Launcelot): mad- 
nefs and honefly are not incompatible— rin- 
deed I feel it by experience." 

Tom proceeded to aik pardon^ in his 
uncle's name, for his having made fo free 
with the knight's armour; and begged 
his honour, for the love of God, would 
ufe his authority with Crowe -that he 
might quit all thoughts of knight-errantry,k 
for which he was by no means qualified;; 
for being totally ignorant of the laws, of 
the land, he would be continually commit- 
ing trefpaffes, and bring himielf into 
trouble. He faid in cafe he ihould prove 
refraftoryj he might be apprehended by 
virtue of a friendly warrant, for having 
feloxuoufly carried off the knight's at-< 

coutrcmcmSi^ 
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coutrements. " Taking away another 
man's moveables, (faid he) and perfonal 
goods againft die will of die owner, is 
furium and felony according to the ftatiite ; 
different indeed from robbery, which im- 
plies putting in fear on the king's highway, 
in alt a via regio violentery fs? felonice captum 
6? afportatum in magnum terrorem, (^c. for 
if the robbery be laid in the indiftmeht as 
done in quadam via pedeftriy in a foot-path, 
the offender will not be oufted of his 
clergy. It muft be in aha via regia i and 
your honour will pleafe to take notice, that 
• robberies committed on the river Thames 
are adjudged as done in aba via regia ; for 
the king's highftream is all the fame as thc^ 
king's highway." 

Sir Launtelot could not help fmiling at 
Tom's learned inveftigation. He congra- 
tulated him on the progrefs he had made in 
the ftudy of the law. He expreffed his 
concern at the ftrange turn the captain "had 
taken ; and promifed to ufe his mfluence 
in pcrfuading him tp defift from the pre- 

H 6 poftcrous 
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pofterous defign he had formed* The 
lawyer dnis aifiired^ repaired immediai^y 
to the church> accompanied by the Iquire, 
and held a parley with his uncle^ who^ 
when he underftood that the kni^t in per- 
fon deiired a conference^ furrendered up 
the arms quietly, and returned to the pub- 
lic-houfe. Sir Launcelot received the 
honeft feamen with his ufual compla- 
cency; and perceiving gres^: di£compo* 
fure in his looks, faid, he was forry to hear 
he had pa0ed fuch a difagreeable night to 
fo litde purpofe, Crowe, having re- 
cruited his fpirits widi a bumper of braa- 
dy, thanked him^for his concern, and oI>- . 
ferved diat he had pafied noany a harcf 
night in his time ; but fuch another as this,, 
he would not be bound to weather for the 
command of the whole Britilh i^avy. " I 
have feen Davy Jones in the fhape of a^ 
blue flame, d'ye fee, hopping to and fro> 
on the fpritfail yard arm;, and I've feen 
your Jacks o'die JL>anthorn, and Wilfe. 
o^the Wi% and many fuch i^irits, both 

hy 
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by fea and land : but, to-night Fvc bcea 
boarded by all the devils and damn'd fouls 
in hell, fqueaking and fqualling, and Sim- 
mering and glaring. Bounce went the 
door^— crack went the pew — erafh came 
the tackle — ^white-lheeted ghofts dancing 
in one comer by the glow-worm's light— 
black devils hobbling in another — ^Lord 
have mercy upon us ! and I was haUed, 
Tom, I was, by my grand- mother Jane^ 
and my aunt Bridget, d'ye fee — a couple 

ofdamn'd but they *re rowing j that*& 

one comfort, my lad/' 

When he had dius difburthened his • 
€»n(ciencc. Sir Launcelot introduced the 
ifibjed of the new occupation at which he 
aipired. " I underftand, (faid he) that 
you arc defu-ous of treading the paths of 
errantry,^ which, I allure you, are thorny 
afid troublefome. Neverthclefs, as you^ 
purpofe is to exercife your humanity and 
benevolence, fo your ambitipn is com- 
mendable. But towards the pradlice of 
chivalry^ there is ibmcfdung more required 

than 
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than the virtues of courage and generofity. 
A knight-errant ought to underftand the 
fciences, to be matter of ethics or mo- 
rality, to be well verfed in theology, a 
complete cafuiil, and minutely acquainted 
with the laws of his country. He ihould 
not only be patient of cold, hunger, and 
fatigue, righteous, juft, and valiant ; but . 
alfo chafte, religious, temperate, polite^ 
and converfable ; and have all .the paiTions- 
under the rein, except love, whofe empire 
he Ihould fubmiffively acknowledge. He 
faid this was the very effence of chivalry, 
and no man had ever made fuch a profef- 
fionofarms, without having having firft 
placed his afiedion upon fome beauteous 
objeft, for whofe honour, and at whofe 
command, he would chcarfully encounter 
the moft dreadful perils. 

^ He took notice that nothing could be 
more irregular than the manner in which 
Crowe had attempted to keep his vigil : 
for he had never ferved his noviciate 
he liad not prepared himielf with abfti- 

mnce 



SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 159 

ncnce and prayer — ^he had not provided a 
qualified godfether for the ceremony of 

dubbing ^he had no armour of his own 

to wake s but, on the very threfhold of 
chivalry, which is the perfedtion of juftice^ . 
had unjuftly purloined the arms of another 
knight : that this was a meer mockery of 
a religious inftitution ; arid therefore un- 
pleafing in the fight of heaven ; witnefe, 
the demons and hobgoblins that were per- 
mitted to difturb and t;orment him in his 
trial. 

Crowe having liftcned to thefe remarks^ 
with earneft attention, replied, after fomc 
hefitadon : '^ Lam bound to you, brother> 

for your kind and chriftian counfel 1 

doubt .as how IVe fteered by a wrong 
chart, d*ye fee — as for the matter of the 
fciences, to be fore, I know plain failing 
and Mercator -, and am an indifferent good 
ieaman, thof I fay it that fliould not fay 
it : but as to aU the reft, ho better than the 
viol block or the geer capftan. Religion 
1 han't much over-hauled) and we tars 

Uugh 
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laugh at your polite converfation, tho^ 
mayhap, we can chaunt a few ballads to 
keep the hands awake in the night watch ; 
then for chaftity, brother, I doubt that*s 
[ not to be expefted in a failor juft come a- 

Ihore after a long voyage fure all thofe 

poor hearts won't be damned for (leering 
in the wake of Nature. As for a Iweet*. 
heart, BetMizen of St. Catherine's would 

fit me to a hair- flie and I are old 

meffmatesj and — ^what fignifies talkii^ 
brother, fhe knows already the trim of my 
veflel, d'ye fee." He concluded with fay- 
ing, " He thought he wa'n*t too old to 
fcarnj and if Sir Lauhcelot would t^ake 
him in tow, as his tender, he would (land 
by him all weathers, and it (hould not 
cod his confort a fai thing's exf^ence." 

The knight faid, he did not think him^ 
felf of confequence enough to have fuch- 
a pupil; but (hould always be ready ta 
give him his beft advice, . as a (pecimen of 
which he exhorted him to weigh all thc- 
circumftances, . and deliberate calmly and 

Icifuicly: 
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leifurely, before he adtually engaged in fudi 
a boifterous profeffion, afluring him that 
if, at the end of three months, his refolu- 
tion fliould continue^ he would take upon^ 
himfelf the office of his inftruftor. In 
the mean timCj he gratified the hoftels 
^ for his lodging, put on his armour, took 
leave of the company, and mounting 
Bronzomarte, proceeded foutherly,. beings 
attended by his fquire Crabfliaw, grum- 
blings on the back of Gilbert* 



CHAF. 
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CHAP. VIII. ^ 

fVblch hwlthln-a hair's breadth of proving highly 

interejiing, 

T EAVING captain Crowe and his ne- 
phew for the prcfent, though they and 
even the mifanthrope will re-appear in due 
feafon, we are now obliged to attend the 
progrcfs of the knight, who proceeded ki a ' 
fbutherly direftion, infenfible of the ftonn 
that blew, as well as of the darknefs, which 
was horrible. For fome time Crablhaw 
ejaculated curfes in filence ; till at length 
his anger gave way to his fear, which 
waxed fo ftrong upon him, that he could 
no longer refift the defire of alleviating it, 
by entering into a converfation with 
his matter. By way of introduftion, he 
gave Gilbert the fpur, direfting him to- 
wards the flank of Bronzomarte, which 
he encountered with fuch a Ihock, that the 

knight was almoft difmountcd. When 

Sir 
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Launcelot, with fomc warmth, aflccd the 
realbn of this attack, the fquire replied in 
thefe words : " The devil, (God blefs us) 
mun be playing his pranks with Gilbert 
too, as fure as I'm a living foul ! — I'fe 
wage a teafter, the foul fiend has left the 
feaman, and got into Gilbert, than he has 
—when a has paffed through an afs and a 
horfe, rfe mapvcl what beafe a will get into 
next." " Probably into a mule, (faid the 
knight J ) in that cafe you will be in fome 
danger — but I c^n^ at any time, dif- 
poilefs you with a horfewhip/* — " Aye, 
aye, (anlwered Timothy) your honour has 
a mortal good hand at giving a flap with a 
fox's tail, as the 'faying is — *tis a wonder- 
ment you did not try your hand on that there 
wifcacre that ftole your honour's harnefs, 
and wants to be an arrant with a murrain 
to 'un — Lord help his fool's head! it 

becomes him as a fowdoth a cart-faddle/* 
** There is no guilt in infirmity (faid the 
knight;) I punifti the vicious only." *'I 
would your honour would punifti Gilbert 

then^ 
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then, (cried the fquire) for *tis the moit 
vicious tuoad that ever I laid a leg over— • 
but as to that fame feafari^g man, -what 
may his diftemper be?" " Madnefs^* 
(anfwered Sir Launcelot.) ** Bodikins,: 
(exclaimed the fquire) I doubt as how 
other volks are leame of the fame leg- 
but a'n't vor fiich fmall gentry as he to be- 
mad: they mun leave that to their bet-^ 
ters." " YoU' feem to hint at me. Crab* 
fhaw : do you really think I am mad l*^ 
♦* I may fay as how I have looked your hij*.^ 
nour in the mouthy and a forry dog^ 
fliould I be, if I did not know your hu- 
Hiours as well as I know e'er a beaft in the 
fteable at Greavefbury-hall." ^' Since 
you are fo well acquainted with my mad-: 
nefs, (faid the knight) what opinion have 
you of yourfelf, who ferve and follow a lu- 
natic V* '^ I hope I han't ierved your 
honour for nodling, but I ftiall inherit fome 
of your caft vagaries — when your honour 
is pleafed to be mad, I (hould be very 
fcrry to be found right in my fenfes.— 

Timothy 
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Timothy Crabfliaw will never eat the 
thread of unthankfulnels— -— It fhall never 
be f^d of him that he was wifer than his 
meafter : as for the matter of following a 
madman, we may fay your honour's face 
is made of a fiddle ; every one that looks 
on you loves you/' This compliment the 
knight returned by faying, " If my face is 
a 'fiddle, Crablhaw, your tongue is a fiddle- 
ftick that plays upon it — ^yet your mufic is 
very difagreeable — you don't keep time.** 
•*^ Nor you neither, meafter, (cried Timo- 
thy) or we fhould'nt be here wandering 
about under cloud of night, like fheep- 
ftealers, or evil Ipirits with troubled con- 
fciences." 

Here the difcourfe was interrupted by a 
fudden difafter^ in confequence of which 
the fquire uttered an inarticulate roar that 
ftartlcd the knight himfel^ who was very 
litde fubjed to the fenfation of fear : but 
his furprife was changed into vexation when 
ht perceived Gilbert without a rider pafling 
by, and kicking his heels with great agi* 
1 lity^ 
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lity. He forthwith turned his fteed, and, 
riding back a few paces, found Crabfhaw 
rifing from the ground. When he aiked 
what was become of his horfe, he anfwered 
in a wimpering tone, " Horfe ! would I 
could once fee him fairly carrion for the 
hounds — for my part I believe as how *tis 
no horfe but a devil incarnate ; and yet Tvc 

been worfe mounted, that I have I'd 

like to have rid a horfe that was foaled of 
an acorn/* 

This accident happened in a hollow way, 
overftiadowed with trees, one of which the 
ftorm had blown down, fo that it lay over 
the "road, and one of its boughs projeftirig 
horizontally, encountered the fquire as he 
trotted along in the dark. Chancing to 
hitch under his long chin, he could not dif- 
engage himfelf ; but hung fulpended like a 
flitch of bacon j while Gilbert, pufliing for- 
ward, left him dangling, and, by his auk- 
ward gambols, feemed to be pleafed with 
the joke. This capricious animal was not 
retaken without the pcrfonal endeavours of 

the 
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the knight : for Crabfhaw abfolutely refuf- 
ing to budge a foot from his honour's fide, 
he was obliged to alight, and fallen Bron- 
zomarte to a tree : then they fet out toge- 
ther, and with fome difficulty found Gil- 
bert with his neek ftretched oyer a five- 
barred gate, fnuffing up the nn(|)rning-air. 
The fquire, however, was not remounted, 
without having firft undergone a fevere re- 
prehenfion from his mafter, who upbraid- 
ed him with his cowardice, threatened to 
chaftife him on the fpot, and declared that 
he would divorce his daftardly foul from 
his body ; fhould he ever be incommoded 
or aflfronted with another inftance of his 
bafe-born apprehenfion. 

Though there was fome rifque in car- 
rying on the altercation at this junfture, 
Timothy having bound up his jaws, could 
not withftand the inclination he had to con- 
fute his mafter. He therefore, in a mut- 
tering accent, protefted that if the knight 
would give him leave, he fhould prove 
that his honour had tied a knot with his 

tongue 
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tongue which he could not untie with all 
liis teeth, ** How, caitiff, (cried Sir Laun- 
celot) prefume to contend with me in ar- 
gument !" '^ Your mouth is fcarce fhut, 
(faid the other) fince you declared that a 
man was not to be punifhed for madnels, 
becaufe' it was a diftemper : now I will 
<naintain that cowardice is a diftemper as 
well as madaefs; for nobody would be 
afraid if he could help it." " There is 
more logic in that remark (refumed the 
knight) than I expefted fronrt your clod- 
pate, Crabfhaw: but I muft explain the 
difference between cowardice and madnefi. 
Cowardice, tho* fometimes the effcft of 
natural imbecility, is generally a prejudice 
of education, or bad habit contrafted from 
milinformation, or mifapprehenfion, and 
may certainly be cured by experience, and 
thfe cxercife of reafon : but this remedy 
cannot be applied in madnefs, which is a 
privAtion or diforder of reafon itfelf " " So 
is cowardice, as I'm a living foul, (exclaim- 
ed the f^uire) don't you tay a man is fright- 
ened 
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cned out of his fenfes ? for my peart, meaf. 
ter, I can neither fee nor hear, much left 
argufy when I'm in fuch a quandary: 
wherefore, I believe, odds bodikins ! that 
cowardice and madnefe are both diftempers, 
and differ no more than the hot and cold 
fits of an ague. When it teakes your ho- 
nour, you're all heat and fire and fury. 
Lord blefs us ! but when it catches poor 
Tim, he's cold and dead-hearted, he 
Iheakes and fliivers like an afpcn-leaf, that 
he does." ^^ In that cafe, (anfwered the 
knight) I (hall not punilh you for the dif- 
temper which you cannot help, but for en- 
gaging in a fervice expofed to perils, v/hen 
you knew your own infirmity : in the fame 
manner as a man dcferves puniftiment, 
who enlilts himfclf for a foldicr, while he 
labours under any fecret difeafe." *' At 
that rate (faid the fquire) my thread is like 
to be rarely buttered o'both fides, I faith. 
But, I hope, as by the bleffihg of God I 
have run mad, fo I fliall in good time grow 
valiant, under your honour's precept and 
example." 
Vol. I. J By 
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By this time a very difagrecable night 
was fucceeded by a fair, bright morning, 
and a market-town appeared at the diftance 
of three or four miles, when Crabfhaw, 
having no longer the fear of hobgoblins 
before his eyes, and being moreover chear- 
cd by the fight of a place where he hoped 
to meet with comfortable entertainment, 
began to talk big, to expatiate on the folly 
of being afraid, and finally fet all danger at 
defiance j when all of a fudden he was pre- 
fcnted with an opportunity of putting in 
praftice thofe new adopted maxims, in 
an opening between two lanes, they per- 
ceived a gentleman's coach flopped by two 
highwaymen on horfeback, one of whonv 
advanced to reconnoitre and keep the coaft 
clear, while the other exafted contribution 
from the travellers in the coach. He who 
afted as centinel, no fooner faw our adven- 
turer appearing from the lane, than he rode 
up with a piftol in his hand, and ordered 
him to halt on pain of immediate death. 

To this peremptory mandate the knight 
xmdc no other reply than charging him 

with 
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with fuch impetuofity that he was unhorfed 
in a twinkling, and lay fprawling on the 
ground, feemingly fore bruifed with his 
felL Sir Launcelot commanding Timothy 
to alight and fecure the prifoner, couched 
his lance, and rode full Ipeed at the other 
highwayman, who was not a little difturb- 
cd at fight of fuch an apparition. Never- 
thelefs, he fired his piftol without efFe£l; 
and, clapping fpurs to his horfe, fled away 
at full gallop. The knight purfued him 
with all the fpeed that Bronzomarte could 
exert ; but the robbep being mounted on a 
fwift hunter, kept him at a diftance ; and, 
after a chace of feveral miles, efcaped thro* 
a woodfo entangled with coppice, that Sir 
Launcelot thought proper to defift. He 
liien, for the firft time, recoUefted the fi- 
tuition in which he had left the other thiet 
* and remembering to have heard a female 
Ihriek, as he paffed by the coach- window, 
refolvcd to'return with all expedition, that 
he might make a proffer of his fervice to 
the lady, according to the obligation of 

I 2 knight- 



•x 
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knight-errantry. But he had loft his way ; 
and after an hour's ride, during which he 
traverfed many a field, and circled divers 
hedges, he found himfelf in the market- 
town aforementioned. Here the firft ob- 
jeft that prefented itfelf to his eyes, was 
Crabihaw, on foot, furroundcd by a mob, 
tearing his hair, ftamping with his feet, 
and roaring out in manifeft diftradtionj 
*' Shew me the mayor, (for the love of 
God) (hew me the mayor! — O Gilbert, 
Gilbert ! a murrain take thee, Gilbert ! fure 
thou was foaled for my deftruftion !" 

From thefe exclamations, and the antic 
drefs of the fquire, the people, not without 
reafon, concluded that the poor foul had 
loft his wits ; and the beadle was juft go- 
ing to fecure him, when die knight inter-^ 
pofed, and at once attraded the whole at- 
tention of the populace. Timothy, feeing 
his mafter, fell down on his knees, crying, 
" The thief has run away with Gilbert — 
you may pound me into a peaft, as die fay- 
ing is : but now Ffe a^ mad as your wor- 

fhip; 
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fhip; an't afeard of the devil and all his 
works/' Sir Launcelot defiring the beadle 
would forbear, was inftantly obeyed by that 
officer, who had no inclination to put the 
authority of his place in competition with 
the power of fuch a figure armed at all 
points, mounted on a fiery fteed, and ready 
for .the combat. He ordered Crabfhaw 
to attend him to the next inn, where he 
alighted -, then taking him into a feparate 
apartment, demanded an explanation of the 
tinconnefted words he had uttered.* The 
fquire was in fuch agitation, that, with in- 
finite difficulty, and by dint of a thoufand 
diflferent queftions, his mafter learned die 
adventure to this effedt : Crabfhaw, ac- 
cording to Sir Launcelot's command^ had 
alighted from his horfe, and drawn his cut- 
lafs, in hope of intimidating the difcomfited 
. robber into a tame furrender, though he 
did not at all relifli the nature of the fer- 
vice : but the thief was neither fo much 
hurt, nor fo tame as Timothy had imagin- 
ed. He ftarted on his feet with his piftol 

I 3 ftill 
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ftill in his hand ; and prefenting it to the 
fquire, fwore with dreadful inriprecations, 
that he would blow his brains out in an in- 
ftant. Crablhaw, unwilling to hazard the 
trial of this experiment, turned his back, 
and fled with great precipitation; while 
the robber, whofe horle had run away, 
mounted Gilbert, and rode off acrofs tlje 
country. It was at this period, that two 
footmen belongiiig to the coach, who had 
ftayed .behind to take their morning's 
whet, ^t the inn where they lodged, came 
up to the aflfiftancc of the ladies, armed with 
blunderbufles; and the carriage proceeded^ 

kavirig Timothy alone in diftfaftion and 
delpair. He knew not which way to tum^ 
and was afraid of remaining on the fpoti 
left the robbers fhould come back and re- 
venge themfelves upon him for the difajp* 
pointment they had undergone. In this 
diftrefs, the firft thought that occurred, was 
to make the beft of his way to the town, 
and demand the affiftance of the civil ma- 
giftrate towards the retrieval of what he 

had 
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had loft : a defign which he executed in 
fuch a manner, as juftly entailed upon him 
the imputation of lunacy. 

While Timothy flood fronting the win- 
<iow, and anfwcring the interrogations of his 
matter, he fuddenly exclaimed, "Bodikins I 
there's Gilbert !" and Iprung into the ftreet 
with incredible agility. There finding his 
ftrayed companion brought back by one of 
the footmen who attended the coach, he 
imprinted a kifs on his forehead 3 and 
hanging about his neck, with the tears in 
his eyes, hailed his return with the folio V7- 
ing faiutation : >^*^ Art thou come back^ 
my darling ? ah Gilbert, Gilbert ! a pize 
upon thee ! thou hadft like to have been a 
dear Gilbert to me ! how couldft thou 
break the heart of thy old friend, who has 
known thee from a colt ? ftven years next 
grafs have I fed thee and bred thee ; pro- 
vided thee with fweet hay, delicate corn, 
and frefti litter, that thou mought lie 
warm, dry, and comfortable. Ha'n't I 
currycombed thy carcafe 'till it was as fleek 

I 4 as 
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as a floe, and cherifhed thee as the apple of 
mine eye ? for all that thou haft played me 
an hundred dog's-tricks ; biting, and 
kicking, and plunging, as if the devil was 
in thy body ; and now thou couldft run a- 
way with a thief, and leave me to be flea'd 
alive by mafter: what canft thou fay for 
thyfel^ thou cruel, hard-hearted, unchrif- 
tian tuoad ?" 

To this tender expoftulation, which af- 
foixied m^jch entertainment to the boys, 
Gilbert anfwered not one word; but feem* 
ed altogether infenfible to the carcfTes of 
Timothy, who forthwith led him into the 
liable. On the whole, he feems to have 
been an unfocial animal : for it does not 
appear that he ever contrafted any degree 
of intimacy, even with Bronzomarte, 
during the whole courfe of their acquain- 
tance and fellowfliip. On the contrary, 
he has been more than once known to fig- 
nify his averfion by throwing out behind, 
and other eruptive marks of contempt for 
that elegant charger, who excelled him as 

much 
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much in perfonal merit, as his rider Ti- 
mothy was oiitfhone by his all-accomplifh- 
ed mafter. . While the fquire accommo- 
dated Gilbert in the ftable, the knight fent 
for the footman who had brought him 
back ; and, having prefented him with a 
liberal acknowledgment, defired to know 
in what manner the horfe had been re- 
trieved. 

The ftranger fatisfied him in this parti- 
cular, by giving him to underftand, that 
the highwayman, perceiving himfelf pur- 
fiied acrofs the country, plied Gilbert fb 
feverely with whip and (pur, that the ani- 
mal refented the ufage, and being beiides, 
perhaps, a little ftruck with remorfe for 
having left his old friend Crabfhaw, fud- 
denly halted, and flood flock flill,^not- 
withflanding all the flripes and tortures he 
underwent ; or if he moved at all, it was 
in a retrograde diredtion. The thief, fee- 
ing all his endeavours ineffedlual, and 
himfelf in danger of being overtaken, 

. I 5 wifely 
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wifely quitted his acquifition, and fled iato 
the bofom of a neighbouring wood* 

Then the knight inquired about the 
fituation of the lady in the coach> and 
offered himfelf as her guard and conduftor : 
but was told that fhc was already fafely 
lodged in the houfe of a gentleman at fbme 
diftance from the road. He likcwife 
learned that (he was a perfon difordercd 
in her fenfes, under the care and tuition of 
a widow lady her relation ; and that in a 
day or two they Ihould purfue their jour- 
ney northward to the place of her habita- 
tion. After the footman had been Ibme 
time difmiffed, the knight recoUedted that 
he had forgot t6 afk the name of the per- 
fon to whom he belonged ; and began to 
be uneafy at this omiffion, which bdeed 
was more interefting than he ^ could ima* 
gine: foi; an explanation of this nature 
v/c0fd in all likelihood have led to a dif* 
covery, that the lady in the coach was no 
other than Mils Aurelia Darnel, who 
feeing him unexpeftedly in fuch an equi- 
page 
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page and attitude, as he paffed the coach, 
(for his helmet was ofF) had fcreamed with 
iurprife and terror, and fainted away. 
Neverthelefs, when (he recovered from 
her fwoon, ftie concealed the real caufe of 
her agitation, and none of her attendants 
were acquainted with the perfon of Sir 
Launcelot, 

The circiimftances of the diforder, 
under which ftie was faid to labour, Ihall 
be revealed in due courfe. , In the mean 
time, our adventurer, though unaccount- 
ably afFefted, never dreamed of fuch an 
occurrence 5 but being very much fatigued, 
refolved to indemnify himfelf for the lols 
of laft night's repofe ; and this happened to 
be one of the few things in which Crab- 
fhaw felt an ambition to follow his mas- 
ter's example. 



16 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

IFhlch mayferve tojhew, that true patrloti/m is 

of na party . 

'T'HE knight had not enjoyed his repofe 
above two hours, when he was dif- 
tiirbed by fuch a variety of noifes, as 
might have d:fcompofed a brain of the 
firmeft texture. The rumbling of car- 
riages, and the rattling of horfes' feet on 
the pavennenr, was intermingled with loud 
Ihouts, and the noife of fiddle, French- 
horn, and bagpipe. A loud peal was 
heard ringing in the church tower at (bmc 
diftance, while the inn refounded with 
clamour, confufion, and uproar. 

Sir Launcclot being thus alarmed, 
ftarted from his bed, and running to the 
window, beheld a cavalcade of perfbns 
well mounted, and diftinguifhed by blue 
cockades. They were generally attired 
like jockies, with gold-laced hats and 

buckfkin 
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buckflcin breeches, and one of them bore 
a ftandard of blue filk, infcribed in white 
letters. Liberty and the Landed In- 
TEJi£ST. He who rode at their head was 
a jolly figure, of a florid complexion and 
round belly, feemingly turned of fifiy, and 
in all appearance, of a choleric dilpofition. 
As they approached the market-place they 
waved their hats, huzza'd, and cried 
aloud, No FOREIGN Connections,— 
Old England for ever. This acclama-" . 
tion, however, was not foloud oruniverfal, 
but that our adventurer could diftinftly hear 
a counter-cry from the populace, of No 
Slavery, — No Popish Pretender. An 
infinuation fo ill relilhed by the cavaliers, 
that they began to ply their horfewhips 
among the multitude, and were, in their 
turn, faluted with a difcharge or volley of 
ftones, dirt, and dead cats ; in confequcncc 
of which fome teeth were demolilhed, and 
many furtouts defiled. 

Our adventurer's attention was foon 
called off from this fcene, to contemplate 

another 
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another proceflion of pcopk on foot, a- 
domed with bunches of. orange ribbons, 
attended by a regular band of mufick, 
jpilaying God /ave great George our king, 
and headed by a thin, fwarthy perfonage, 
of a fallow aiped and large goggling eyes^ 
arched over with two femicircles of hair^ 
or rather briftles, jet black, and frowzy. 
His apparel was very gorgeous, though 
his addrefs was aukward ; he was accom- 
panied by the niayor, recorder, and heads 
of the corporation, in their formalities. His 
cn%ns were known by the infcription. 
Liberty of Confcience and the Proteftant Suc^ 
ceffion \ and the people faluted him as he 
paflcd with repeated cheers, that feemed 
to prognofticate fuccefs. He had particu- 
larly ingratiated himfelf with the good 
women, who lined the ftreet, and fent 
forth many ejaculatory petitions in his fa- 
vour. 

Sir Launcelot immediately comprehend- 
ed the meaning of this Iblemnity : he per- 
ceived it was the prelude to the eledion of 

a mem- 
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a member to reprefent the county in parlia- 
ment, and he was feized with an eager 
defire to know the names and charafters of 
the competitors. In order to gratify this 
defire, he made repeated application to the 
bell-rope that depended from the cieling of 
his apartment ; but this produced nothing, 
except the repetition of the words ^^ Com- 
ing, Sir,"' which echoed from three or four 
different corners of the houfe. The wait- 
ers were fo diftraded by a variety of calls, 
that they ftood mottonlels, in the ftate of 
the fchoolman's afs between two bundles 
of hay, incapable of determining where 
they fhould firft offer their attendance. 

Our knight's patience was almofl: ex- 
haufted, when Crablhaw entered the room, 
in a very ftrange equipage : one half of 
his face appeared clofc fhaved, and the 
other covered with lather, while the blood 
trickled in two rivulets from his nofe^ 
upon a barber's cloth that was tucked under 
his chin ; he looked grim with indignation, 
and under his left arm carried his cudafs, 

un^ 
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unlheathed. Where he had acquired h 
much of the profeflion of knight-errantry 

we fhall not pretend to determine; but, 
certain it is, he fell on his knees before Sir 
Laloncelot, crying, with an accent of rage 
and diftraftion, " In the name of St, 
George for England, I beg a boon, Sir 
knight, and thy compliance I demand, 
before the peacock and the ladies." 

SirLauncclot, aftonifhed at this addrcls, 
replied in a lofty ftrain, '' Valiant fquire, 
thy boon is granted, provided it doth not 
contravene the laws of the land, and the 
conftitutions of chivalry." " Then I crave 
leave (anfweredCr^bftiaw) to challenge and 
defy to mortal combat, that caitif barber 
who hath left me in this pitious condition ; 
and I vow by the peacock, that I will not 
fhave my beard, until I have (haved his 
head from his fhoulders : fo may I thrive 
in the occupation of an arrant fquire/' 

Before his mafter had time to enquire 
into particulars, they were joined by a de- 
cent man in boots, who was likewife a tra- 
veller^ 



SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 185 

veller, and had feen the rife and progrefs of 
Timothy's difafter. lie gave the knight 
to underftand, that Crabfhaw hadfent for a 
a barber, and already undergone one half of 
the operation, when the operator received 
the long expefted nrieflage from both the 
gentlemen, who flood candidates at the 

elci5lion. The double fummons was no 
fooner intimated to him, than he threw 

down his bafon and retired with precipita- 
tion, leaving the fquire in the luds. Timo- 
thy incenfed at this defertion, followed him 
with equal celerity into the ftreet, where he 
collared the fhaver, and infifted upon 
being entirely trimmed, on pain of the 
baftinado. The other finding himfelf thus 
arretted, and having no time to fpare for 
altercation, lifted up his fifl, and difcharged 
it upon the fnout of Crabfhaw with fuch 
force, that the unfortunate aggrefTor was 
fain to bite the ground, while the vidlor 
haflened away, in hope of touching the 
double wages of corruption. 

The knight being informed of thefe 

cir- 
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circumftanccs, told Timothy with a fmilc, 
that he fhould have liberty to defy the barber; 
but in the mean time, he ordered him to 
faddle Bronzomarte, and prepare for imme- 
diate fervice. While die fquire was thus em- 
ployed, his mailer engaged in converfation 
with the ftranger, who happened to be a 
London dealer travelling for orders, and was 
well acquainted with the particulars which 
our adventurer wanted to know. 1 1 was from 
this communicative tradefman he learned, 
that the competitors were Sir Valentine 
Quickfet and Mr. Ifeac Vanderpelft j the 
firft a mere fox-hunter, who depended fi)r 
fuccefs in this eleftion upon his intercft 
among the high-flying gentry ; the other a 
ftock-jobber and contradlor, of foreign 
extraft, not without a mixture of Hebrew 
blood, irtimenfely rich, who was counten- 
anced by his grace of , and fuppofed 

to have diftributed large fums in fecuring a 
majority of votes among the yeomanry of 
the county, polTeffed of fmall freeholds, 
and copyholders, a great number of which 

laft 
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laft refided in this borough. He faid thefe 
were generally diflenters and weavers i 
and that the mayor, who was himfelf a 
manufadturer, had received a very confi- 
derable order for exportation, in confe- 
quence of which it was believed, he would 
fupport Mr. Vanderpelft with all his in- 
influence and credit. 

Sir Launcelot, rouzed at this intelli-- 
gence, called for his armour, which being 
buckled on in a hurry, he mounted his 
fieed, attended by Crabfhaw on Gilbert, 
and rode immediately into the midft of 
the multitude by which the huttings were 
(urrounded, juft as Sir Valentine Quickfet 
b^an to harangue the people from an 
occaiional theatre, formed of a plank 
fupported by the upper board of the pub- 
lic ftocks, and an inferior rib of a- wooden 
cage pitched alfo for the accommodation of 
petty delinquents. 

Though the Angular appearance of Sir 
Launcelot at firft fight attrafted the eyes of 
all the Ipeftators, yet they did not fail to 

yield 
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yield attention to the fpeech of his brother 
knight, Sir Valentine, which ran in the fol- 
lowing drain : " Gentlemen vreeholders of 
this here county, I fhan't pretend to meake 
a vine viourifhing fpeech, — I'm a plain 
fpoken man, as you all know. I hope I 
fliall always fpcak my maind without vear 
or vavour, as the zaying is. 'Tis the way 
of the Quickfets — we are no upftarts, nor 
voreigners, nor have we any Jewifli blood 
in our veins i — we have lived in this here 
neighbourhood time out of maind, as you 
all know ; and pofTefs an eftate of vive 
thoufand clear, which we fpend at whoaoi, 
among you, in old Englifh hofpitality — All 
my vorevathers have been parliament- 
men, and I can prove that ne*er a one 
o'um gave a zingle vote for the court fincc 
the revolution, Vor my own peart, I 
value not the miniftry three Ikips of a loufe, 

as the zaying is 1 ne'er knew but one 

minifter that was an honeft man : and for 
all the reft I care not if they were hanged as 

high as Haman, with a pox to'un 1 am, 

thank 
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ink God, a vree-born, true-hearted 
iglifliman, and a loyal, thof unworthy, 
1 of the church — vor all they have done 

r H r, I 'd vain know what they have 

ne vor the church, with a vengeance— 
f^n\y own peart, I hate all vorreigners, 
d vorreign meafures, whereby this poor 
tion is broken-backed with a difinal load 

debt, and taxes rife fo high that the 
or cannot get bread. Gendemen vree- 
Iders of this county, I value no minifter 
ng's ends if you will vavour me with 
ur voces and intereft, whereby I may be 
:urned, rU engage one half of my eftate 
at I never cry yea to vour ihillings in the 
)und 5 but will crols the miniftry in every 
ing, as in duty bound, and as becomes an 
>neft vreeholder in the ould intereft — 
It, if you fell your votes and your coun- 
^ for hire, you will be detefted in this 
re world, and damned in the next to all 
ernity : fo I leave every man to his own 
nifcience." 

This eloquent oration was received by 

his 
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his own friends with loud peals of applaufe; 
which, however, did not difcourage his 
competitor, who, confident of his own 
ftrength, afcended the roftrum, or, in other 
words, an old cafk, fet upright for the 
purpofe. Having bowed all round to the 
audience, with a fmile of gentle condelcen- 
fion, he told them how ambitious he was 
of the honour to reprefent this county in 
parliament ; and how happy he found him- 
felf in tHe encouragement of his friends, 
who had fo unanimoufly agreed to Aip- 
port his pretenfions. He faid, over and 
above the qualification he poffeffed among 
them, he had fourfcore thoufand pounds in 
his pocket, which he had acquired by 
commerce, the fupport of the nation, under 
the prefent happy eftablifhment, in defence 
of which he was ready to fpend tlie laft 
farthing. He owned himfelf a faithful fub- 
jeft to his majefty king George, fincercly 
attached to the proteftant fucceflion, in dc- 
teftation and defiance of a popifh, an abju- 
red, and outlawed pretender i and declared 

that 
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that he would exhauft his fubftance aiid his 
blood, if neceflary, in maintaining the 
principles of the glorious revohition. 
*• This- (cried he) is the folid bafis and 
foundation upon which I ftand/' 

Thefe laft words had fcarce proceeded 
from his mouth, when die head of the 
barrel or puncheon on which he flood, 
being frail and infirm, gave way ; fo that 
down he went with a crafh, and in a 
twinkling difappeared from the eyes of 
the aftoniftied beholders. The fox-hunters 
perceiving his difafter, exclaimed, in the 
phrafc and accent of the chace. Stole away ! 
ftoleaway!" and, with hideous vociferation, 
joined in the fylvan chorus which the 
hunters hollow when the hounds are at 
fault. 

The difafter of Mr. Vanderpelft was foon 
repaired by the affiduity of his friends, who 
difengaged him from the barrel in a trice, 
holfted him on the Ihoulders of four ftrong 
weavers, and refenting the unmannerly ex- 
ultation of their antagonifts, began to form 

r them- 
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themfclves in order of battle. An obfti- 
nate fray would have undoubtedly enfued, 
had not their mutual indignation given 
way to their curiofity, at the motion of our 
knight, who had advanced into the middle 
between the two -fronts, and waving his 
hand, as a fignal for them to give atten- 
tion, addreffed himfelf to them with grace- 
ful demeanor, in thefe words : ^^ Country- 
men, friends, and fellow-citizens, you are 
this day affembled to determine a point of 
the utmoft confequence to yourfelves and 
your pofterity ; a point that ought to be de- 
termined by far other weapons than brutal 
force and factious clamour. You, the 
freemen of England, are the bafis of that 
excellent conftitution which hath long flou- 
rilhed the objeft of envy and admiration. 
To you belongs the ineftimable privilege 
of choofing a delegate properly qualified to 
reprefent you in parliam.ent. This is your 
birth-right, inherited from your anceftors, 
obtained by their courage, and fealed with 
their blood. It is not only your birth- 
right 
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riglit, which 70a (hould maintain in de- 
fiance of ail danger, but alfo a facred trufl^ 
to be ex:ecuted widi die mod fcrupulous 
can: and fideliliy. . The perfon whom you 
tfuft ought not ohl]? to be endued with the 
Hioft inflexible integrity, but l&6iiM like- 
wife pofleis a fund of knowledge; that may 
fcnable him to aft as a part of the legifla- 
turc. He muft be well acquainted with 
die hiftory, the conftitution, and the laws 
of his country: he muft underhand the 
forms of bufmefs, the extent of the royal 
prerogative, the privilege of parliament, 
the detail of government, the nature and 
regulation of the finances, the different 
branches of commerce, the politics that 
prevail, and the connexions that fubfift 
among the different powers bf'Europe: for, 
on .all thefe fubjeifts, the deliberations of a 
houfe of commons occafionally turn : but 
th^fe great purpofes will never be anfwered 
by eledting an illiterate favage, fcarce qua- 
lified, in point of underftanding, to ad as 
a country juftice of the peace, a man wlio 
Vol. L K ha« 
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has never traveUcd beyond the excurlion of 
a fox-chafe, whofc convcrfation never ram- 
bles farther than liable, his kennel, and his 
barn-yard j who rejedb decorum as dege- 
neracy, miftakes rufticity for independence, 
afcertains his courage by leaping over gates 
and ditches, and founds his triumph on 
feats of drinking ; who holds his eftate by 
a fadious tenure, profefles himfclf the 
blind flave of a party, without knowing 
the principles that gave it birth, or the mo- 
tives by which it is adtuated, and thinks 
that all patriotifm confifts in railing indif- 
criminately at minifters, and obftinatcly 
oppofing every meafure of the adminifta- 
tion. Such a man, with no evil intentions 
of his own, might be ufed as a dangerous 
tool in the hands of defperate faftion, by 
fcattering the feeds of difaffeftion, cmbar- 
rafling the wheels of government, and re- 
ducing the whole kingdom to anarchy/' 

Here the knight was interrupted by the 
fliouts and acclamations of the Vanderpel- 
fites, who cried aloud, " Hear him ! hear 

him! 



k 
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him ! long, life to the iron-cafed orator.'* 
This clamour fubfiding, he profecuted hif 
harangue to the following effeft : 

" Such a man as I have defcribed may 
be dangerous from ignorance, but is nei- . 
ther fo mifchievous nor fo deteftable as the 
wretch who knowingly betrays his truft, an4 
fues to be the hireling and proftitute of a 
weak and worthlefs minifter; a fordid 
knave, without honour or principle, who 
belongs to no family whofe example can re- 
proach him with degeneracy j who has no 
country to command his refped, no friends 
to engage his afFeilion, no religion to re-» 
gulate his morals, no confcience to reftrain 
his iniquity, and who worfhips no God but' 
Mammon. An infmuating mifcreant> who. 
undertakes for thedirtieft work of the vileft 
adminiftration ; who praftices national ufu-. 
ry, receiving by wholefale the rewards of 
venality, and diftributing the wages of cor- 
ruption by retail." 

In this place our adventurer's Ipcech wasf 

' dtowned in the acclamations of the fox- 

<- ' K 1 hun-» 
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liunters, who now triumphed in their turn, 
and hoickfed the fpeaker, exclaiming, 
'' Well opened, Jowler--— .to 'un, to 'un 
again, Sweetlips ! -hey, Merry, White- 
foot !" After a ihort interruption, he thus 
refumed his difcourfe : 

" When fuch a caitif prefents himfelf to 
you, like the devil, with a temptation in 
his hmiy avoid him as if he were in fadl the 
devil — it is not the offering of difinterefted 
lovci for what Ihould induce him, who 
ha* no affeftions, to love you, to whofe 
per£bns he is an utter ftranger ? alas ! it is 
not a benevolence, bufra bribe. He wants 
to buy you at one market, that he may. fell 
you at another. Without doubt his inten*. 
tion is to make an advantage of his pur* 
chafe i and this aim he cannpt accomplifh, 
but by facrificing, in fome fort, your inter- 
eft, your independency, to the wicked de- 
figns of a minifter, a^ he can expeft no 
gratification for the faithful difcharge of his 
4uty. But, even if he fliould not find an 

ogpprtmury of feUipg yQw .tQ.^dv^ntfie^ . ti^ 

crime. 
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crime, the Ihame, the infamy, will ftill be 
the fame in you, who, bafcr than the mofl 
abandoned proftitutes, have fold yourfelves 
and your pofterity for hire— for a paultry 
price, to be refunded with intereft by fome 
minifter, who will indemnify himfelf out 
of your own pockets : for, after all, you 
are bought and fold with your own money 
— the miferable pittance you may now re- 
ceive, is no more than a pitcher full of wa- 
ter thrown in to moiften the fucker of 
that pump which will drain you to the bot- 
tom. Let me therefore advife and exhort 
you, my countrymen, to avoid the oppo- 
JUe extremes of the ignorant clown and the 
defigning courtier, and choofe a man of 
honefty, intelligeiKre, and moderation, who 
will—" 

The doftrine of moderation was a very 
unpopular fubjeft in fuch an aflemblyi 
and, accordingly, they rejefted it as on^ 
man. They begati to think the ftranger 
wanted to fet up for himfelf, a fuppofition 
that could not fail to inccnfe both fides 

K 3 equal- 
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equally, as they were both zealoufly en- 
gaged in their refpeftive caufes. The 
Whigs and the Tories joined againft this 
intruder, who being neither, was treated 
' like a monftcr, or chimaera in politics. 
They hiffed, they hooted, and tliey hol- 
lowed ; they annoyed him with mifliles of 
dirt, fticks, and (tones ; they curfed, they 
threatened, and reviled, till at length his 
patience was exhaufted. 

^^ Ungrateful and abandoned nnifcreants ! 
(he cried) I Ipoke to you as men and chrif- 
tians, as free-born Britons and fellow-citi- 
zens : but I perceive you are a pack of ve- 
nal, infanK)us fcoundrels, and I will treat 
you accordingly." So faying, he bran- 
difhed his lance, and riding into the thick« 
eft of the concourfe, laid about him '^ith 
foch dexterity and efFeft, that the mulri- 
' tude was immediately dilperfed, and he re- 
tired without further moleftation. 

The fame good fortune did not attend 
fquire Crablhaw in his retreat. The ludi- 
crous fingularity of his features, and the 

half- 
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half-mown crop of hair that briftled from 
one fide of his countenance, invited fome 
wags to make merry, at his expence : one 
of them clapped a furze-bulh under the 
tail of Gilbert, who, feeling himfelf thus 
Stimulated a pqfterioriy kicked and plunged 
and capered in fuch a manner, that Timo- 
thy could hardly keep tlie faddle. In this 
commotion he loft his cap and his periwig, 
while the rabble pelted him in fuch a man- 
ner, that, before he could join his niafter, 
he looked like a pillar, or rather a pillory, 
of mud. 



CHAP. X. 

fVhlcb Jheweth that he who plays at lowlsy will 
fometimes^eet with rubbers. 

1 R Launcelot, boiling with indignation 
at the venality and fadtion of the elec- 
tors, whom he had harangued to fo little 
purpofe, retired with the moft deliberate 
difdain towards one of the gates of the 
town, on the outfide of which his curiofity 

K 4 was 



4 



200 THE ADVENTURES or 

was attra£kcd by a concourfe of people, in 
the midft of whom flood Mr. Ferrety 
mounted upon a ftoolj with a land of iatchel 
hanging round his neck, and a vial dif-* 
played in his right hand, while he held 
forth to the audience in a very vehement 
ftrain of elocution. 

Crabfliaw thought himfelf happily de- 
livered, when he reached the fuburbs, and 
proceeded without halting ; but his mailer 
mingled with the crowd, and heard the ora* 
tor exprefs himfelf to this effe6l : " Very 
likely, you may undervalue me and my 
medicine, becaufc I don't appear upon a 
ftage of rotten boards, in a fhabby velvet 
coat and tye-periwig, with a fbolilh fellow 
in motley, to make you laugh by miking 
wiy faces : but I fcorn to^fe thefe dirty arts 
for engaging your attention. Thefe paul- 
try tricks, ad captandum vul^us, can have no 
effedt but on ideots, and if you are ideots I 
don't defire you fhould be my cuflomers. 
Take notice, I don't addrefs you in the ftile 
of a mountebank, or a highGermandodor^ 

and 
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and yet the kingdom is full of mounte^ 
banks^ empirics, and quacks. We have 
quacks in religion, quacks in phyfic, 
quacks in law, quacks in politics, quacks 
in patriotifm, quacks in government;, 
high German quacks that have bliftercd,, 
fweated, bled, and purged the nation into 
an atrophy. But this is ilot all : they have 
not only evacuated her into a confump- 
tion, but they have intojticated her brain,, 
until fhc is become delirious : fhe can no 
longer puriue her own intereft 5 or, indeed^, 
rightly diftinguifh it : like the people of 
Nineveh, fhe can hardly tell her right: 
hand from her left ; but, as a changelings 
is dazzled and delighted by an ignis fatnuf,, 
a Will o' the Wi^,^ an. e^thalation from? 
the vileft materiife in nature^, that leads hct 
aibay through Wcftphalian bogs and de- 
fcrts,, and will one day break, her iieck: 

over fome barren rocks,, or leave her 
fticking in fome H ' " ■ -n pit or quagmire.. 
For my part,, if? you have a mind to betray* 
jour, country,, I have no? objieftram' Ih) 

IC jLi fdJingj; 
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icUing yourfelves and your fellow-citizens, 
you only difpofe of a pack of rafcals who 
defer ve to be fold — If you fell one another, 
why ihould not I fell this here EUxir of 
Long Life, which if properly ufed, will 
protraft your days till you (hall have feen 
your country ruined ? I ftiall not pretend 
to difturb your underftandings, which are 
none of the ftrongeft, with a hotch-potch 
of unintelligible terms, fuch as Ariftotle's 
four principles of generation, unformed 
matter, privation, efficient and final caufes. 
Ariilotle was a pedantic blockhead, and 
ftill more knave than fool. The fame 
cenfure we may fafely put on that wife-acre 
Diofcorides, with his faculties of fimples, 
his feminal, Ipecific, and principal virtues i 
and that crazy commentator Galen, with 
his (our elements, elementary qualities, his 
eight complexions, his harmonies, and 
difcords. Nor fhall i expatiate on the 
alkaheft of that mad fcroundel Paracelfus, 
with which he pretended to reduce flints 
into falti nor the archaus or /pirkus reSfor 

of 
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of that vifionary Van Helmont, his limple, 
elementary water, his gas, fernients, and 
tranfhiutations ; nor fhall I enlarge upon 
the fait, fulphur, and oil, the acidum vagum^ 
the nmercury of metals, and the volatilized 
vitriol of other modern chymifts, a pack 
of ignorant, conceited, knavilh rafcals, 
thatpuzile your weak Keadi with luch jar- 
gon, juft as a Germanized m — r throws 
duft in your eyes, by lugging in and ring- 
ing the changes on the balance of power, 
-the proteftant religion, and your allies on 
the continent ; adting like the juggler, who 
picks your pocket while he dazzles your 
eyes and amufes your fancy with twirling 
:his fingers, and reciting the gibberifh of 
' hoctti pocus y for, in fa£t, the balance of 
jpower is a m^re chimera; as for the pro- 
teftant religion, nobody gives himielf any 
trouble about it j and allies on the conti- 
nent we have none ; or at leaft, none that 
would, raife an hundred men to faye us 
from perditioii, unlefs we paid an extrava- 
gant .price for their afliftance* But, to 

K 6 return 
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return to this here Elixir of Losig^ Life, J 
might embeUiib it with a grf at many highr 
founding epithets ; but I (^ii^ain tQ follow 
the example of every illiterate vagabond^ 
that from idlene& turns qtiack, and adver- 
tifes his noftrum m the pi4blic p{ipers[. J 
am neither a felonioua dry-{a|ter r^turnia^ 
fi-om exiky an hoi^tsU ftump*Uin)^ri^ a de? 
cayed ftay-makerj^ a hankrupc-printei:^ or 
infolvent debtor^ releafed by a£fc of parHar 
ment. I did not pretend to adminifter 
medicines, without the leaft tiniEttqre of 

letters, or Cuborii wretches tq perjure thetxv- 
felves in falfe affidavits of cures that were 
aever per&rmed ; nor employ a. fct of kd^ 
captains to harangue ia my praifb, at aU" 
public places. I was bred regularly t0 the 
profeffion of chymiftry,. and have .tried all 
the proceiles €>£ akhemy,. wd I may venr- 
tere to iay> that this here BUxir is.,, in 
fsL&y the cbrufeon fefuromenonikpurifSy the 
Tifible,, glorious,, IpirituaV body,. fironi» 
whence all other beings derive tbew exift-^ 
dcei as proceeding frpm their father th^ 

fun,. 

1} 
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{un^ and their mother the moon ; froixi the 
fun, as from a living and Ipiritual gold, 
which is rpere fire ; confequently, the 
common and univerfal firft created mover, 
from whence all moveabk things have 
their diftinft an4 particular motions ; and 
glib from the moon, as. from the wife of 
the fun, Jupd the common mover of all fi|b- 
lunary things : and for as much a3 man is, 
and mu^ be the con^rehenfive end of all 
creatures, and the microcofirij h^iscounr 
&lled in the Revelations to buy gold tlut |s 
thoroughly fired, or rather pure fire, th^t 
he may become rich and like the fun; as, 
on the contrary, he becomes poor^ wheo^ 
he abuies the arfenical poifbn; fo that his 
&y€Tj^ by the fire, muft be^calcaned to ar 
^ir/ mortuumj which happens, when he 
will hold and retain the menftruum out 
of which he pardy exifts^ for bis own pro- 
perty,, and doth not daily offer up the famer 
m the Qr.e of the fun> th^t the woman may 
fa^ clpa,thed: with the fun^^ and becomera. 

im^, and. therfrby r\^ over the moon i that: 

• 



ao6. THE ADVENTURES OF 

is to fay, that he may get the moon under 
his feet. — ^Now this here Elixir, fold for no 
more than fix-pence a vial, contains the 
cffence of the alkaheft, the archaeus, the 
catholicon, the menftruum, the fun, 
moon, and to fum up all in one word, is 
the true, genuine, unadulterated, unchange- 
able, immaculate and Ipecific chrufgon pe- 
puromenon ekpuros.** 

The audience were varioufly affefted by 
this learned oration : fome, of thofe who 
favoured the pretenfions of the whig candi- 
date, were of opinion that he ought to be 
puniftied for his prefumption in reflefting 
fo fcurriloufly on minifters and meafures. 
Of this fentiment was our • adventurer, 
thou^ he could riot help admiring the cou- 
rage of the orator, and owning within him- 
felf^ that he had mixed fome melancholy 
truths with his fcurrility. Mr. Ferret 
would not have flood fo long in his roftrum 
unmolefted, had not he cunningly chofen 
his ftation immediately without, the jurif- 
diftion of the town, whofc- magiftrates 

therefore 
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therefore could not take cognizance of his 
conduft J but application was made to the 
conftable of the other parifh, while our 
noftrum- monger proceeded in his Ipeech, 
the concluGon of. which produced fuch an 
cffeft upon his hearers, that his whole cargo 
was immediately exhaufted. He had juft 
ftepped down from his ftool, when the 
conftable, with his ftafF, arrived, and took 
him under his guidance. Mr. Ferret, on 
this occafion, attempted to intereft the 
people in his behalf^ by exhorting them to 
vindicate the liberty of the lubjeft, againft: 
foch an a6l of oppreffion ; but finding them 
deaf to the tropes and figures of his elocu- 
tion, he addrefled himfelf to our knight, 
reminding him of his duty to proteft the 
helplefs and the injured, and earneftly foli- 
citing his interpofition. 

Sir Launcelot, without making the leaft 
reply to his entreaties, refolved to fee the 
end of this adventure j and being jomed by 
his fquire, foUowed the prifoner at a dif- 
tance, mcaluring back the ground he had 

travelled 
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travelled the day before, until he reached 
another finall borough, where Ferret was 
houled in the common prifom While he 
iat a-horfeback, deliberating on the next 
ftep he fhould take, he was accofted by the 
voice of Tom Clarke, who called in a 
whimpering tone, through a window grat^. 
cd with iron^ " For the love of G od ! Sir 
Launcelot, do, dear Sir, be fo good as to 
take the trouble to alight and corpe up* 
ftairs — I have fomethihg to communicate: 
of confequence to the community in gene- 
ra!, and you in particular— Pray, do^, dear 
Sir Knight. I beg a boon in the name 
of St. Michael and St. George for Eng;- 
land.. 

Our adventturerj, not a little furprized at: 
diis addrels, difmounted without hefitattQn>* 
and being admitted to the common jai!,. 
there found not. only his old friend Torn,, 
but alfo the uncle, fitting on a bench with. 
a woollen night-cap on his head> and a pair 
©f fpeftacles on his nofc^ reading very ear- 
ncftly ia a. hook>, which he. afterwards un^ 

derftoodi 
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derftood was inritidedtlie, " The Life and 
Adventures of Valentine and Orfon." 
The captain no fooner faw his great pat- 
^ tern «nter, than he rofe and received him 
with the ialutation o( " Wh^t cheer, bro- 
ther?" and befone the knight coiild an- 
fwer, added, thefe wprds : " You fee how 

'K - 

the land lies — ^here have Tom and J been 
faft a-£hQ»thefe four and twenty hours ; 
and this berth we have got by attempting 
to tow your galley, brother, from the 
cnenr^'s harbour. Adds bobs ! if we had 
tWs here fellow whorefon for a cfonfort, 
with all our tackle in order, brother, we'd 
foon (hew 'em the topfeilj flip our cable,. 
and (town with their basTticftdoes. . But, 
bowfofmerer, it don't figni^ talking— pati- 
ence is a good ftream-ahehor, and will 
hold, as th^ faying is^— but, damn my — as 
for the matter o( my bolt(prit.— Hearkye, 
hearkye, brother, damn'd liard to engage 
with three at a time, one ojpon my bow, 
Qm upon my quarter, and otie right a* 
head^ rubbing, and drubbing, lying a- 

thwart 
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thwart hawfe, raking fore and aft, batter- 
ing and grappling) and lafhir^ and clafh- 
ing— adds heart, brother -, crafh went the 
boltlprit — down came the round, top— <ip 
with the dead lights — I faw nothing but 
the ftars at noon, loft the helm of my feven 
fenfes, and down I broached upon my 
broadfide/'— 

As Mr. Clarke righdy .conceived that 
his uncle would need an interpreter, he 
began to explain thefe hints by giving a 
circumftantial detail of his own and the 
captain's difafter. He told Sir Launcelot, 
that notwithftanding all his perftiafion and 
remonftrances, captain Crowe infifted 
upon appearing in the charafter of a knight- 
errant; and with that view had fet out 
from the public-houfe on the morning that 
fticceeded his vigil in the church : that upon 
the highway they had met with a coach, 
containing two ladies, one of whom feem- 
ed to be under great agitation j for, as they 
paffed, Ihe ftruggled with the other, thruft 
out her head at the window, and faid fbme- 

thing;^ 
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thing which he could not diftinftly hear f 
that captain Crowe was ftruck with adniira- 
tion of her unequalled beauty; and he, 
(Tom) no fooner informed him who ftie 
was, than he refolved to fet her at liberty, 
on the fuppofition that (he was under re- 
ftraint and in diftrefs : that he accordingly 
unftieathed his cutlafs, and riding back 
after the coach, commanded the driver to 
bring to, on pain of death : that one of the 
fervarits believing the captain to bean high- 
wayman, prefented a blunderbufs, and in 
all probability would have ftiot him on the 
Ipot, had not he (the nephew) rode up and 
aflured them the gentleman was non compos : 
that notwithftanding his intimation, ail the 
three attacked him with the butt ends of 
their horfe-whips, while the coach drove 
on, and although he laid about him with 
great fury, at laft brought him to the 
ground by a ftroke on the temple : that 
Mr. Clarke himfelf then interpofed in de- 
fence of his kinfman, and was alfo feverely 
beaten : that two of the fervants, upon 

application; 
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appbcation to a juftice of the peace, refid- 
ing near the field of battle, had granted a 
warrant againft the captain and his nephew, 
and without examination, committed them 
as idle v^rants, after having leized their 
horfes and their money, on pretence of 
their being lufpedbed for highwaymen. 
** But, as there was lio juft caufe of llifpi- 
cion, (added he) I am of opinion, the 
juftice is guilty of a trelpafs, and may be 
fued for falfum imprifanamentumy and con- 
fiderable damages obtained ; for you will 
pleaie to obferve. Sir, no juftice has a 
right to commit any perfbn 'till after due 
examination ; befides, we were not com^ 
mitted (or an aflault and battery, a$i£fa 
querela^ nor as wandering lunatics by the 
itatute, who, to be lure, may be appre- 
hended by a juftice's warrant, and locked 
up and chained, if neceffary, or to be fent 
to their laft legal fettlement : but we were 
committed as vagrants and fufpedted high- 
waymen. Now we do not fall under the 
defcripdon of vagrants i nor did any cir- 

cum- 
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cumftance appear tQ fupport the fufincion 
of robbery; for to conftitute robbery, 
there muft be fomething taken ; but here 
nothing was taken but blows, and they 
were upon compulfion : even an attenipt * 
to rob, without any taking, is not felony, 
but a mifiiemeanor. To be fure there . is 
a taking in deed, and a taking in law : but 
fliU the robber mull: be in poi&ffion of a 
thing ftolen*; and we attempted to ileal 

ourfelves away My uncle indeed would 

have releafed the young lady vi et armis, 

had his ftrength been equal to his inclina- 
tion i and an fo doing, I would have will- 
ingly lent my afliftance, both from a defire 
to ferve fuch a beautiful young creature, 
and alfo in regard to your honour, for I 
thought I heard her call upon your 



name"- 



" Ha ! how ! what ! whofe name ? fay, 
fpeak—— heaven and earth !" (cried the 
Knight, with marks of the moft violent 
emotion.) Clarke terrified at his looks. 
Implied, " I beg your pardon a thoufand 

times i 
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times i I did not fay pofirively Ihe did 
Ipeak thofe words : but I apprehended Ihe 
did ipeak them. Words, which may be 
taken or interpreted by law in general, or 
common fenfe, ought not to receive a 
{trained, or unufual conftruftion s and 
ambiguous words" — — " Speak, or be 
dumb for ever ! (exclaimed Sir Launcelot 
in a terrific tone, laying his hand on his 
fword) what young lady, ha !_ What name 
<iid (he call upon ?" Clarke falling on his 
knees, aufwered, not without ftammering, 
*' Mifs Aurelia Darnel ; to the beft of my 
recolledtion, fhe called upon Sir Launcelot 
Greaves." "'Sacred powers ! (cried our 
adventurer) which way did the carriage 
proceed ?" 

When Tom told him that the coach 
quitted the poft-road, and (truck away to 
the right at full fpeed. Sir Launcelot was 
feized with a penfive fit 5 his head funk 
upon his breaft, and he mufed in filence for 
feveral minutes, with the moft melanchol- 
ly exprcffion on his countenance : then re- 

coUedl- 
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coUefting Himfelfi he affumeda more com- 
pofed and chearful air, and afked feveral 
queftions with relpedt to the arms on the 
coach, and the liveries worn by the fer- 
vants. It was in the courfe of thisinter-* 
rogation, that he difcovered he had aftually 
converfed with one of the footmen, who 
had brought back Crabfhaw*s horfe: a cir- 
ciimftahce that filled him with anxiety and 
chagrin, as he had omitted to inquire the 
iiame of his mafter, and the place to which 
the coach was travelling i though, in all 
probability, had he made thefe inquiries, 
he would have received very little fatisfac- 
tion, there being reafon to think the feN 
vants were enjoined fecrecy. The knight, 
in order to meditate on this unexpedted 
adventure, fat down by his old friend, and 
entered into a reverie, which lafted about 
a quarter of an hour, and might have conr 
tinued longer, hkd it not been interrupted 
by the voice of Crabfhaw, who bawled 
aloud, " Look to it, my matters — as you 
brew you muft drink — ^this fhall be a dear 

8 day's 
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day's work to fomc of you, for my part 
I fay nothing— —the braying afe. eats a 
little grals— one; barber Ihaves not fo clofe 
but anodier finds a few ftubble — you 
wanted to catch a capon, and youVe fljole 
a cat. He that takes up his bd^gs in a 
ftable^ muft be contented to lie upon 
litter. — *' 

The knight, defirous of knowing the 
caufc that prompted Timothy to apotheg-^ 
matize in this manner, looked through the 
grate, and perceived the fquire fairly fet in 
the ftocks, furrounded by a mob of people. 
Wken he called to him, and afked the 
reafon of this difgraceful reftraint, Crab- 
Ihaw' replied, " There's no cake, but 
there^s another of the fame make — who 
never climbed never fell — after clouds 
comes clear weather. 'Tis all long of 
your honour I've met with this prefer- 
ment : no defervings of my own, but the 
intcreft of my matter. Sir knight, if you 
will flay the juftice, hang the conftable, 
releafe your fquirc, and burn the town, 

. your 
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your name will be femous in ftory : but, if 
you are content, I am thankfuL Two 
hours are foon (pent in luch good compa- 
ny i in the mean time look to'un jailor, 
there's a frog in the ftocks/' 

Sir Launcelot, incenfed at this affront 
offered to his fervant, advanced to the pri« 
Ion door, but found it fail: locked, and 
when he called to the turnkey, he was 
given to underlland that he himfelf was 
prifoner. Enraged at this intimation, he 
demanded at whole fuit ; and was anfwer- 
ed through the wicket, " At the fuit of 
the king, in whofe name I will hold you 
faft, with God's affiftance/' 

Tlie knight's looks now began to light- 
en, he rolled hb eyes around, and fnatch* 
ing up an oaken bench, which three ordi^ 
nary men could fcarce have lifced from die 
ground, he, in all likelihood, would hav? 
fhattered the door in pieccfs, had not he 
been reftrained by the interpofition of Mr, 
Clarke, who intreatcd him to have a little 
patience, affuring him he would fuggeft a 

Vol,, I. L plan 
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plan that would avenge him amply on the 
juftice, without any breach of the peace* 
'* I (ay the juftice (added Tom) becauie 
it muft be his doing.— He is a litdc petu* 
lant fort of a fellow, ignorant of the law, 
guilty of numberlefs irregularities ; and, if 
properly managed, may for this here aft 
of arbitrary power, be not only caft in a 
fwinging fum, but even . turned out of the 
(DommiflTion with difgrace.— ** 

This was a very feafonable hint, in con^ 
fequence of which the bench was foftly re- 
placed, and captain Crowe depofited the 
poker, with which he had armed himfelf^ 
to fecond the efforts of Sir Launpd'ot. 
They now, for the firft time, perceived 
that Ferret had difappcared ; and, upon 
inquiry, found that he was in faft the occa- 
fion of tlie knight's detention and the 
fquire's difgrace, . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Defcr'iptlon of a modern Magiftrate. 

» 

•BEFORE the knight would take any refo- 
lution for extricating himfclf from his 
prefent embarraffmcnt, he defired to be 
better acquainted with the charafter and 
circumftances of the juftice by whom he 
had been confined, and likewife to under- 
hand the meaning of his own detention. 
To be informed in this laft particular, he 
renewed his dialogue with the turnkey, 
-who told him, through the grate, that . 
Ferret no fooner perceived him in th^ 
jail, without his ofFenfive arms, which he 
had left below, than he defired to be car- 
ried before the juftice, where he had given 
information againft the knight, as a violator 
of the public peace, who ftroUed about the 
country with unlawful arms, rendering the 
highways unfafe, encroaching upon the 
. freedom of ele6tions, putting his majef- 

I- 2 ty*3 
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tty*s liege fubjefts in fear of their lives, an^ 
in all probability, harbouring more dan- 
• gerous defigns under an afFeibed cloak of 
.lunacy. Ferret, upon this information, 
had been releafed, and entertained as an 
evidence for the king; and CrabftiaW was 
put. in the ftocks, as an idle ftroUer. 

3ir Launcelot, being fatisfied in thefe 
particulars, addrefled himfelf to his fellow 
prifoners, and begged they would commu- 
nicate what they knew rcfpedting the 
worthy magiftrate, who had been fo prc- 
.maturc in the execution of his ofiice. 
This requeft was no fooner fignificd than 
a crew of naked wretches crowded around 
him, and, like a congregation of rooks, 
.opened their throats all at once, in accufa- 
tioh of juftice CJobble. The knight was 
moved at this iccne^ which he could not 
help comparing, in his own miod, to what 
would appear upon 4 miich more .awful 
-occafion, when the cries of the widow 
and the orphan, the injured and opprefled, 
iivoulcl be urteicd a: the tribunal of an 

unerring 
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unerring Judge againft' the villainous and 
infolent authors of their calamity. 

When he had, with fome difficulty,- 
quieted their clamours, and'c<mfined his 
interrogation to one perlbn of a tolerably 
decent appearance^ he learned that juftie'e 
Gobble, whofe father was a ' taylor, liad* 
for fome time ferved as a journeyman ho- 
fier in London, where he Had picked up 
feme law-terms, by converfing with 
hackney- writers and attorneys clci ks of the 
lowed order; that, upon the death of his 
n^aftec, .he had infinuated himfelf into the 
good graces of the widow, who took him 
for her hufband, fo that he became a per- 
fon of fome confideration, and faved mo-- 
ney apace j that his pride, increafing witiv 
bis fubftance, was reinforced by the vanity 
of his wife, who perfuaded him to retire 
fbora bufinefs, that they might live gen- 
teelly in the country ; that his father dying,, 
and leaving a couple of houfes in thi& town, 
Mr. Gobble had come down with ilia 
lady to take pofleflion, and liked the 

L 3 place 
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place fo well as to make a more confider- 
able piirchafe in the neighbourhood; that 
a certain peer being indebted to him in 
the large way of his buiineis, and either 
unwilling or unable to pay the money, had 
compounded the debt, by inferting his 
name in the commiffion ; fince which 
period his own infolence, and his wife*s 
oftentation. had exceeded all bounds: 
that, in the exertion of Jiis audiority, he 
had committed a tiioufand a6ts of cruelty 
and injufiice againft die poorer ibrt of peo* 
pie, who were unable to call him to a pro- 
per account: that his wife domineered 
widi a more ridiculous though leis perni- 
cious ufurpation, among the females of 
tjie pl^ce: that, in a word, ftie was tte 
Ibbjeit of continual mirth, and he the ob* 
jeft of- tmiverfal deteftation. Our adven- 
turer, though extremely well dilpofed to 
believe what was faid to the prejudice of 
Gobble, would not give entire credit to 
chS jjkfcription, without firft inquiring 
int6 3w5 particulars of hi$ conduft. He 

therefore 
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therefore afked the fpeakcr, what was the 
caufe of his parrioubr^ compliant^ ^ For 
ijf^ own part. Sir, (faid he) I lived iiii re-i 
pute>^ and kept a^fhop ia this 4ierc town,^ 
well fiirnifhed with a%,grcat variety of ar-^ 
ficles. AH the people in: .the place were 
my cuftomers ; bwt what I andmaay others 
chiefly depended upon, was the extraordi-^ 
nary fale at two annual cuftomary fairs, to 
which all the country people in die neigh-* 
liK>whood refoited to ky out their moneyJ 
I had employed aii my flock, and even 
engaged my credit to procure a large aflbrt- 
ment of goods for the Lammas-market t 
but having given my vote, in die ekftion 
cf a veftry-clerk, contrary to the intereft 
e{ juftice Gobble, he refblved to work 
my ruin. He fuppreffed the annual fairs, 
by which a great many people, efpecially 
publicans, earned the beft part of their 
fubfiftence. The country people reforte4 
to another town. I waa,overfl:ocked with 
a load of perifhable commodides; and 
found myfelf deprived of tb^ beft part of 

L4 my 
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my home cuftomers by the ill-nature and 
revenge of the juftice, who employed aP 
his influence among the common people^ 
making ufe of threats and promiles> to 
make them dcfert my fliop, and give their 
cuftom to another perfon> whom he fettled 
in the fame bufihefi under my nofe. 
Being thus difabied from makmg punctual 
payments^ my comouxlities ^pcdling^ and 
my wife breaking her heart, I grew neg- 
ligent and careiefs> took to drinking, . and 
my afiairs went to wrecjk* Being one day 
in liquor, and provoked by the fleers and 
taunts of the man who had fet up againfl 
me, I ftruck him at his own door ; upon 
which I was carried before the juftice, who 
treated me with fuch infolence, that I be- 
came defperate, and not only abufed him 
in the execution of his office, but alio 
made an attempt to lay violent hands upon 
his perfon. You know. Sir, when a 
man is both drunk and defperate, he can- 
not be fuppolcd to have any command of 
himfclf. I was fcnt hither to jail., My 

creditors 
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Giteditors immediately ieized my efiefb^ 
andj as they were not fufficienc to difcharge 
my debts, a ftatute of bankruptcy wai • 
taken out againil me : fo that here I muft 
lie, until they think proper to figh my 
certificate, or die parliament fhall . pleafe 
to pafs an a£k for -the|;i^ef of infolvent 
debtors." 

The next perfon who prefented himfelf 
iathe croud of accufers was a meagre fi- 
gure, with ^ green apron, who told th* 
knight that he had kept a public houfe in ^ 
town for a dozen yearrs, and enjoyed a 

good trade, which was in a great meaiure 
owing to a fkitde-ground, in which tht 
bcft people of the place diverted themt 
fdves occafionally: that juftice Gobble, 
being difobliged at his refufing to part with 
a gelding which he had bred -for his own 
ufc. firft of all fhut up the fkittle-ground ; . 
but finding the publican Aill kept his 
houfe open, he took care that he Ihould be 
deprived of his licence, on pretence that 
the number of ale-houfes was too great, 

L 5 and . 
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^nd tliat tUs man had been bred to another 
emplcyment. The poor piiblican^ beiilg 
thus deprived of his bi^ead, was obliged to 
try the ftay-making bufmefs, to which he 
had ferved an a^renticelhip : but being 
vtry ill-qualified for this profeffion, he 
foon fell to decay^ and contraded debts» 
in confequence of which he was now in 
prifoh, where he Tiad no other fupport but ' 
what arofe fix)m the labour of his wife, who 
had Qont to fervice. 

The next prifonet who preferred his com- 
|>Uint againll the unrighteous judge wa!s a 
poacher, at whofe praftifes juftice Gobble 
had for fome years connived, fo as even td 
fcreen him frompunifhmeht,in confideration 
of being fupplied with game gratis, till at 
lei^gth helfras difappointed by accident. His 
lady had invited guefts to an entertainment; 
^nd be^oke a hare, which the poacher un- 
^dertook to furnifh. He laid his fiiares ac- 
cordingly overnight i but they were dif- 
covered, and taken away by the game- 
keeper of the jgentleman to whom the 

ground 
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ground belonged. All the excufes the 
poacher could make proved ineffedtual in 
appeafingthe refentment of thejufticc ahd 
his wife, at being thus difconcerted. Mea-) 
fures were taken todetcft the delinquent in 
the exercife of his illicit occupation: he 
was committed to fafe cuftody: and his 
wife, with five bantlings, waspafled to her' 
hufband's fettlemcnt in a different part of 
die country. 

A ftout fquat fellow, rattling with chains^ 
had juft taken up the ball of accufation, i 
when Sir Launcelot was ftarded with the 
appearance of a woman, whofe looks and* 
^uipage indicated the moft piceous difl:refs.J 
She fcemed to be turned of the middle? 
age, was of a lofty carriage, ^ tail, thin^ 
weather-beaten, dnd wretchedly attired: 
her -^ eyes were inflamed with weeping, and 
her looks diljplayed that wildnefs and pecu- 
liarity which denote diftraiStion- Advancr ; 
ing to Sir L.auncelot, fhe fell upon her- 
kneeSj and clafping her hands toge^er^. 

JL 6 uttered 
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uttered the following riiapibdy m the roofi 
vehement tone of affliction : 

^< Thrice potent, genercnis, and auguft 
emperor^ here let my knees cleave to the 
eardi, until thou (halt do me juftice on that 
inhuman caitiff Gobble. Let him dif* 
goige my fubftance which he hath devour- 
ed: let him reitore to my widowed arms 
my child, my boy, the delight rf my eyes, 
the prop of my life, the ftaff of my fufte- 
oance, whom he hath torn from my em- 
brace, ftolen, betrayed, fent into capti-r 
vity, and niuidered ! — Behold thefe bleed* 
ing wounds upon his lovely bread P fee 
how they mangle his lifelefs corfe ! Hor- 
ror! give me my cluld, barbarians! his 
head fhall lie upon his Suky*s bofom- 
Ihe will embalm him with her tears,— 
Ha! plunge him in the deep! Ihall my 
boy then float in a watery tomb !— Juftice, 
moft mighty emperor ! juftice upon the 
villain who hath ruined us all! — May hea- 
ven's dreadful vengeance overtake him ! 
may the keen ftorna of adverfity ftrip him 

of 
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of all his leaves and fruk ! may peace for- 
fake his mindj and reft be baniihed fron^^ 
his pillow^ ib that all his days ihall be 
filled with reproach and forrow ; and all ' 
his nights be haunted with horror and re- 
morfe ! may he be ftung by jealoufy with- 
out caufe, and maddened by revenge with- 
out the means of execution ! may all his. 
offspring be blighted and coniumed^ like, 
the mildewed ears of corn, except one that < 
ihall grow up to curfe his old age, and 
bring his hoary hea4 with forrow to the 
grave, as he himfelf has proved a curfe to 
me and mine T* 

The reft of the prifoners, perceiving 
the knight extremely Ihocked at her mi- 
fery and horrid imprecation, removed her 
by force from his prefence, and conveyed 
her to another room ; while our adventurer 
underwent a violent agitation, and could 
not for fome minutes compofe himfelf fo 
well as to inquire into the nature of this 
. wretched creature's calamity. The (hop- 
keeper, of whom he demanded this fatis- 

fadtion^ 
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£tdion, gave him to vndcHbuid that fhe 

was bom a gentlewoman, and had been 

well educated: that (he married a curate, 

who did not long furvive his nuptials ; and 

afterwards became the wife of one Oakley, 

a farmer, in opulent drcumftances : diat, 

after twenty years cohabitation with her 

hu/band, be fuftained fuch loiles by the 

diflemper among the catde, as he could 

tiot repair; and that this revcrfe of fortune 

was fuppofcd to have haftcned his death: 

that the widow, being a woman of Ipirit, 

xletermined to keep up and manage the 

farm, with the afliftance of an only fon, a 

very, promifing youth, who was already 

contracted in marriage with the daughter 

of another wealthy fanner. Thus the 

mother had a prolpe<5t of retrieving the 

affairs of her family, when all her hopes 

were dafhed and deftroyed by a ridiculous 

pique which Mrs. Gobble conceived againft 

the young farmer's Aveet-heart, Mrs* 

Sufan Sedgemoor. This young woman 

4chancing to be at a country -aflembly, 

where 
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where the grave-digger of the parifh afted 
as mafter of the ceremonies^ was called out 
to dance before Mifs Gobble, who hap-* 
pened to be there prefent alfo with her 
mother. The circumftance was conftrued 
into an unpardonable affront by the juftice'a 
lady, who abuied the diredor, in the moft 
opprobious terms, for his infolence and ill-* 
manners ; and, retiring in a ffcorm of pat 
fion, vowed revenge againft the faucy 
minx who had prefumcd to vie in gentility 
with Mils Gobble* The juftice entered 
into her refentment. The grave-digger 
idft his place; and Suky^s lover, young 
Oakly, was preffed for a foldier. Before 
Jiis mother could take any fteps for his dif* 
charge, he was hurried away to the Eaft- 
Indies, by the induflry and contrivance of 
the juftice. Poor Suky wept and pined 
until fhe fell into a confumption. The for- 
lorn widow, being thus deprived of her fon> 
was overwhelmed with grief to fuch a de- 
gree, that fhe could no longer manage her 
concerns. Every thing weni backwanJ* 

file 
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fhe ran in arrears with her landlord^ and 
the pro^ft t>f bankruptcy aggravated* her 
afflicQon> while it added to her incapacity. 
]n the midft of theie difailrous circum*.* 
ftances, news arrived that her fon Greaves 
had loft his life in a fea-engagement with 
the enemy, and thefe tidings almoft in- 
ftantly deprived her of her reaibn. Then 
the landord feized for his rent ; and fhe 
was arretted at the fuit of juftice Gobblej 
who had bought up one of her debts, in 
order to diftreis her, and now pretended 
that her madnefs was feigned. 

When the name of Greaves was men-* 
tioned, our adventurer ftartcd, and changed 
colour.; and, now the ftory was ended^ 
afked, . with marks of eager emotion, if the 
name of the woman's firfthufband was not 
Wilford. When the prifoner anlwered in 
the affirmative, he rofe up, and (hiking 
his breaft, " Good heaven ! (cried he) 
the very woman who watched over my in- 
fency, and even nourilhed me with her 
milk!-— She was my mother's humble 

friend J 
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friend. — ^Alas! poor Dorothy! how would 
your old miftrcfs grieve to fee her favourite 
in this miferable condition !" While he 
pronounced thefe words^ to the aftonifli- 
ment of the hearers, a tear ftole fbftly down 
each cheek. Then he defired to know if 
The poor lunatic had any intervals of reafon ; 
and was given to underftand, that (he was 
always quiet, and generally fuppofed to have 
the ufe of her {etiks, except when fhe was 
difturbed by fome extraordinary noife, or 
when any pcrfon touched upon her misfor- 
tune, or mentioned die name of her op- 
preflbr, in all of which cafes fhe ftarted out 
into extravagance and frenzy. They like- 
wife imputed great part of the difbrder to 
the want of quiet, proper food, and necef- 
laries, with which Ihe was but poorly fup- 
plied by the cold hand of chance-charity* 

Our adventurer was exceedingly afFefted 
by the diftrefs of this woman, whom he re- 
folved to relieve ; and in proportion as his 
commiferation was excited, his refentment 
rofe againfl: the mifcrcant, who ieemed to, 

have: 
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have infinuated himfelf into the commldion^ 
of the peace on purpofe to harafe anid qp^ 
prefs his fellow-creatures. Thus anima- 
ted, he entered into confultation, with Mr. 
Thomas Clarke concer^iing the fteps he 
Ihould take, firft for their deliv>erance, and 
then for profecuting and puniflxing the juf- 
tice. In refult of this conference, the 
knight called aloud for the jailor, and de- 
manded to fee a copy pf his. commitment^ 
that he might know the caufe of his im- 
prifonment, and offer bail ; or, in cafe that 
Ihould be refufed, move for a writ <rf Ha- 
beas Corpus. The jailor told him the 
copy of the writ fhouki be forthcoming ;; 
but after he had waited fome time,, and 
repeated the demand before witncflfes^ it. 
was not yet produced* Mr. Clarke then,, 
in a folemn tone, gave the jailor to un- 
derftand, that an officer, refofing to de- 
liver a true copy of the commitment-war- 
rant, was liable to the forfeiture of one 
hundred pounds for the firft ofience ; and 
for the fecond to a forfeiture of twice that 

{um. 
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fum, bcfides being difabled from executing 
his office. 

. Indeed, it was no cafy matter to comply 
with Sir Launcelot's demand ; for no war- 
rant had been granted, nor was it now in 
the power of thejuftice to remedy this de- 
feft, as Mr. Ferret had taken himfelf away 
privately, without having communicated 
the name and defignation of the prifoner. 
A circumftance the more mortifying to the 
jailor, as be perceived the extraordinary re- 
{j>e€t which Mr. Clarke and the captain 
payed to the knight, and was now fully 
convinced that he would be dealt with ac- 
cording to law. Difordcred with thefe re- 
flexions, he imparted them to the juftice, 
•who had in Vain caufed fearch to be made 
for Ferret, and was now extremely well in* 
clined to fet the knight and his friends at 
liberty, though he did not at all fufpeft the 
quality and importance of our adventurer. 
He could not; however, rcfifl the tempta- 
tion of difplaying the authority of his of- 
fice i and therefore ordered the prifoners to 

be 
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be brought before his tribunal, that, in :ikc 
capacity of a magiftrate, he might give 
them a fevere repj-oof, and proper caution,, 
with regard to their future behaviour. , 

They were accordingly led through th© 
ftreet in proceffion, guitfded by the con-j 
ftable and his gang, followed by Crabfliaw,^ 
who had by this time been rekafcd fronv 
the ftocks,,,and furrounded by a crowd of 
people, attraftcd by curiofity. WKen they . 
arrived at the juftice's houfe, they were de- 
tained ibr fome time ia the parage*: Aei^ 
a. voice was heard, ^ commanding tbe.con- 
ftable to bring- in: the prifoners, .and they 
were introduced to the hall of audience^ 
whene Mr.. GobJble ftt in jM4gg[ieqt,. with 
a crimfoa. velvet night-cap -on- his head; 
and on hi& right hand appeared his lady,^ 
puSed up with the^ pride: and infolence of 
her hufband's office, fat, frowzy, and not 
over- clean, wellftricken ia years, without 
the leaft veftigq of. an agreeable feature/ 
having a rubicond nofe, ferret eyes, aud 
imperious afgeft. The jufticQ hinafelf waa 

a Jit- . 
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alitde, affefted, pert prig, who endeavour- 
ed to folemnize his countenance by affum- 
ing an air of confequence, in which pride, 
impudence, and folly were ftrangely blend- 
ed. He afpired at nothing fo much as the 
charafter of in able Ipokefman -, and took 
all opportunities of holding forth at veftry 
and quarter-feifions, as well as in the ad- 
miniftration of his office in private. He 
would not, therefore, let flip this occafion 
of exciting the admiration of his hearers, 
and, in an authoritative tone, thus addrelE- 
cd our adventurer : 

" The laws of this land has provided-^ 
I fays, as how provifion is made by the 
laws of this here land, in reverence to de- 
tlnquems and manefadors, whereby the 
king's peace is upholden by we magiftrates, 
who represents his m^e(l/» perfon, better 
than in e'er a contagious nation under the 
fiin : but, howfoemever, that there king's 
peace, and this here magiftrate*s authority, 
cannot be adequably and identically upheld, 
if fo be as how criminals cfcapcs unpuaifh- 

ed« 
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cd. Now, friend, you muft be confiden-* 
tious in your own mind, as you are a no- 
torious criminal, who have trelpafled again 
the laws on divers occafions and importu- 
nities ; if I had a mind to cxercife the ri- 
gour of the law, according t^the authority 
wherewth I am wefted, you and your com- 
panions in iniquity would be fcwerely pu- 
niihed by the ftatue: but we magiftrates 
has a power to litigate the fcwerity of juf- 
tice, and fo I am contented that you 
fhoulds be mercifully delt withal, and even 
difmiffed." 

To this- harangue the kni^t replied, 
with folemn and deliberate accent, *' If I 
underftand your meaning aright, I am ac- 
cufed of being a notorious criminal; but 
neverthelefs you are contented to let me ef- 
cape with impunity. If I am a notorious 
criminal, it is the duty of you, as a magif- 
trate, to bring me to condign punifliment; 
and if you allow a criminal to* efcape unpu- 
nifhed, you are not only unworthy of a 
place in the commiiTion, but become ac- 

ceffary 
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ceflary to his -guilt, and, to all intents and 
purpofes, foetus crimnis. ^ With relpedt to 
your proffered mercy, I fhall decline the 
fevour I nor do I deferve any indulgence 
at your hands : for, depend upon it, I fhall 
fhew no mflcy to you, in the fteps I in- 
• tend to take for bringing you to juflice. I 
tinderfland that you have been long hack- 
neyed in the ways of opprefFion, and I have 
feen fome living monuments of your inhu- 
manity — of that hereafter. I myfelf have 
been detained in prifon, without caufe af- 
figned. I have been treated with indignity, 
and infulted by jailors and conflables, led 
thro' the flreets like a felon, as a Ipeftade 
to the multitude, obliged to dance attend- 
ance in your pafTage, and afterwards brand- 
ed "v^ith the name of notorious criminal. — I 
now demand to fee the information in con- 
' fcquencc of which I was detained in prilbn, 
the copy of the warrant of commitment, or 
detainer, and the fece of the perfbn by whom 
I was accufed. I infift upon a coinpiiance 
with thefe demands^ as the privileges of a 

Britifh 
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Britifh fubjeft ; and if it is refiifcd, I Ihall 
feek redrds before a higher tribunaL" 

The juftice fcemed to be not a litde dif- 

turbed at this peremptory declaradon; 

which, however, had no other effed upon 

. his wife, but that of enrag^ her choler, 

and inflaming her countenance. ^* Sirrah ! 

firrah J (cried ihe) do you dares to infult a 

worlhipful magiltrate on the bench? — 

Can you deny that you arc a vagram, and 

a dilatory fort of a perfon ? Han*t the man 

with the fatchel made an affidavy of it ?-— 

Jf I was my huft)and, I'd lay you fiift by 

the heels for jour refumprion, and ferk 

you with a primineery into the bargab, un« 

Jcls you could give a better account of 

yourfclf— I would." 

Gobble, encouraged by this fillips re- 
fumed his petulance, and proceeded in this 

manner : " Heark ye, friend, I might, 

as Mrs. Gobble very juftly d^ferves, 
trounce you for your.audaceous^haviouri 
but I fcorn to take fuch advantages : how** 
fomcver, I Ihall make you give an account 

of 
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of yourlelf and your companions ; for I be- 
lieves as how you are in a gang, and all 
in a ftory, and perhaps you may be found 
one day in a cord.— What are you, 
friend ? What is your ftarion and degree ?'* 
« I am a geiftleman," replied the knigth, 
«* Ay, that is Englifli for a forry feUow, 
(faid the juftice.) Every idle vagabond, 
who has neither home nor habitation, trade 
nor profeflion, defigns himfelf a gentleman. 
But I muft know how you live ?" ** Upon 
my means," ** What are your means ?" 
— « Myeftate/*— " Whence dothitarife ?" 
^* From inheritance/' " Your eftate lies 
in braft, and that you have inherited from ' 
nature: but do you inherit lands and tene- 
ments?" " Yes," " But they are nei- 
ther here nor there, I doubt.— Come, 
come, friend, I (hall bring you about pre- - 
fently." Here the examination was inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Mr. Fillet the fur- 
geon, who ehftncing to pafi, and feeing . a 
crowd about the door, went in to rlatisfy 
his curiofity* »i 

VdL, I. M CHAP, 
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n'^y;ch Jhtws there are more ways to kill a d%g than 

hanging. 

\/f R. Fillet no .fooner appeared in the 

judgment-rhamber of juftice Gobble 

than captain Crowe, feizing him by the 

hancjj exclaimed, ^* 3i3dy o*me \ Do6tor, 

tbou'rt come up in the nick of time to 

lend us a hand in putting about. — ^We*re 

jk little in the ftays here — but howfbmevcr 

vfeVe .got a good pilot, who knows the 

coaft, and can weadier the point, as the 

ftj'ing is. As for the enemy's ycflel, ihc 

has had a (hot. or two already -a-xhwart her 

foie-foot: the next, I do fuppofe, will 

fir ike the hull, and then you'll fee her taken 

all a--badc." The doftor, who perfeaiy 

uniierftood hjs .dialcft, aOvired him he 

might depend upon his aflfiftance ; and adj 

vicing to jhc knight^ accofted him.ia 

Aefe words: ^' Sir Launcdoi Gjr 
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your moft -humble fcrvant. — When I (aw 
a crowd at the door, I little thought of 
finding you within, treated with fuch indig- 
nity. — Yet I can't help being pleafcd with 
an opportunity of proving the efteem and 
veneration I have for your perfbn and cha-i. 
rafter : — you will do me a particular plea- 
fure in commanding my bed fcrviccs." 

Our adventurer thaaked him for this in- 
ftance of his friendlhip, which he told him 
he would ufe without hefitationj and de*- 
fired he would procure immediate bail 
for him and his two friends, who had been 
imprifoned, contrary to law, without any 
caufe alTigncd. During tliis fhort dialogue, 
the juftice, who had heard of Sir Launce- 
lgt*s family and fortune, though an utter 
ftranger to his perfon, was feizcd with fueh 
pangs of terror and compunction, as a gro- 
velling mind may be fuppofed to have felt 
in fuch ciiCumftances ; and they feemed to 
pi'oduce the fame unfavoury effefts that 
af e fo humoroufly delineated by the inimi* 
(dble Hogarth.in the print of Felix on his 

Ma tribunal 
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tribunal, done in the Ehitch ftilc, Never- 
thelefs, feeing Fillet retire to execute the 
knight^s commands, he recoUeftcd himfelf 
fo far as to tell the prifoners there was no 
occafion to give themfclves any further trou- 
ble; for he would releafe them widiout 
bail or mamprize. Then difcarding all the 
infblence Grom his features, and alTuming 
an afpeA of the moft humble adulation, he 
begged the knight ten thouland pardons 
for the freedoms he had taken, which were 
entirely owing to his ignorance of Sir Laun- 
cclot's quality. " Yes, I'll affure you, 
Sir, ((aid the wife), my hulband would 
have bit off his tongue, rather than fay 
black is the white of your eye, if fb be he 
had known your capacity. — Thank God, 
we have been ufed to deal with gentlefolks, 
and many's the good pound we have loft 
by them i but what of that ? Sure we know 
how to behave to our betters. Mr. Gob- 
ble, thanks be to God, can defy the whole 
world to prove that he ever faid an uncivil 
word, or did a rude thing to a gentleman^ 

know** 
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knowing him to be a perfon of fortune. 
Indeed, as to your poor gentry and rifF- 
rafF, your tag, rag, and bobtail, or fuch 
vulgar fcoundrclly people, he has always 
behaved like a magiftrate, and treated them 
with the ri^er of authority." "In other 
words (faid the knight), he has tyrannized 
over the poor, and connived at the vices of 
the rich : your hufband is little obliged to 
you for this confeflion, woman." " Wo- 
man ! (cried Mi^s. Gobble, impurpled 
with wrath, and fixing her hands on her fides 
by way of defiance) I fcorn your words. — 
Marry come up, woman !' quotha : no 
more a woman than your worfKip." Then 
burfl:ing into tears, " Hufband (continued 
fhe), if you had the foul of a loufe, you 
would not fuffer me to be abufed at this 
rate : you would not fit flill on the bench, 
and hear your fpoufe called fuch contemp- 
tible epitaphs. — Who cares for his title and 
his knightfhip ? You and I hufband, knew 
a taylor that was made a knight: but, 
thank God, I have noblemen to ftand by 
mc, with their privileges and beroguetifs." 

M J At 
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At this inftant Mr, Fillet returned with 
his friend, a praftitioner in the law, who 
freely offered to join in bailing our adven- 
turer, and the other two prifoners, for any 
fum that (hould be required. The juftice, 
perceiving the affair began to grow more 
and more ierious, declared that he would 
difcharge the warrants and difmils the pri- 
foners. Here Mr Clarke interpofing, ob- 
ferved, that againft the knight no warrant 
had been granted, nor any information 
fwom to ', confequently, as the juftice had 
not complied with the form of proceeding 
direded by ftatute, the imprifbnmcnt was 
coram ncnjudtu^ void. " Right, Sir (faid 
the other lawyer), if a juftice commits a 
felon for trial, without binding over the pro- 
fecutor to the afflzes, he Ihall be fined.'* 
— •" And again (cried Clarke), if a juf- 
tice iflues a warrant for commitment, where 
there is no accufation, aftion will lie a- 
gainft the juftice." " Moreover (replied 
the ftranger), if a juftice of peace is guilty 
of any mifdemeanour in his office, inform- 
ation lies againft him in Banco Regis, where 

he 
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heihall be puniftied by fine and imprifon- 
ment." ** And befides,.(refunned the ae- 
eurate Tom),. the fanie court will grant 
an information againft a jyftiGC of peace, on 
motion, for fending even> a fervant to the 
houfe of correction, or common jail, with-^* 
out fufficiicnt caufe.'! '• True ! (exclaim-* 
ed the other limb of the law) and, for con- 
tempt of law,< attachment may be had a- 
gainft juftices of peace in Banco Regis. A 
juftice of the peace was fined a thoufand 
marks for corrupt praftices,^*' With thefe 
words advancing to Mr. Glarfce, he fhook 
him by the hand, with the appellation oC 
Brother, faying, *^ I doubt the juftice has^ 
got into a curfed hovel.*' Mr. Gobble 
himfelf feemed to be of the fame opinion / 
He changed colour feveral- times during^ 
the remarks which the lawyers- had made ^ 
and now,, declaring that the gentlemeiv 
were- at liberty, begged, in the moft hum- 
He phrafe, that the company would eat a* 
bit of mutton with him, and after dinner 
die affair might be amicably compromifed.*' 

M 4. To 
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To this propofal our adventurer repEed^ 
in a grave and refdute tone, ^* If your aft* 
ing in the comtnifHon a$ a juftice of die 
peace concerned my own pardcular only^ 
perhaps I ihould wave any further inquiry^ 
and refent your infblence no other way but 
by iilent contempt. If I thought the er« 
rors of your adminiftradon proceeded from 
a good intention^ defeated by want of un- 
derftanding, I Ihould pity your ignorance^ 
and, in companion, advife you to defift 
from afting a part for which you are lb ill 
qualified : but the prepoftcrous conduft of 
fuch a man deeply afFefts the intereft of the 
community, efpecially that part of it which, 
from its helplcfs fituadon, is the more en- 
titled to our protedion and a(fiilance« I 
am moreover convinced, that your mifcon-^ 
du6t is not fo much the confequence of an 
uninformed head, as the poiibnous iflue of a 
malignant heart, devoid of humanity,- in- 
flamed with pride,and rankling with revenge. 
The common prifon of this little town is 
Jfilled with the miferable objefts of your 

crU'. 
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>cruelty and oppreflion. Inftcad of pro- 
tefting thelielplefi, reftraining the hands 
•of violence, preferving the public tran- 
quillity, and ading as a father to the poor, 
according to the intent and meaning df 
that inftitution of which you are an un- 
worthy menaber, you have diftreffed the 
widow and the orphan, given a loofe to all 
the infciknce of office, embroiled your 
neighbours by fomenting fuits and ani^ 
mofities, and played the tyrant among 
the indigent and forlorn. . You havi 
abufed the afuthority with which you were 
invefted, intaiird a reproach upon your 
office, and, inftead of being revered as a 
bleffing, you arc detefted as a curfe among 
your fellow creatures. This, . indeed, is ge- 
nerally the cafe of low fellows, who are 
thruil into the magiftracy without femi^ 
ment,. education, or capacity.. Among 
other inftances of your iniquity, , there is 
how in prifon an unhappy woman, infinitely 
your Superior in the advantages of birth,' 
fenfe, and education, whom you have,* 

M 5 even 
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even without provocatiQay perfecuted to 
ruin and diftraftion, a&er having ill^;ally 
and inhumanly kidnapped her only child^ 
and cxpofcd him to violent death in a 
foreign land. Ah caidff ! if you were to 
forego all die comforts of life, diftribute 
your means among the poor, and do the 
levereft penance that ever prieftcraft pre-* 
feribed, for the reft of your days, you 
could not atone for the ruin of that haplefs 
fiunily ; a fiunily throu^ whofe fides you 
cruelly and perfidioufly ftabbed the heart 
of an innocent young woman, to gratify 
the pxide and diabolical malice of that 
wretched low-bred woman, who now fits 
at your ri^t hand as the aflbciate of power 
and prefumpdon. Oh ! if fuch *a deQucable 
reptile Ihall annoy mankind with impunity ; 
if fuch a contemptible mifcreant ihall have 
it in his power to do fuch deeds of inhu- 
manity and oppreflion, what avaik the law ? 
AVhere is our admired conflitudon, the 
freedom, the fecurity of the fubjed, the 
^^K^fted humanity of the Bridlh nation ? 
3 Sacred 
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Sacred heaven ! if there was no human 
inftitudon to take cognizance of fuch atro- 
cious crimes, I would liften to the diftates 
of eternal jujftice, and, arming myfelf with 

the right of nature, exterminate fuch vil- 
lains from the face of the earth I*^* 
• Thefe laft words he pronounced in fuch 
a ftrain, while his eyes lightened with in* 
dignation, tiiat Gobble and his wife un- 
derwent the moft violent agitation; the 
conftable's teedi chattered in his head, the 
jailor' trembled, and the whole audience w^ii 
overwhelmed with conftbrnation. 

After a fhort'paufc, Sir'Laurtcelot pro- 
ceeded in- a milder ftrain : " " Thank heaveff 
the laws of this country have exempted me 
from the ' difagreeable tafk of fuch an: 
execution. To them ^e fliall have im- 
mediate recourfc-, in three feparate aiSlions 
againft you for falfe * imprifonment ; and 
any other perfon who has been injured by 
your arbitrary and wicked proceedings, in 
me (Hall find a warm proteftor, until you* 
fliall' be cxjpunged from the commiflion* 

M 6 with 
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ivich di%race> and have made iuch 

Oon as your circumftanccs wiH allow for 

the wrongs you have done the coaamumty.^ 

In order to complete die naortifica. 
oon and terror of the iuftice> the lawyer, 
iriioie name was Fentonj ctedared,. that to 
his certain knowledge thefe aftions would 
be reinforced with divers (Mxiiecutioos for 
corrupt praftices, which had lain dormant 
until fome perfon of courage and influence 
frould take the lead againft juilice Gobble^ 
who was the more dreaded as he aded un- 
der the patronage of lord Sharping^on. By 
this time fear ha4 deprived die juilice and 
his helpaiate<^the fiuiilty of ipeeclu^ They 
were indeed almoft petrified with difmay^ 
and made no effort to ^peak^ when fAr^ 
Filkty in the rear of the kni^t^ as he re- 
tired widv his company, took his leave o^ 
them in thefe words : 

•* And now, Kib Juftice,.to dinner wi& 
what appetite you may." Our adventurer,, 
though warmly invited to Mr. Fenton's 
houfe, repaired to a public inn, where he 

thQughr 
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thought he ^lould be more at his eaib^ 
fully determined to punifii and depofe 
Gc^ble frotjci his magiftracyj to tffcd: ^ 
general jail-delivery of all the debtors> 
whom he had found in confinement ; and^. 
in particular^ to refcue poor Mrs. Oakley 
from the jiii&raUe circumilances in which^ 
ihe was involved. 

In the mean time> he infilled uponen-* 
tertaining his friends at dinner, during: 
which many iallies iof fea^wit and good- 
humour ^pafTed between captain Crowe and 
do6tor Fillet> which I9& hsud juft ceturned 
from a neighbouring village^ whidier he 
was iunrmoned to fiih a man's yard-arm^: 
which had .inapt in the flings. Their en** 
jpyment, however, was fiiddeniy^intercuftfed^ 
by a loufl ibiratn fiom the kitchen, whiw- 
ther SirJLaunceloil in^me^iasely fprui^^ 
with equal eagecAeis and agUity. There hep 
&w the landlady^, who was a woman in; 
years/embracing atnmi drefled »t a failor^i 
jacket,, while Iflie exclaimed, ^* It is thy 
Qwn fie(h\and blood^^fb fure^as i^nv^ fiving 

7 fouL 
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IbqL — Ah! poor Grfeaves^ poor Grcavea^ 
many a poor heart has grieved for thee !" 
To this fidutation the youth ref^ed> " Tm 
forry for that, miftrefe.^ — How does poor 
mother? how does Sukcy Sedgemore?" 

The good woman of the houfe could 
not help ihedding tears- tt thefe dntern^a- 
donsi while Sir Launcelo^ interpofing^ 
laid, not widiout emotion, ** I perceive 
you are the fon of Mrs. Oakley. — Youf 
mother is in a. bad ftate. of health;; but in 
me you will find a^real parmfc/'i ^Perceiv- 
ing that die young nian eyed* him: wicb 
a(toniihm«it„ he gave him to underftand 
that his name was Launcolot G reaves. 
. Oakley no fooner beard thefo words^ 
pronounced, then he fell upon his knees^ 
and .fe;^iQ|g the kni^itfs hand, :kifled it 
eagerly,, ciyio^ ff Gbd&trcTerl)lcis your 
honour: I atn your name-fon> fure enough 
-—but what of that? I can earn diy breads 
without bqiog bd¥>ldea< £o any 01^/' 

When the knight railed him up, he 

turned to the woman of the hou&j laying^ 

"I 
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*^ I want to fee mother. Fm afraid as. 
how times are hard with her ; and I have 
faved fome money for her ufe." This in- 
ftance of filial duty brought tears into the 
eyes of our adventurer, who affured him 
his mother Ihould be carefully attended; 
and want for nothing : but that it would be 
very improper to fee her at prefent, as the 
furprizc might ihock her too much, con* 
fidering that (he believed him dead. . ** Ey, 
indeed, (cried the landlady) we are afl of 
the fame opinion, being as the report went 
that poor Greaves Oakley was killed in 
batde.'* «*Lord mifhrefs, (faid Oakley) 
there wasn't a word of truth in it, TU af* 
fure you. — iWhat, d'ye think Td tell a lie 
about the matter ? Hurt I was, to.be fure i 
but that dont fignify : we gaye 'em as good 
as they brought, and fb parted.^ — Well, if 
fo be I can't fee mother, I'll go and h^ve 
fome chat with Sukey. What d'ye look 
fo glum for ? ihe an't married, is ihc V* 
** No, no, (replied the woman) not mar- 
ried i but alntioft h^artrbroken. Since 

thou 
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ifcou waft gone> Ihe has done nothing but 
fighedj and wq)t, and pined herfclf into a 
decay. Tm afraid thou haft come too late 
to favc her life/' 

Oakley's heart was not proof againff this 
mfi>rmation; Burfting into tears,, he en^ 
elaimed, *'0 my dear, fwcct, gende 
Sukey ! Have I then lived to be the death 
rf her whom I loved more than the whole 
world !'* He would have gone inftandy 
to her father's houfe ; but wte retrained 
by the knight and his company,, who 
had now joined him in. die kitchen. The 
young man was ieatedat table, and gave 
diem to undeifland, that diefhipto which 
he belonged having arriv^ in England^, 
he was indulged' with a month's leave 
to fee his relations ; and that he had 
Kceived ^bout fifty pounds in wages and 
prize-money. After dinner, juft as they 
began to deliberate upon, the meafurcs. 
to be taken againft Gobble,, that gentle- 
man arrived at the inn, and humbly 
ciaved admittance. Mr. Fillet, {truck 

with I 
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with a fudden idea, retired into another 
apartment with the young farmer; while 
the jufticc, being admitted to the com- 
pany, declared that he came to propole 
terms of accommodation. He according-- 
ly offered to aflc pardon of Sir Launcelot 
in the public papers, and pay fifty poundis 
to the poor of the pariih, as an atonement 
for his mifbehaviour, provided the 
knight and his friends would grant him 
a general releafe. Our adventurer told 
hinf, he would willingly wave all perfonal 
ronceflions ; but, as the cafe concerned 
the community, he infifted upon his leav* 
ing off ading in the commifTion, and 
making iatisfadtion to the parties he had 
injured and oppreffed. This declaration^ 
introduced a difcuffion, in the courfe of 
which the juftice's petulance began toi 
revive; when Fillet, entering the room^ 
told them he had a reconciling meailire 
to propofe, if Mr. Gobble would for a 
few minutes withdraw. He rofe up im- 
mediately, and was Ihcwn into the room 

which. 
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which Fillet had prepared for his reception^ 
While he fat muling oh this untoward 
adventure, fb big with di%iace and diiap- 
pointment^ young Oakley, according to 
the inftrudions he. had received, appeared 
all at once before him, pointing to a 
ghaftly wound^ which the do£tor had 
painted on his forehead. The apparition 
no fooncr prcfentcd itfclf to the* eyes of 
Gobble, than^ taking it for granted it was 
the fpirit of the young farmer whofe dcatk 
he had occafioned, he roared aloud, " Lord 
have mercy upon us!" and fell infenfible 
on the floor.. There being found by the 
company, to whom Fillet had communi- 
cated his contrivance, he was conveyed to 
bed, where he lay. fome time before he 
recovered the perfcft ufe of his fcnfes. 
Then he earneftly di^finsd to fee the knight, 
and aflured him he was ready, to comply 
.with his terms, inafmuch as*, he believed 
Jbe. had not long to live. Advantage was 
immediately taken of this falutary difpofi- 
tion. He bound himfelf not to a6t as a 

juftice 
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juftice of the peace, in any part of Great 
Britain, under the penalty of five thou- 
fand pounds* He burned Mrs. Oakley*s 
note i payed the debts of the fhopkeeper ; 
undertook to compound thofe of the pubr 
lican, and to fettle him again in bufinefs ; 
and, finally, difcharged them all from 
prifon, paying the dues out of his own 
pocket. Thefe fteps being taken with 
peculiar eagemefs, he was removed to his 
own houfe, where he affured his wife he 
had feen a vifion that prognofticated his 
death 5 and had immediate recourfe to 
the curate of the pariih for fpiritual cour- 
folation. 

The moft interefting part of the taik 
that now remained, was to make the 
widow Oakley acquainted with her good 
fortune, in fuch a manner as might leaft 
difturb her Ipirits, already but too much 
difcompofed. For this purpofe they chofe 
the landlady, who, after having received 
proper direftions how to regulate her con- 
duct, vifited her in prifon that lame even- 
ing. 
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ing. Finding her quite calm^ and her rc- 
flcftion pcrfcdUy rcftorcd, flic began with 
exhorting her to put her truft in Provi- 
dence, which would never forfake the 
caufe of the injured widow and fittherkls % 
(he promifed to aifift and befriend her on 
all occafionsj as &r as her abilities would 
reach: flie gradually turned the conver- 
fation upon the family of the Greaves ; and 
by degrees informed her, that Sir Launce- 
lot, having learned her fituation, was de- 
termined to extricate her from all her trou- 
bles,. Perceiving her aftoni(hed,,and deep^ 
ly affefted at this intimation, flic artfully 
fliifted the difcourfe, recommended re- 
fignation to the Divine Will, and obferv- 
ed, that this circumftance feemed to be an 
earneft of further happinefs. " O ! Tm 
incapable of receiving more ! (cried the 
difconfolate widow, with ftreaming eyes) — 
Yet I ought not to be furprifed at any 
bleffing that flows from that quarter. — 
The family of Greaves were always vir- 
tuous^ humane,, and benevolent— This 

young: 
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young gentleman's nmother was niy dear 
lady and benefaftreis : — ^he himfelf was 
fuckled at thefe breafts. — O ! he was the 
fwecteft, comelieft, beft conditioned babe ! 
—I loved not my own Greaves with greater 
affeftion — but, he, alas ! is now no more !" 
** Have patience, good neighbour, (faid 
the landlady of the White Heart) that is 
more dian you have any right to affirm.^ 
AU that you know of the matter is by 
common report, and common report is 
commonly falfe : befides, I can tell you 
I have feen a lift of the men that were kill- 
ed in admiral P *s fhip, when he 
fought the French in the Eaft Indies, and 
your fon was not in the number." To 
this intimation fhe replied, after a conlider- 
able paufe, " Don't, my good neighbour, 
don't feed me with falfe hope. — My poor 
Greaves too certainly periQied in a foreign 
land— yet he is happy :— had he lived to 
fee me in this condition, grief would foon 
have put a period to his days." " I tell 
you then> (cried the vifitant) he is not 

dead. 
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dead. 1 have feen a letter that rtientions 
his being well fince the battle. You Ihall 
come along with me-^you ape iio longer a 
priloner, but fhall live at X€\j hcufe com- 
fortably, till your affairs are fettled to your 
wifh." 

The poor widow followed her in filent 
aftonifliment, and was inimediately accom- 
modated with neceffaries. 

Next moining her hoftefs proceeded 
With her in the fame cautious manner, un-»t 
til fhe was afTiired that her fon had return- 
ed. Being duly prepared, fhe was blefled 
with a fight of poor Greaves, and fiuntcd 
away in his arnr^. 

• We fliaJl not dwell tipon this tender 
fcene, bex;aure it is but of a fccondary con- 
cern in the hiftory of our knight-errant : 
let it fufiice to fay, their mutual happinefs 
was unfpeakable, , She was afterwards vi- 
fited by Sir Launcelot, whom (he no fooner 
beheld, than, fpringing forwards with all 
the eagernefs of maternal afFe6tion, fhe 
clafped him to her breafl, crying, . *' My 

dear 
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'dear • child ! my Launcelot ! my prick ■! 
my darling ! my kind bcnefaftor ! This 
is not the firft time I have h'Jggcd you in 
thele arms ! O! you are the very image 
of Sir Everhard in his youtii , but you 
have got the eyes, the- compx-xion, the 
fweetnefey and complacency of my dear 
and ever-honoured lady." This was not 
in the ftrain of hireling praife; but the 
genuine tribute of efteem and admiration. 
As fuch, it could not but be agreeable to 
our hero, who undertook to procure Oak- • 
ley's difcharge, and fetde him in a com- 
fortable farm on his own eftate. 

In the mean time, Gi eaves went with a 
heavy heart to the houfe of farmer Sedge- 
more, where he found Sukey, who had 
:been prepared for his reception, in a tran- 
fport of joy, though very weak and gready 
emaciated. Ncvcrthelefs, the return of 
her fweet-heart had fuch an happy effeA 
on her conftitution, that in a few weeks 
her health was peifedUy reftored. 

This arlveniure of our knight was 
crowned with every happy drcumftance 

that 
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that could give pleafure to a generous 
mind. The prifoners were releafed, and 
reinftated in their former occupations. 
The juftice performed his articles from 
fear i and afterwards turned over a new , 
leaf from remorfe. Young Oakley was 
married to Sukey, widi whom he received 
a confiderable portion. The new-married 
couple found a farm ready ftocked for them 
on the knight's eftate ; and the mother en- 
joyed a happy retreat in the charafter of 
the houfe-kecper at Grcavcft)ury-hall. -- 
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